12 Solwyn Court,
Summerstrand, 

Port Elizabeth.

13. 3. 60.

Namibia
Dear friends,

Emeric hs asked me to write you the details of his visit to Windhoek as he is inundated with office work.  He will make any correction or additions he finds necessary at the end.

First of all, he claims that he was the one to be deeply inspired, deeply impressed, and deeply humbled by his visit to Africa.  He says that they ate truly dedicated while he is only a converted Bahá’í!

He spent all day Sunday with them, holding the fast with them in their home, meeting the six children, and one of two African believers, Halifa.  The other African believer had come the Sunday before, the date for Emeric’s originally planned arrival.

Halifa is a policeman, so as a civil servant is not subjected to the law which permits Africans to spend only eighteen months in the city, after which they must return to their place of birth.  Halifa is a very devoted and pure-hearted.  His free moments are spent in the Aiffs home where he sits and reads from Bahá’í books.  He especially likes the pilgrims accounts of the visits to ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, and told Emeric the story of Robert, Heartz’s servant, as told by Mrs. Maxwell.  His English is fairly good.  Halifa is not yet married but hopes to be.  I do not know what the law is regarding children born in Windhoek, African children I mean.

Emeric spoke German with the Aiffs.  The three of them began to speak in English as the Aiffs are eager to learn it, but it was too trying, so they continued in German.

Martin and Gerda have just been believers since the end of the war.  Martin served in over 70 tank engagements in Rommel’s army.  He was one of only three survivor’s in his detachment among hundreds of men, so he dedicated himself to service, not yet knowing of the Cause.  He and Gerda have fully kept that pledge.  As you doubtlessly know, they both served on many National Committees, Martin on the NSA, and both as custodians of the Hazira for seven years when every moment, apart from working hours, were spent in service to the Cause day and night.  Both Gerda and Martin say that they are happy to be so close to the children in Windhoek as in Germany.  The children suffered due to their Bahá’í activities.

They live very simply; indeed their home is austere as regards possessions.  This is an economic necessity.  Gerda works half a day in a German book shop while the children are in school; Martin has changed his job and hopes to earn more.  Their furniture is sparse: their beds are five narrow camp cots, canvas stretches over a wooden frame; there is one rough wooden table, with benches which Martin has made, and five folding chairs; their suitcases are their chests.  Martin hopes to find time to make some chests for the children as Gerda told Emeric in typical German fashion, “an orderly inside existence cannot be gained without an orderly outside existence”.  Their food is simple.  The children were served raw oatmeal with raisins and milk for the midday meal, and coffee cake and a warm drink for supper.  Food was served on tin plates.  Yet both children and parents were very happy.

The Aiffs were the only German Bahá’ís to make a pilgrimage to Haifa after the war.  They visited Haifa a year before the Guardian’s passing.  He confirmed them in their longing to pioneer though so many of the friends in Germany thought them foolish to go with six children.

Rosemary’s report so far is good, except that the chests are ready.  Made by Martin.  The house is spotlessly clean and orderly.  They are anxious to make their six children feel at home and happy.

The cost of living in Windoek is from 25 to 50% higher than in the Union.  The Aiffs used up all their savings and hope to save enough from now on.  They are not asking for any financial assistance.  Since they feel very isolated, Martin would like Gerda to go to the Convention.  They would gladly accept financial assistance towards a trip.

The Aiffs impressed me as very rare souls, truly dedicated, pure in heart.  Their attitude towards Hailfa is that of an equal brother.  They are cautious and concentrate on the Africans only.  Their presence is a great asset for Southern Africa.  We can be very proud to have them among us.  I consider it a great privilege to have met them and grateful for the lesson of devotion they taught me.

Truthfully,

Rosemary and Emeric 

