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Baha'w’llah wrote a hundred books. They consist of
laws, principles, and exhortations: of warnings and
prophecies; of prayers and meditations; of commen-
taries, interpretations, discourses, and homilies; of the
proclamation of His mission to kings, ministers, and
ecclesiastics of both East and West; of writings ad-
dressed specifically to leaders in intellectual, political,
literary, mystical, commercial and humanitarian fields.
His last maior Tablet is this present book. It was re-
vealed about one vear before His death in 1892.

Some tnree months after this text was finished;
Bahé'w’llan expressed His wish to leave the world. He
was now living, still an exiie and prisoner as He had -
been, hers and there throughout the Middle East, for
the previous forty years, in the Mansion. of Banji out-
side ‘Akks. From this time on it became ciear from
the tone of His remarks, aithough He made no open -
reference to it, that the end of His life on earth was
approaching. Years before, He had described in His
Tablet of the Vision~revealed on the anniversary of
His Forerunner and Prophet-Herald, the martyred
Bib—how the white-clad “Luminous Maid” had ap-
peared before Him and urged Him to hasten to His
“other dominions,” dominions “whereon the eyes of
the peobic of names have never fallen” Now a few
more months passed, until after a brief illness He died
at dawn, on May 29, 1892, in the seventy-fifth year
of His age. . :

Then the famous telegram was sent to Sultan
‘Abdu’l-Hamid, whose prisoner He had been. It began
with the words: “The Sun of Bahd has set.” Then -
mourners from ‘Akkia and the neighboring villages
crowded the fields around the Mansion, and notables
of the:Shi‘th and Sunni, Christian, Jewish and Druse-
communities, poets, divines and officials, from cities as

far away as Damascus, Aleppo, Beirut and Caifo, St?nt
their written tributes to Him, and Nabil the historian
could not be consoled and drowned himself in the
Mediterranean Sea. ‘ o
This book has therefore a special place in the hier- -
archy of all Baha'ullah’s books. It is the last one. It
is besides, a kind of anthology, and one particularly -
valuable, the material having been selected by the
Author Himself. It includes some of the best-known .
nd most characteristic of His writings. as well as
proofs establishing the validity of His Cause. :
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There were two brothers in Isfahan, men of wealth,
widely known for their philanthropies and the excel-
lence of their character. The head priest, Mir Mu-
hammad-Husayn, the cleric whose function it was to
recite the prayers in the Friday mosque, owed them a
large sum of money. To evade the debt, he denounced
them as followers of the Bab. He knew exactly what
this wouid mi2an. Their beautifv! houses were at once
given over to the mob and stripped, and even the trees
and flowers in their gardens were torn away. What-
ever they had was taken. Then Shaykh Muhammad-
Bagir, whom Bahd’u’llih names “The Wolf,” pro-
nounced their death sentence. The Prince- Governor,
Zillu’s-Sultan, eldest son of the Shah, ratified it. The
brothers were chained. Their heads were severed.
Their bodies were dragged to the great open square of
the city, and there they were exposed to every indig-

nity the mob could inflict. “In such wise,” ‘Abdu’l-
Baha has written, "was the blood of these two brothers
shed that the Christian priest of Julfa cried out, la-
mented and wept on that day.”

Afterward “The Wolf,” whom Bahi'vw’llih con-
demned in His Lawh-i-Burhan (“Tablet of the
Proof”) and called “¢he last trace of sunlight upon. the
mountain-top,” saw the steady decline of his prestige
and died miserably, in acute remorse. As for his ac-
complice Mir Muhammad-Husayn, Bahi'w’llah stig-
matized him as the “She-Serpent,” and declared him
to be “infinitely more wicked than the oppressor of
Karbild.” This man was expelled from Isfihin, wan-
dered from one village to another, and finally sickened
and died of a disease so foul-smelling that his own wife
and daughter could not bear to attend him.

Years later the Governor, Zillu’s-Sultén, was exiled
to Geneva. In 1911 when ‘Abdu’l-Bahi was at Tho-
non, staying at the Hotel du Parc, Zillu’s-Sultin came
there. Hippolyte Dreyfus, distinguished scholar and

traveler the first French Bahd’i, had met him in Per-
sia, visiting him in his tent ‘when the prince was on a
hunting trip. Now he saw him again, on the terrace
of the hotel. M. Dreyfus described the meeting to
Juliet Thompson, who arrived the following day, and
she has recorded it in her diary: “The Master too was
on the terrace, pacing up and down at a little distance.
Hippolvte was standing in the doorway when he saw
Zillu's-Sultan coming up the steps. The prince ap-
proached and greeted him, then turned a startled Jook
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toward the Master. “Who is that Persian nobleman?’
he asked. “That,” answered Hippolyte, ‘is ‘Abdu’l-
Bahi.’ And now Zillu’s-Sultin spoke very humbly.
“Take me to Him,” he begged. Hippolyte told me all
about it. ‘If you could have seen the brute, Juliet,
mumbling out his miserable excuses! But the Master
took him in His arms and said, "All those things are in
the past. Never think of them again.””

The two brothers who were put to death by “The
Wolf” and his accomplice are known to Bah#’is as the
King of Martyrs and the Beloved of Martvrs. They
are also referred to as the Twin Shining Lights. Their
names were Mirza Muhammad-Hasan and Mirzi
Muhammad-Husayn, and they were siyyids—descend-
ants of the Prophet Muhammad. In after years a spe-
cial link associated them with the West, because in
1933 the American Keith Ransom-Kehler, represent-
ing her country’s National Bahd’i Assembly, visited
their graves and placed flowers there. Not many days
afterward she fell ill of smallpox and died, and her
body was brought back and laid in the neighborhood
of theirs. ]

This present book is addressed to the son of the man
who murdered the Twin Shining Lights, the Son of
the Wolf. He was called Shaykh Muhammad Taqiy-i-
Najafi. A Muslim cleric of Isfahan, he and his pupils
kicked and trampled the corpse of Mirza Ashraf, still
another Bah4’i who, in 1888, was killed by order of
the mullas of that city. He is often addressed in this
text as “O Shaykh!.”—this being a2 title denoting a

chief, prelate or man of learning. Other persons are
also called upon in the course of the work; the people
of the Bayan—those followers of the Bab who failed
to recognize Bahd’u’llih, reminiscent of those follow-
ers of John the Baptist who failed to ackn_qwledge
Jesus Christ, are addressed. And Hadi, a religious
leader terrified of losing his rank when he was called 2
disciple of the Bib, and who tried to destroy every
copy of the Bayan, the Bab’s great book. And the
Wolf himself, in passages quoted from the “Tablet of
the Proof,” and Queen Victoria and Napqléon 111 and
others, in quoted passages. Although the Tablet is pri-
marily directed to the Son of the Wolf he seems almost
incidental;: Baha'uw’llih is, rather, speaking beyond
him to all humanity. ¢

" Some of the terminology will be familiar only to:
students of Islamics, for the Bahd’i Faith comes out
of Islam as Christianity comes out of Judaism. For



Y Y-
example the Arabic verse on p. 17 contrasts the Sanc- -
tuary (Haram), the sacred place where no blood may
be shed, with the place outside the Sanctuary (Hill)
where the shedding of blood is not unlawful, and refers:
to Bahd’wllah’s willingness to sacrifice His life any-
where and under any conditions. Or there is reference,
to the Sadratu’l-Muntahd. This is the “Divine Lote-
Tree,” the “Sidrah Tree, which marks the boundary,”
the “Lote-Tree of the extremity,” the ““Tree beyond
which neither men nor angels can pass,” and which
stands in the Seventh Heaven, the highest Paradise, at
the right hand of the Throne of God. Reference to it

occurs obliquely in Qur’an §3:9 and directly in §3:14,
and the two visions there described are traditionally
related to Muhammad’s Vision of the Ascension or
Mi‘raj (cf. Surih 17:1). In Baha’i writings this Tree
symbolizes the Prophet or Manifestation of God.

- The Mother-Book is referred to in Qur’an 43:3;
Rodwell translates this as “the archetypal Book” and
comments, “‘the. Mother of the Book, .. the original
of the Koran, preserved before God.” Sale says, “‘the
preserved table; which is the original of all the scrip-
tures in general.” To Baha’is the Mother Book, or
Preserved Tablet, or Guarded Tablet, means the Word
of God, the Manifestation of God in every age, or His.
Book.

The Strih of TaWhld called “The Umty, is Surih
112 of the Qur’an.

. “Name” sometimes means the Prophet or Mam-
festation of God. On p. 58 we read, “Be thou not of
them who called upon God by one of His names, but
who, wher He Who is the object of all names ap-
peared, denied Him and turned aside from Him .

The Agsi Mosque is the Temple that is most'
remote.” It is built on the site of Solomon’s Temple
at Jerusalem. | -

On p. 73 there is a play upon words. The martyr
cries. out that he has kept both Bahi’uw’llih and the
blood money’; Bahi in Arabic ; means glory, in Persxan
value. ’

Balal, great, early believer in Muhammad was an
Ethiopian slave. Cruelly torturtd by the 1dolatrou:

Meccans; he refused to recant his faith in Islim. Later
he was freed, and although he stammered Muhammad
appointed him the first muezzin. The reference on
p. 76 is-to the fact that because of his affliction he

LLPeE 1)

pronounced the letters “sh” as .

3 -
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“Remnant of the Prophet” on p. 80 refers to the
fac* that the martyred brothers were descendants of
Muhammad .

To ‘rend the Veil of vamxtv p. 83, means to
perpetrate an act of sacrilege, symbolized by tearing
the veil of the tabernacle in which was the Shekinah,
~—the Dwelling, the Glory of God-—emblem of the
Divine Presence. The hamstringing of the She-Camel
goes back to Qur’dn 7:71; 11:67; 54:27, etc. The
She-Camel was a sign of God, the proof of the Prophet
Salih’s mission. The reference again is to an act of
blasphemy. -

Ishmael, p. 101, refers to Qur’dn 37:100. It is the
Muslim teaching that the “son” who was sacrificed
was Ishmael, not Isaac, the former being Abraham’s
only son at that time. (Cf. Gleanings from the :
Writings of Babd'w’lldb, p. 75).

“Verses concerning the Divine Presence,” referred-
to on p. 115 and elsewhere, are numerous in the
Qur’in. Among them are these: Surih 39:69: “And-
the earth shall shine with the light [niir] of her Lord,
and the Book shall be set, and the prophets shall be
brought up, and the witnesses . . . and none shall
be wronged.” 89:22-23: “. .. when'the earth shall
be crushed with crushing, crushing, And thy Lord

shall come and the angels rank on rank . . .” 83:6:
“The day when mankind shall stand before the Lord
of the worlds.” 20:107, 110: “On that dav shall men
follow their summoner . . . and low shall be their
voices before the God of Mercy, nor shalt thou hear
aught but the light footfall . . . And humble shall be
their faces before Him that leeth .

Rawdih-khani, p. 121, is ncuahsuc lamentatxon for
the martyred Imam Husayn, With the new Advent,
the time of mourning was over; as a symbol of this,
Tahirih, the great poetess who became ‘a convert to
the Faith of .the Bib, refused to wear the traditional
mourning for Husayn on the anniversary of his
martyrdom, thus open.ly defying the people of
Karbila. v

Adrianople, p. 132 is in. Arabxc Admnh Everyv
letter of the Arabic alphabet has a numencal value,
and according to this (abjad) reckoning the words
Adirnih and Mystery (sirr) are equivalent, the Arabic
letters composing each totalling 260. '

The language and script referred toon p. 138 were
never communicated to anyone by Bahi’uw’lldh.
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The Qayyim-i-Asma, p. 139, is the Bib’s Com-
mentary on the Surih of Joseph, whose first chapter' ‘_
was revealed in the presence of Mulli Husayn, on the
night when the Bib declared His mission in Shiriz,
May 22, 1844. Bah#’w’ilah speaks of it in the fqdn

*the first, the greatest and mightiest of all books™
of the Babi Dlspensauon

The Great Announcement, p. 143 refers to Qur’an
78:1-2 and 38:67: an-Nabau’l-'Azim.

“He maketh the morning darkness,” (Amos 4 12- -
13) on p. 146, refers to the fact that Mirzi Yahya,
known as Subh-i-Azal—the Morning of Eternity—
denied - the Manifestation and betrayed Him.-

The statement “None knoweth the time . . . ” on
p. 157 refutes the disbelievers who claimed that the .
Advent proclaimed by the Bib to be imminent, would -
take place only in 2,001, a date arrived at by totalling
the numerical value of the letters composing the word
Mustaghith, assigned by the Bab as the limit of time
fixed for the coming of the promised Manifestation.
Mustaghith, means “He Who is Invoked.”

The martyrdom of the Imidm Husayn at Karbild is -
described by Gibbon in the Decline and Fall of the.
Roman Empire, Modern. Library Edition, III, 125,
127. Dhi’l-Jawshan is Shimr, who killed Husayn, son
of ‘Ali and grandson of Muhammad. (p. 158).

On p. 159, “Suarih of the Qur’an” refers to Surih
109, “Unbelievers,” in which Muhammad refuses to
compromise with the idolatrous Meccans

Siyyid Muhammad, the Siyyid of Isfihin, is the
Antichrist of the Bah4’i Revelation. It was he who
misled Mirz4 Yahy4, half-brother of Baha’uv’llah. (Cf.
God Passes By, p. 164, 189, etc.) This reference occurs
on pages 164 and 168 of the present text. "

The Mawlavis are an order of whirling dervishes,
founded by Jalil-i-Din Rémi, 1207-1273 A.D. For
Khidr, a name which means green, see traditions con-"
cerning Qur’in, 18:64. In Islim he is the discoverer
and custodian of the water of life, and symbol of the
True Guide. Rukn is the Black Stone set in the wall
of the Ka‘bih, ‘the cube-shaped bwldmg at Mecca
which is the chief object of pilgrimage of the Muslim
world: The Miqim or Station of Abraham is near
the Ka'bih. Cf. Qur’an 2:119: "Take ve the station
of Abraham for a place of prayer”; and again 3:90-
91: “The first Temple that was founded for mankind,
was that in Becca (i.e., Mecca) . . . In it are evident .

' signs, even the standing-place of Abraham: and he
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who entereth it is safe.” These last four references
will be found on pages 164, 179, and 181 of this text.

The foregoing is admittedly minimal in the way
of a gloss, since this book is allusively very rich and
offers abundant material for study.
| 5. o

The Epistle to the Son of the Wolf is still another
proof, if more proof were needed, that the Prophet
Figure has arisen again, as He did in the past. That
the mystery which surrounds us has spoken again,
through the mouth of a human being. That the old
pattern—of Herald, Prophet, martyrs, and establish-
ment of the Faith—has been repeated in our times.
That the promises of previous Faiths as to the advent
of the Day of God have at last been redeemed. In
that Tablet to the Shah of Persia, whose bearer was
put to death, Baha’u’llah, the Glory of God, sums up
His case: : : .

"This thing is not from Me, but from One Who is
Almighty and All-Knowing. And He bade Me lift
up My voice between earth and beaven, and for this
there befell Me what bath caused the tears of every
man of understanding to flow. The learning current
amongst men I studied not; their schools 1 entered not.
Ask of the city wherein 1 dwelt, that thou mayest be
well assured that I am not of them who speak falsely.
This is but a leaf which the winds of the will of thy
Lord, the Almighty, the All-Praised, bave stirred. Can
it be still when the tempestuous winds are blowing?

Marzieh Gail
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"O Shaykh! Know thou that nen:her the calumnies
which men may utter, nor their denials, nor any cavils
they may raise, can harm him that hath clung to the
cord of the grace, and seized the hem of the mercy,
of the Lord of creation. By God! He, the Glory of
God (Bahi), hath spoken not from mere impulse.
He that hath given Him a voice is He that hath given
a voice unto all things, that they may praise and
glorify Him. There is none other God but Him, the
One, the Incomparable, the Lord of strength, the
Unconditioned.

O Shaykh! We have learned that thou hast turned
away from Us, and protested against Us, in such wise
that thou hast bidden the people to curse Me, and
decreed that the blood of the servants of God be shed.
God requite him who said: “Willingly will I obey the
judge who hath so strangely decreed that my blood
be spilt at Hill and at Haram!” Verily I say: Whaz-
ever befalleth in the path of God is the beloved of

: the soul and the desire of the heart. Deadly poison
‘ in His path is pure honey, and every tribulatior 2
draught of crystal water. In the Tablet to *is

Majesty the Shéh it is written: “By Him Who is tne

Truth! I fear no tribulation in His path, nor any.

affliction in My love for Him. Verily God hath made

adversity as a morning dew upon His green pasture,

and a wick for His lamp which hghteth earth and

heaven.”

. O Shaykh! Verily I say, the seal of the Choice
Wine hath, in the name of Him Who is the Self-
Subsisting, been broken; withhold not thyself there-
from. This Wronged One speaketh wholly for the
sake of God; thou too shouldst, likewise, for the sake
of God, meditate upon those things that have been
sent down and manifested, that haply thou mayest,
on this blessed Day, take thy portion of the liberal
effusions of Him Who is truly the All-Bountiful, and

raayest not remain deprived thereof. This indeed
would not be hard for God. Dust-made Adam was
raised up, through the Word of God, to the heavenly
throne, and a mere fisherman was made the reposi-



tory of Divine wisdom, and A{)u-Dhar, the shepherd
became a prince of the nations!

This Day, O Shaykh, hath never been, nor is it
now, the Day whereon man-made arts and sciences
can be regarded as a true standard for men, since it
hath been recognized that He Who was wholly un-
versed in any of them hath ascended the throne of
purest gold, and occupied the seat of honor in the
council of knowledge, whilst the acknowledged ex-
ponent and repository of these arts and sciences
remained utterly deprived. By “arts and sciences”
is meant those which begin with words and end with
words. Such arts and sciences, however, as are
productive of good results, and bring forth their
~ fruit, and are conducive to the well-being and tran-
quility of men have been, and will remain, acceptable
before God. Wert thou to give ear to My voice, thou
wouldst cast away all thy possessions, and wouldst set
thy face towards the Spot wherein the ocean of wis-
dom and of utterance hath surged, and the sweet
savors of the loving-kindness of thy Lord, the Com-

passionate, have wafted.

O Shaykh! I swear by the Sun of Truth Which
hath risen and shineth above the horizon of this
Prison! The betterment of the world hath been the
sole aim of this Wronged One. Unto this beareth
witness every man of judgment, of discernment, of
insight and understanding. Whilst afflicted with

trials, He held fast unto the cord of patience and
fortitude, and was satishied with the things which
have befallen Him at the hands of His enemies, and
‘was crying out: "1 have renounced My desire for
Thy desire, O my God, and My will for the revelation
of Thy Will. By Thy glory! I desire neither Myself
nor My life except for the purpose of serving Thy
Cause, and I love not My being save that I may sac--
rifice it in Thy path. Thou seest and knowest, O my
Lord, that those whom We asked to be fair and just,
have, unjustly and cruelly, risen up against Us.
Openly they were with Me, yet secretly they assisted
My foes, who have arisen to dishonor Me. O God,
my God! I testify that Thou hast created Thy serv-
ants to aid Thy Cause and exalt Thy Word, and
yet they have helped Thine enemies. I beseech Thee,
by Thy Cause that hath encompassed the world of
being, and by Thy Name, wherewith Thou hast sub-
jected the seen and unseen, to adorn the peoples of
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the earth with the light of Thy justice, and to illu--
minate their hearts with the brightness of Thy knowl-
edge. I am, O my Lord, Thy sérvant-and the son of
Thy servant. I bear witness unto Thy unity, and
Thy oneness, and to the sanctity of Thy self and the
purity of Thine Essence. Thou beholdest, O my
Lord, Thy trusted ones at the mercy of the treach-
erous among Thy creatures, and the calumniators
amidst Thy people. Thou knowest what hath be-
fallen Us at the hands of them whom Thou knowest

better than we know them. They have committed
what bath torn the veil from such of Thy creatures
as are nigh unto Thee. I beseech Thee to assist them
to obtain that which hath escaped them in the days
of the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation and the
Dayspring of Thine Inspiration. Potent art Thou
to do what pleaseth Thee, and in Thy grasp are the
reins of all that is in heaven and all that is on earth.”
The voice and the lamentation of the true Faith have °
been raised. It calleth aloud and saith: “O people!
By the righteousness of God! T have attained unto’
Him Who hath manifested me and sent me down.
This is the Day whereon Sinai hath smiled at Him
Who conversed upon it, and Carmel at its Revealer,
and the Sadrah at Him Who taught it. Fear ve God,
and be not of them that have denied Him. Withhold
not vourselves from that which hath been revealed -
through His grace. Seize ve the living waters of im-
mortality in- the name of vour Lord, the Lord of all
names, and drink ye in the remembrance of Him,
‘Who 1s the Mlghty, the Peerless.”

O Shaykh! How do the divines of this age account
for the effulgent glorv which the Sadrah of Utterance
hath shed upon the Son of ‘Imrin (Moses) on the
Sinai of Divine knowledge? He (Moses) hearkened
unto the Word which the Burning Bush had urtered,
and accepted it; and yet most men are bereft of the
power of comprehending this, inasmuch as they have -
busied themselves with their own concerns, and are
unaware of the things which belong unto God. Re-
ferrmg to this, the Siyvid of Findirisk hath well said:

“This theme no mortal mind can fathom; be it even
that of Abu-Nasr, or Abu-‘Ali Sind (Avicenna).”
What explananon can they give concerning that -




which the Seal of the Pr‘;;)hets (Muhammad) —may
the souls of all else but Him be offered up for His
sake—hath said?: “Ye, verily, shall behoid vour Lord
as ve behold the full moon on its fourteenth night.”
The Commander of the Faithfu] (Imim 'Ali) —peace
be upon him—moreover, saith in the Khut't;iy-i—
Tutujiyyih: “Anticipate ye the Revelation of Him
Who conversed with Moses from the Burning Bush
on Sinai.” Husayn, the son of ‘Ali—peace be upon
him—Iikewise saith: ““Will there be vouchsafed unto
anvone besides Thee a Revelation which hath not
been vouchsafed unto Thyself—A Revelation Whose
Revealer will be He Who revealed Thee. Blind be
the eye that seeth Thee not!”

0 Shaykh! No breeze can compare witH the
breezes of Divine Revelation, whilst the Word which
is uttered by God shineth and flasheth as the sun

amidst the books of men. Happy the man that hath
discovered it, and recognized it, and said: “Praised
be Thou, Who art the Desire of the world, and thanks
be to Thee, O Well-Beloved of the hearts of such

T

as are devoted to Thee!

O Shaykh! Every time God the True One—exalted
be His glory—revealed Himself in the person of His
Manifestation, He came unto men with the standard
© of “He doeth what He willeth, and ordaineth what

He pleaseth.” None hath the right to ask why or
wherefore, and he that doth so, hath indeed turned
aside from God, the Lord of Lords. In the days of
every Manifestation these things appear and are
evident. Likewise, they have said that about this
Wronged One, to the falsity of which they. who are
nigh unto God and are devoted to Him have borne,
and still bear, witness. By the righteousness of God!
This Hem of His Robe hath ever been and remaineth
unsullied, though many have, at the present time,
purposed to besmirch it ‘with their lying and un-
seemly calumnies. God, however, knoweth and they
know not. He Who, through the might and power
of God, hath arisen before the face of -all the kin-
dreds of the earth, and summoned the maultitudes to
the Supreme Horizon, hath been repudiated by them
" and they have clung instead unto such men as have
"invariably withdrawn themselves behind veils and
curtains, and busied themselves about their own
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protection.  Moreover, many are now engaged in
spreading lies and calumnies, and have no other in-
tention than to instill distrust into the hearts and

souls of men. As soon as some one leaveth the Great
City ' (Constantinople) o visit this land, they at
once” telegraph and proclaim that he hath ‘stolen
money and fied to ‘Akké. A highly accomplished,
learned and distinguished man visited, in his declining
vears, the Holy Land, seeking peace and retirement.
and about him they have wrirten such things as have

caused them who are devoted to God and are nigh
unto Him to sigh.

O Shaykh! My Pen, verily, lamenteth over Mine
own Self, and My Tablet weepeth sore over what hath
befallen Me at the hands of one (Mirzi Yahyi) over
whom We watched for successive vears, and who,
day and night, served in My presence, until he was
made to err by one of My servants, named Siyvid
Muhammad. Unto this bear witness My believing
servants who accompanied Me in My exile from
Baghdid to this, the Most Great Prison. And there
befell Me at the hands of both of them that which
made every man of understanding to cry out, and
he who is endued with insight to groan aloud, and
the tears of the fair-minded wo flow.

O Shaykh! Time and again have I declared,. and
now yet again I affirm, that for two score vears We
have, through the grace of God and by His irre-
sistible and potent will, extended such aid to His
Majesty the Shih—may God assist him—as the expo-
nents of justice and of equity would regard as incon-
testable and ‘absolute. None can deny it, unless he
be a ‘transgressor and sinner, or one who would hate
Us or doubt Our truth. How very strange that until
now the Ministers of State and the representatives
of ‘the people have alike remained unaware of such
‘conspicuous and undeniable service, and, if apprized
of it, have, for reasons of their own; chosen to.ignore
it! Previous to these forty years controversies and
conflicts continually prevailed and ‘agitated the serv-
ants of God. ‘But since then, aided by the hosts of
wisdom, of utterance, of exhortations and under-
standing, they ‘have all seized and taken fast hold
of the firm cord of patience and of the shining hem
“of fortitude, in such wise that this wronged people
“endured steidfastly whatever befell them, -
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O Shaykh! My Pen 15 abashed to recount what

actually took place. In the land of Sad (Isfahin)
th_e fire of tyrannv burned with such a hot flame
that every fair-minded person groaned aloud. By
thy life! The cities of knowledge and of under-
standing wept with such a weeping that the souls
of the pious and of the God-fearing were melted.
The twin shining lights, Hasan and Husayn (The
King of Martyrs and the Beloved of Martyrs) offered
up spontaneously their lives in that city. Neither
fortune, nor wealth, nor glory, could deter them!
God knoweth the things which befell them and yet
the people are, for the most part, unaware!

O Shaykh! If things such as these are to be denied,
what shall, then, be deemed worthy of credence?
Set forth the truth, for the sake of God, and be not
of them that hold their peace. They arrested his
honor Najaf-‘Ali, who hastened, with rapture and
great longing, unto the field of marryrdom, uttering
these words: “We have kept both Bahi and the
khan-i-Bahi (bloodmoney)!” With these words he
yielded up his spirit. Meditate on the splendor and
glory which the light of renunciation, shining from
the upper chamber of the heart of Mulld ‘Ali-Jin,
hath shed. He was so carried away by the breezes of
the Most Sublime Word and by the power of the
Pen of Glory that to him the field of marryrdom
equalled, nay outrivalled, the haunts of earthly de-
lights. Ponder upon the conduct of ‘Aba-Basir and
‘Siyyid Ashraf-i-Zanjani. They sent for the mother

of Ashraf to dissuade her son from his purpose. But
she spurred him on until he suffered a most glorious
martyrdom.

O Shavkh! This people have passed beyond the
narrow straits of names, and pitched their tents upon
the shores of the sea of renunciation. They would
willingly lav down a myriad lives, rather than breathe
the word desired by their enemies. Thev have clung
to that which pleaseth God, and are wholly detached
and ‘freed from the things which pertain unto men.
They have preferred to have their heads cut off
rather than utter one unseemly word. Ponder this
in thine heart. Methinks they have quaffed their fill
of the ocean of renunciation. The life of the present
world hath failed to withhold them from suffering
martyrdom in the path of God. ‘




-TY-
Q Shaykh! In former times he that was chosen
to be slain was but one person, whereas now this
Wronged One hath produced for thee that which
causeth every fair-minded man to marvel. Judge
fairly. T adjure thee, and arise to serve thy Lord.
He, verily, shall reward thee with 2 reward which
neither the treasures of the earth nor all the pos-
sessions of kings and rulers can equal. In all thine
affairs put thy reliance in God, and commit them
unto Him. He will render thee a reward which the
Book hath ordained as greaz. Occupy thyself, during
these fieeting days of thy life, with such deeds as will
diffuse the fragrance of Divine good-pleasure, and
. will be adorned with the ornament of His acceptance.
The acts of his honor, Balal, the Ethiopian, were so
acceptable in the sight of God that the “sin” of his
stuttering tongue excelled the “shin” pronounced by
all the world. This is the day whereon all peoples
should shed the light of unity and concord. In- brief,
the pride and vanity of certain of the peoples of the
world have made havoc of true understanding, and

laid waste the home of justice and of equity,
O Shaykh! That which hath touched this Wronged
One is beyond compare or equal. We have borne it
all with the utmost willingness .and resignation, so

. that the souls of men may be edified, and the Word
of God be exalted. While confined in the prison of
the Land of Mim (Mazn.darin) We were one day
delivered into the hands of the divines, Thou' canst
well imagine what befell Us. Shouldst thou at some-
time happen to visit the dungeon of His Majesty
the Shah, ask the director and chief jailer to show
thee those two chains, one of which 15 known as
Qard-Guhar, and the other as Salisil. I swear by
the Day-Star of Justice that for four months this
| Wronged One was tormented and chained by one
. or the other of them. “My grief exceedeth all the
woes to which Jacob gave vent, and all the afflictions
of Job are but a part of My sorrows!”

O Shaykh! These perspicuous verses have been
sent down in one of the Tablets by the Abhi Pen:
“Hearken, O servant, unto the voice of this Wronged
One, Who hath endured grievous vexations and trials
' the path of God, the Lord of all Names, until
such time as He was cast into prison, in' the Land of
T2 (Tihrdn). He summoned men unto the most
sublime Paradise, and yet they seized Him and
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‘paraded Him through cities and countries. How

many the nights during which slumber fled from the
eyes of My loved ones, because of their love for Me;
and how ‘numerous the days whereon I had to face
the assaults of the peoples against Me! At one time
I found Myself on the heights of mountains; at an-
other in the depths of the prison of T4 (Tihran), in
chains and fetters. By the righteousness of God!

] was at all times thankful unto Him, uttering
His praise, engaged in remembering Him, directed
towards Him, satisfied with His pleasure, and lowly
and submissive before Him. So passed My days, until
they ended in this Prison (‘Akki) which hath made
the earth to tremble and the heavens to sigh. Happy
that one who hath cast awav his vain imaginings,
when He Who was hid came with the standards of
His signs. We, verily, have announced unto men
this Most Great Revelauon, and yet the people are in
a state of strange stupor

Exert thyself, O Shavkh, and arise to serve this
Cause. The Sealed Wine is disclosed in this day before
the faces of men. Seize it in the name of thy Lord,
and quaff thy fill in remembrance of Him Who is -
the Mighty, the Incomparable. Night and day hath
this Wronged One been occupied in that which
would unite the hearts, and edify the souls of men.
The events that have happened in Persia during the
early vears have truly saddened the well-favored and
sincere ones. Each year witnessed a fresh massacre,
pillage, plunder, and shedding of blood. At one time
there appeared in Zanjan that which caused the
greatest consternation; at another in Nayriz, and at
yet another in Tabarsi, and finally there occurred
the episode of the Land of Ta (Txhran) From that

time onwards this Wronged One, assisted by the One
True God—exalted be His glory—acquainted this
oppressed people with the things which beseemed
them. All have sanctified themselves from the things
which they and others possess, and have clung unto,
.and fixed their eyes upon that which pertaineth unte

God.
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O Shaykh! This Wronged One beseecheth God—
blessed and glorified be He—to make thee the one who
will open the door of justice, and reveal through thee
His Cause among His servants. He, verily, is the
All-Powerful, the Almighty, the All-Bounteous.

O Shaykh! Entreat thou the one true God to
sanctify the ears, and the eyes, and the hearts of
mankind, and to protect them from the desires of
a corrupt inclination. For malice is a grievous malady
which depriveth man from recognizing the Great
Being, and debarreth him from the splendors of the
sun of certitude. We pray and hope that through
the grace and mercy of God He may remove this
mighty obstacle. He, verily, is the Potent, the All-

Subduing, the Almighty.

. O Shaykh! We have enabled thee to hear the melo-
dies of the Nightingale of Paradise, and unveiled to
thine eyes the signs which God, by His all-compelling
behest, hath sent down in the Most Great Prison, that
thine eye might be cheered, and thy soul be well-
assured. He, verily, is the All-Bounteous, the Gen-
erous. Arise thou through the power of His testi-
mony to serve the Cause of God, thy Lord, the God
of Mercy. If thy faith be fearful, seize thou My
Tablet, and preserve it in the bosom of trust. And
when thou enterest into the place of resurrection,
and God asketh thee by what proof thou hast be-
beved in this Revelation, draw forth the Tablet and
say: “By this Book, the holy, the mighty, the incom-

parable.” Thereupon all will lift up their hands

towards thee, and will seize the Tablet, and will press
it to their eyes, and will inhale therefrom the fra-

grance of the utterance of God, the Lord of the
worlds. Were God to torment thee for having be-
lieved in His signs in this Revelation, for what reason
could He then torment such as have disbelieved in
Muhammad, the Apostle of God, and before Him in
.Jesus, the Son of Mary, and before Him in the One
Who' conversed with God (Moses), and before Him
in the One Who is the Friend of God (Abraham),
and as far back as the One Who was the First Mani-
festation, Who was created by the will of Thy Lord,
the Potent, the All-Encompassing. Thus have We
sent down Our verses unto one before thee, and
recalled them unto thee, in this dav, that thou mayest
understand, and be of them who are well assured.
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O thou who assumest the voice of knowledge! This
Cause is 100 evident to be obscured, and too conspic-
uous to be concealed. It shineth as the sun in its
meridian glory. None car deny it unless he be a
hater and a doubter.

O Shaykh! We had seized the reins of authority
by the power of God and His Divine might, as He
alone can seize, Who is the Mighty, the Strong. None
had the power to stir up mischief or sedition. Now,

Pen hath sent down these most sublime words:
‘Should anyone, in the presence of the Manifestation,
discover an evil intention on the part of any soul,
he must not oppose him, but must leave him to God.’
Considering that on the one hand this binding com-
mand is clear and firmly established, and that on the
other. calumnies, beyond human strength to bear or
endure, have been uttered, this servant hath’ chosen
to coramit this most grievous sin. I turn suppliantly
unto the ocean of God’s bounty and the heaven of
Divine mercy, and hope that He will blot out with
the pen of His grace and bounteousness the misdeeds
of this servant. Though my transgressions be mani-
fold, and unnumbered my evil-doings, yet do 1 cleave

tenaciously to the cord of His bounty, and cling unto

the hem of His generosity.” God is witness, and they
that are nigh unto His Threshold know full well,
that this servant could not bear to hear the tales
related by the perfidious. I, therefore, have com-
mitted this act. If He chastise me, He verily is to
be praised for what He doeth; and if He forgive me,
His behest shall be obeyed.” L

Ponder, now, O Shaykh, the influence of the word
of God, that haply thou mayest turn from the left
hand of idle fancy unto the right hand of certitude.
This Wronged One hath never acted hypocritically
towards any one, in the Cause of God, and hath
Joudly proclaimed the Word of God before the face
of His creatures. Let him who wisheth turn there-

unto, and let him who wisheth turn aside. If these
things, however, that aré so clear, so manifest and
indubitable, be denied, what else can be deemed
acceptable and worthy of credence in the estimation
of men of insight? We beseech. God-~blessed and
glorified be He—to forgive the aforementioned per-
son (Haji Shaykh Muhammad-‘Ali), and change his
evil -deeds into good ones. He, verily, is the All-
Powerful, the Almighty, the All-Bounteous.

2
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O Shaykh! Ponder upon the things which have
been mentioned, perchance thou mayest quaff the
Sealed Wine through the power of the name of Him

Who is the Self-Subsisting, and obtain that which no
one is capable of comprehznding. Gird up the loins
of endeavor, and direct thyself towards the Most
Sublime Kingdom, thar haply thou mayest per-
ceive, as they descend upon Me, the breaths of Reve-
lation and inspiration, and attain thereunto. Verily,
1 say: The Cause of God hath never had, nor hath it
now, any peer or equal. Rend asunder the veils of
idle fancies. He, in truth, will reenforce thee, and
assist thee, as a token of His grace. He, verily, is
the Strong, the All-Subduing, the Almighty. While
there is yet time, and the blessed Lote-Tree is still
calling aldud amongst men, suffer not thyself to be
deprived. Place thy trust in God, and commit thine
affairs unto Him, and enter then the Most Great’
Prison, that thou mayest hear what no ear hath ever
heard, and gaze on that which no eye hath ever seen.
After such an exposition, can there remain any room
for doubt? Nay, by God, Who standeth over His
Cause! In truth I say: On this day the blessed words
“But He is the Apostle of God, and the Seal of the
Prophets” have found their consummation in the verse
“The day when mankind shall stand before the Lord
of the worlds.” Render thou thanksgiving unto God,
for so great a bounty. :

"~ Reflect, O Shaykh, upon the Shi‘ih sect. How
many the edifices which they reared with the hands
of idle fancies and vain imaginings, and - how numer-
ous the cities which they built! At length those vain
imaginings were converted into bullets and aimed
at Him Who is the Prince of the world. Not one

single soul among the leaders of that sect acknowl-

edged Him in the Day of His Revelation! When-

ever His blessed name was mentioned, all would say:

“May God hasten the joy His coming will bring!”
On the day of the Revelation of that Sun of Truth,
however, all, as hath been observed, have exclaimed,
saying: “May God hasten His chastisement!” He Who
was the Essence of being and Lord of the seen and
unseen ‘they suspended, and committed what made
the Tablet to weep, and the Pen to groan, and the
cries of the sincere to break: forth, and the tears of
the favored ones to flow. : :
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Meditate, O Shaykh, and be fair in what thou
sayest. The followers of Shaykh-i-Ahs3’i (Shaykh
Ahmad) have, by the aid of God, apprehended that
which was veiled from the comprehension of others,
and of which they remained deprived. Briefly, in
every age and century differences have arisen in the
days of the manifestation of the Daysprings of Rev-
clation, and the Dawning-Places of inspiration, and
the Repositories of Divine knowledge, differences
which have been caused and provoked by lying and
impious souls. To expatiate on this is not permissible.
Thou art thyself better acquainted and more familiar
with the idle fancies of the superstitious anc the
vain imaginings of the doubters.

O Shaykh! While hemmed in by tribulations this
Wronged One is occupied in setting down these
words. On every side the flame of oppression and
tyranny can be discerned. Orn the one hand, tidings
have reached Us that Our loved ones have been
arrested in the land of T4 (Tihrin) and this not-
withstanding that the sun, and the moon, and the
land, and the sea all testify that this people are
adorned with the adornment of fidelity, and have
clung and will cling to naught except that which
can ensure the exaltation of the government, and the
maintenance of order within the nation, and the
tranquillity of the people.

O Shaykh! We have time and again stated that for
a number of vears We have extended Our aid unto
His Majesty the Shah. For years no untoward inci-
dent bath occurred in Persia. The reins of the stirrers
of sedition among various sects were held firmly in
the grasp of power. None hath transgressed his
limits. By God! This people have never been, nor
are they now, inclined to mischief. Their hearts are
illumined with the light of the fear of God, and
adorned with the adornment of His love. Their

concern hath ever been and now is for the better-
ment of the world.. Their purpose is to obliterate
differences, and quench the flame of hatred and en-
mity, so that the whole earth may come to be viewed
as one country.

g
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O Shaykh! Ponder the behavior of men. The
inmates of the cities of knowledge and wisdom are
sore perplexed asking themselves why it is that the
Shi‘ih sect, which regarded itself as the most learned,
the most righteous, and the most pious of all the
peoples of the world, hath turned aside in the Day
of His Revelation, and hath shown a cruelty such as
hath never been experienced. It is incumbent upon
thee to reflect 2 while. From the inception of this
sect until the present day how great hath been the
number of the divines that have appeared, none of
whom became cognizant of the nature of this Reve-
lation.. What could have been the cause of this way-
wardness? Were We to mention it, their limbs would
cleave asunder. It is necessary for them to meditare,
to meditate for a thousand thousand years,

O Shaykh! Enter thou My presence, that thou
mayest behold what the eye of the universe hath never
beheld, and hear that which the ear of the whole
creation: hath never heard, that haply thou mayest
free thyself from the mire of vague fancies, and set
thy face towards the Most.Sublime Station, wherein:
this Wronged One calleth aloud: “The Kingdom is .
God’s, the Almighty, the All-Praised!” We fain
would hope that through thine exertions the wings

of men may be sanctified {rom the mire of self and
desire, and be made worthy to soar in the atmosphere
of God’s love. Wings that are besmirched with mire
can never soar.. Unto this testify they who are the
exponents of justice and eqmry, and yet the peOple
are in evident doubt. '

O Shaykh! Protests have been voiced against Us
from every side—protests such as Qur pen craveth
pardon for setting down. Nevertheless, by reason of
Our great mercy, We have replied unto them, in
accordance with the understanding of men, that
haply they may be delivered from the fire of niegation
and denial, and become illumined with the light of
affirmation and acceptance. Equity is rarely to be :
found, and justice hath ceased to exxst
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o Shavkh' It 1 mcurnbent upon the divines to
unite with His Majesty, the Shah——-mav God assist
him—and to cleave day and night unto that which

will exalt the station of both the government and

the nation. This peopie are assiduously occupied in
enlightening the souls of men and in rehabilitating
their condition. Unto this testifieth that which hath
been sent down by the Most Sublime Pen in this lucid
Tablet. How often have things been simple and
easy of accomplishment, and yet most men have beea

heedless, and busied :‘_thcmselves with that which

wasteth their time!

(@) Shavkh' Seek thou the shore of the Most Great
Qcean, and enter, then, the Crimson Ark which God
hath ordainéd in the Qavytum-i-Asma for the people
of Baha. Verily, it passeth over land and sea. He
that entereth therein is saved, and he that turneth

aside perxsheth Shouldst thou enter therein and

attain unto it, set thy face towards the I\aaba of God,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting, and say: “O
my God! T beseech Thee by Thy most glorious light,

and all Thy hghtﬂ are verily glorious.” Thereupon,

will the doors of the Kingdom be flung wide before:

thy face, and thou wilt behold what eve: have never
beheld, and hear what ears have never heard. This
Wronged One exhorteth thee as He hath exhorted
thee before, and hath never had any wish for thee
save that thou shouldst enter the ocean of the unity
of God, the Lord of the worlds. This is the day
whereon all created things crv out, and announce
unto men this Revelation, through which hath ap-
peared what ‘was concealed and preserved in the
knowledge of God, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

O Shaykh! ‘Thou hast heard the sweet melodies
of the Doves of Utterance cooing on the boughs of
the Lote-Tree of knowledge. Hearken, now, unto
the notes of the Birds of Wisdom upraised in the
Most ' Sublime 'Paradise. They verily will acquaint
thee with things of which thou wert wholly unaware.
Give ear unto that which the Tongue of Might and

Power hath spoken in the Books of God, the Desiré

of every understandmg heart. At this moment a

Voice was raised from the Lote-Tree beyond which
there is no passing, in the heart of the Most Sublime

Paradise, bidding Me relate unto thee that which
hath been sent doWn in the Books and Tablets, apd

i
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the things spoken by My Forerunner, Who laid down
His life for this Great Announcement, this Straight
Path. He hath said—and He, verily, speaketh the
truth: “I have written down in My mention of Him
these gem-like words: ‘No allusion of Mine can allude
unto Him, neither anything mentioned in the
Bayan.’” And further, He—exalted and glorified be
He——saith, concerning this most mighty Revelation,
this Great Announcement: “Exalted and glorified is
He above the power of any one to reveal Him except
Himself, or the description of any of His creatures.
I Myself am but the first servant to believe in Flim
and in His signs, and to partake of the sweet savors
of His words from the first-fruits of the Paradise
of His knowledge. Yea, by His glory! He is the
Trath. There is none other God but Him. All have
arisen at His bidding.” Such are the words sung by
the Dove of Truth on the boughs of the Divine Lote-
Tree. Well is it with him that hath given ear unto its
Voice, and quaffed from the oceans of Divine utter-
ance that lie concealed in each of these words. In
another connection hath the Voice of the Bayin
called aloud from the loftiest branches. He saith—
blessed and glorified be He: “In the year nine ye will
attain unto all good.” On another occasion He saith:
“In the year nine ye will attain unto the Presence
of God.” These melodies, uttered by the Birds of the
cities of Knowledge, conform with that which hath
been sent down by the All-Merciful in the Qur’an.
Blessed are the men of insight; blessed they that attain
thereunto. | | :
. O Shaykh! I swear by God! The River of Mercy
floweth, and the Ocean of Utterance surgeth, and
the Sun of Revelation shineth forth resplendent.
With a detached heart, and 2a dilated breast, and an
utterly truthful tongue, recite thou these sublime
words that have been revealed by My Forerunner—
the Primal Point. He saith—glorified be His utter-
ance—addressing his honor, ‘Azim: . “This, verily, is
the thing We promised thee, ere the moment We
answered thy call. Wait thou until nine will have
elapsed from the time of the Bayin. Then exclaim:
“Blessed, therefore, be God, the most excellent of
Makers!” Say: This, verily, is an Announcement
which none except God hath. comprehended. Ye,
however, will be unaware on that day.” In the year _
nine this Most Great Revelation arose and shone forth _
brightly above the horizon of the Will of God. None
can deny it save he who is heedless and doubteth.
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‘We pray God to aid His servants to return unto Him,
and beg forgiveness for the things they cormitted
‘in this vain life. He, venly, is the Forgiving, the
Pardoner, the All-Merciful. In another connection
He saith: “1 am the first servant to believe in Him,
and in His signs.” In like manner, in the Persian
Bayin, He saith: “He, verily, 1s the One Who, under
all conditions, proclaimeth: ‘I, in" very truth, am

God!’ ” and so on—blessed and glorified be He. That
which is meant by Divinity and Godhead hath pre-
viously been stated. We have in truth rent the veils
asunder and disclosed that which will draw men nigh
unto God, Who layeth low the necks of men. Happy
the man that hath attained unto justice and equity in
this Grace that hath encompassed all that is in the
heavens and all that is on earth, as bidden by God,
the Lord of the worlds.

O Shaykh! Hearken unto the melodies of the
Gospel with the ear of fairness. He saith—glorified
be His utterance—prophesying the things that are
to come: “But of that Day and Hour knoweth no
man, no, not the angels of heaven, nor the Sonm,
but the Father.” By Father in this connection is
meant God—exalted be His glory. He, verily, is the
True Educator, and the Spiritual Teacher.

O Shaykh! Great is the Cause, and great the An-
‘nouncement! Patiently and calmly ponder thou upon
the resplendent signs-and the sublime words, and all
that hath been revealed in these days, that haply
thou mayest fathom the mysteries that are hid in the
Books, and mavest strive to guide His servants.
Hearken with thine inner ear unto the Voice of Jere-
miah, Who saith: “Oh, for great is that Day, and it
‘hath no equal.” Wert thou to observe with the eye
of fairness, thou wouldst perceive the greatness of
~ the Day. Incline thine ear unto the Voice of this
All-Knowing Counselior, and suffer not thyself to be
deprived of the mercy that hath surpassed all created
things, visible and invisible. Lend an ear unto the
song of David. He saith: “Who will bring me into
the Strong City?” The Strong City 15 ‘Akka,
which hath been named the Most Great Prison, - and
which  possesseth a fortress and mighty ramparts.

O Shaykh! Peruse that which Isaiah hath spoken
in His Book. He saith: “Get thee up into the high
mountain, O Zion, that bringest good tidings; lift up
Thy Voice with strength, O Jerusalem, that bringest
good tidings. Lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the




cities of Judah: 'Beholé \;'our God! Behold the Lord
God will come with strong hand, and His arm shall
rule for Him.”” This Day all the signs have appeared.
A Great City hath descended from heaven, and Zion
trembleth and exulteth with joy at the Revelation
of God, for it hath heard the Voice of God on every
side. This Day Jerusalem hath attained unto 2 new
Evangel, for in the stead of the sycamore standeth
the cedar. Jerusalem is the place of pilgrimage for
all the peoples of the world, and hath been named

‘ the Holy City. Together with Zion and Palestine,
they are all included within these regions. Where-
» fore, hath it been said: “Blessed is the man that hath

mxgrated to ‘Akkd.”

- Amos saith: “The Lord will roar from Zion, and
utter His Voice from Jerusalem; and the habitations
of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel
shall wither.” Carmel, in the Book of God, hath been
designated as the Hill of God, and His Vineyard. It
is here that, by the grace of the Lord of Revelation,

" the Tabernacle of Glory hath been raised. Happy
are they that attain thereunto; happy they that set

their faces towards it. And Likewise He saith: “Our- -

God will come, and He will not be silent.” :
~ O Shaykh! Reflect upon these words addressed by
Him Who is the Desire of the world to Amos. He
saith: “Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel, for, lo,
He that formeth the mountains and createth the
wind, and declareth unto man what is his thought,
that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon
the high places of the earth, the Lord, the God of
.Hosts 1s His name.” He saith that He maketh the
morning darkness. By this is meant that if, at the
. time of the Manifestation of Him Who conversed on
Sinai anyone were to regard himself as the true morn,
he will, through the might and power of God, be
turned into darkness. He truly is the false dawn,
though believing himself to be the true one. Woe
unto him, and woe unto such as follow him without

. a clear token from God, the Lord of the worlds.

14

O Shaykh! Wert thou to peréeive, be it less than
a needle’s eye, the breaths of Mine utterance, thou
wouldst abandon the world and all that is therein,
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and wouldst set thy face towards the lights of the
countenance of the Desired One. Briefly, in the say-
ings of Him Who is the Spirit (Jesus) unnumbered
significances lie” concealed. Unto many things did
He refer, but as He found none possessed of a hearing
ear or a seeing eve He chose to conceal most of these
things. Even as He saith: “But ye cannot bear them
now.” That Dawning-Place of Revelation saith that
on that Day He Who is the Promised One will reveal
the things which are to come. Accordingly in the
Kitib-i-Aqdas, and in the Tablets to the Kings, and
in the Lawh-i-Ra’is, and in the Lawh-i-Fu’ad, most
of the things which have come to pass on this earth

have been announced and prophesied by the Most
Sublime Pen.

$

O Shaykh! Tell the people of the Bayin: “Ponder
ve these blessed words. He saith: “The whole of the
Bavan is only a leaf amongst the leaves of His Para-
dise.” Be fair, O people, and be not of such as are
accounted as lost in the Book of God, the Lord of
the worlds.” The blessed Lote-Tree standeth, in this
day, before thy face, laden with heavenly, with new
and wondrous fruits. Gaze on it, detached from all
else save it. Thus hath the Tongue of might and
power spoken at this Spot which God hath adorned
- with the footsteps of His Most Great Name and
Mighty Announcement.

»
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