A XOMPARATIVE OF DYNAMICS
I8 TAVAJO CBREMOHIAY, AND
THE BAHAYLS “ORLD FAITH,

It 1s & fairly sommon tendency among the veoples smong the
peosles of the weatern (white) world to disoredit any religicus practe
foas thet &o mot heve the gytwerd appeemancs thnt ig autﬁm‘m with
Christienily, iz feet 2o 2o far aa to digeredis the wavying practices
of ir amoeng themsolyes, Little thousght is giwn to the wnderiying
traths whollh are constond, and thet the widely wveryiug surfoce orsotise
o@ of the bellefs are but gloaks woven of the stvmbolisms thet give
body %o thaele splritusl druths and easble sexn %o bYbetler %8 ewara of
them by hoaving them materislly present as a esnstant reminder oftheir
apiritual moaning,

ian of the westorn world, having mere snd more veplsoed aplrite
waldty with "msaberiallity”, raached the polut of sttributing all the
voluss of sxistence to oubwerd form of wllgious eersmony to i s extent
of leaing the very purt that ia wtood Tor or symbolized, that is,
gplritusllity, Zince pow men hay only these cuiwerd Jornsy withoul moane
ing, he tends to Judege others compaxutively dy this form clome, Any
thing that aiffers frem it is Judged forcien, beathen and of the dewil,

Howevor this mey ke, upon cleay sxanination we find quite & Jiff-
ersut pleture unfclding to the disesrning eye if we but lovk underneath
the shell of soremonfes, Like the flves ané energies of this earth
ere hidden under the mepiie of the soil im all 1%e waristions, the
wvariotions Yeing dletsteod by loentions with thelr warying olimatie and
other ehursstoristics, so the mantles of religion 4iffer but ths fires

ané ensrgies, 1.,0., their dynexics ure one truth no metter what the
outward appesrances Ney be.



The southwestern Indian pooples have 2 long and intrionte system

of cafemaonlel, known chiefly as 3INGS, WAYS or CHANTS smong the Navajo
and dances among the Pueblo, The Navajo SINGS are, in their majority,
used in the art of healing, ofeschieving this in part in bringing the
potient hsok into tune with the universe, 1.0., with himself snd throw
that with all things, spirituslly snd meterielly in the world in whieh

he lives, The dynsmios employed by the SINGER, or MEDUCINE MAN, are
in direot relation to the Tadblets written dy Bale «u-llah and 'Abdu'le
Baha, ond "Sone Answered Questions® (see B, and the N, B, p, 133),
In the Bels '1 Writinge it is expliocitly ststed th:t spiritusl means
mast go hund in hend with material means for sull and lasting effecte
ivenese, The prayers to help sohieve this, are sung, or shanted, much
like the Persisn or Arebie manner of shanting prayers to the One
Almighty Beinge. Ths purging done t hrough physdeal stimzlants, the
anneinting and application of herd medications, all heve a dunl meane
ing, the materially soothing and healing effest of their omm as well
as the spiritusl adjustment implicated by thelr varying synbologye
The potency of healing and, spirituclly, character uplifting forced
evoked by neayr absclute faith to the extent of currying the faith
into deily living attests %o the power and oneness of all religlon that
is practised to the Glory of the One True God, be He oculled Great Spirit,
Mazda, Allah, God, Creator, Divine Being! The powors of mature given
map for his utilization (8,A.,Q, ohe 1) are invoked through the rhytim
in preyer indueing harmonious energies to come te his sld, This is al
most a lost knowledge and esn only begin to be tapped by western man
through returning te the living of a spiritusl bdasis of existense in
this world,

Thus, the spiritual invoeation of the natural enerzies for the wele



ole
fare of man ig the basie premise of Indisn ecerencninl, It rmst de ade
mitted that there are ever inersasing aspeots within seremoniasls that
are begoming perverted through misuse, lost originel meaning and and
"over the ages mininterpretation™ whiech is bringing abdbout superstition
end fear and strong signs of disintegfation, especially among the Nuve] o
Also the sp-oslled "adaptability" of this people is zreatly contribute
ing to this disintegration by adapting too mich of the bad snd very
1ittle of the 1ittle good of the white man, GUuite the reverse with tis
same resalt may be attributed to the Pueble where, in many ocases, he
has bogome so inflexible in his protective armor ageinst white man ine
fluence, that ta everinoreasing vibrstions of ehange, and this is new
spiritually as well ss materially, are dlsintegrating in their influeme,
Heo has ceased to be able to end with the new wind and acknowledge
its influence,

86411, 1t is no good for us to put out aseent on the negative sae
peots of any one faith but only concentration on the positive side, its
strengthening therof and the progressive and the progressive steps tha
must needs harmoniously follew will help us schieve oursoal.



