
 

 

NORTH AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR BAHÁ'Í STUDIES: 
 
The North American Association for Bahá’í Studies began holding conferences in 
January of 1976. While it is evident from the previous notations that Indians have been 
involved in the Association for Bahá'í Studies far earlier, here is a list of presentations 
made (by Indians and others) through the regular sessions or at the Indigenous Studies 
session since 2000, some of which pertain to Indians in the Western Hemisphere. 
 
 

24th ABS Annual Conference (August 31-Sept 3, 2000) 
Delta Meadowvale Resort and Conference Centre Mississauga, ON  

“A Century of Light: Who Is Writing the Future?” 
 
Aboriginal Economic Development: A Bahá’í Perspective 
Presented by Parviz Yazdani 
 
Sacred Circle: Child of the Seventh Generation 
Presented by Jacqueline Left Hand Bull (Sicangu Lakota from Rosebud) 
 
The Native American Intertribal Movement: Connections to a Global Perspective 
Presented by Dr. Don Addison 
 
Keedu T’ei Kaa: The Man Behind the Dam, A Story on the Covenant 
Presented by Mark Wedge (Tsimshian?) 
 
What is Bahá’í Scholarship from the Perspective of Native Culture? 
Presented by Jacqueline Left Hand Bull 
 
 

25th ABS Annual Conference (August 31-Sept 3, 2001) 
Sheraton Seattle Hotel & Towers, WA 
“Towards a Spiritual Civilization” 

 
Linking Sacred Site and Sacred Song: The Arc as a Metaphorical Framework for 
Documenting the Performative Process—A Case Study of a Lakota Song keeper 
Presented by Pauline Tuttle [Mi'kmaq from Abegweit (Prince Edward Island)] 
 
Beyond Forgiveness 
Presented by Valerie J. Phillips (Eastern Cherokee) 
 
Native Americans and the Bahá’í Faith 
Presented by Dr. Don Addison 
 
 
 

26th ABS Annual Conference (August 30-Sept.2, 2002) 



 

 

Delta Meadowvale Resort and Conference Centre Mississauga, ON  
“Towards a Spiritual Civilization: Spirit into Action” 

 
 
Diary as Therapist/Artist Working in First Nations Communities of Northwest British 
Columbia 
Presented by Edward Epp 
 
The Sacred Feminine Presence in the Arts of Native Americans 
Presented by Nadema Agard 
  
Strengthening Bahá’í Identity of Indian Believers 
Presented by Danielle Locke (Cree from Kawacatoose First Nation in Saskatchewan) 
 
 

27th ABS Annual Conference (Aug. 29 - Sept. 1, 2003) 
San Francisco Airport Marriott, CA  

“Religion and Community in a Time of Crisis” 
 
 
JORDAN BIGHORN ~ Patricia Locke Scholarship Recipient 
 
Special Interest Group 
 
Tawacín Wâste Wín Indigenous Studies Circle 
 
Coordinator: Dr. PAULINE TUTTLE; Co-chairs: LOUISE PROFEIT-LEBLANC, ROBIN 
CHANDLER, and Dr. PAULINE TUTTLE 
 
8:30 a.m. Opening Prayers; Welcome - MARY GUBATAYAO HAGEN 
8:45 a.m. Centering the Day - LOUISE PROFEIT-LEBLANC; Overview of Day’s 
Program -.ROBIN CHANDLER; Overview of Formation Process and Introduction to 
Honoring - PAULINE TUTTLE 
9:00 a.m.  Honoring for the late Tawacín Wâste Wín (Patricia Locke) 
9:40 a.m.  Panel:  The Complementarity of Diverse Ways of Knowing 
(1) Ways of Knowing, Ways of Seeing Indigenous Scholarship -LOUISE PROFEIT-
LEBLANC; 
(2) From Fragmentation to Consolidation and Unity: Indigenous Scholarship and the 
New Ethnic Studies in the U.S. - ROBIN CHANDLER; 
(3) New Paradigms in Indigenous Studies, Questions to Ponder - PAULINE TUTTLE 
10:40 a.m. Break 
11:00 a.m. Establishing Indigenous Identity in the Covenant - JORDON BIGHORN 
11:30 a.m. Panel: Highlights from the Field: Empowering Our Youth 
1) From the Heart - DELORIA BIGHORN; (2) The Importance of Cultural Revitalization 
and Indigenous Youth Leadership Development in our Collective Spiritual Destiny - 



 

 

KATHY MADJIDI; (3) Indigenous Scholarship in Community Contexts - SONNY 
VOYAGEUR 
 
12:30 p.m. Preliminary Consultation on Vision Statement  
1:15 p.m.  Lunch Break 
2:00 p.m. Consultation on Vision, Purpose, and Goals   
3:30 p.m.  Consultation on Logistics  
4:00 p.m.  Understanding the Bahá’í Concept of Scholarship in the Context of 
Indigenous Cultures - ABDU’L-MISSAGH GHADIRIAN 
5:00–5:30 p.m. Closing Thoughts and Commitments for Future Initiatives 
 
History, Ritual, and Familial/Community Bonds: A Native American Perspective 
Presented by: Tharon Weighill 
 
Bahá’í Language Educators: 
 
What’s in a Name? The Kalakwahti Vision - Dr. PAULINE TUTTLE 
 
World Association to Promote Bahá’í Libraries and Archives: 
 
Roundtable on Local Bahá’í Archives and Libraries (PAULINE TUTTLE, DAVID PIFF; 
Chair: ROGER DAHL) The roundtable will discuss how to effectively train local 
archivists and librarians, considering that there are over 1,100 LSAs in the United 
States and 300 in Canada and they often have a high turnover of local archivists. What 
are possible training options and what should the training consist of? The roundtable will 
consist of audience participation and three speakers who will give short presentations 
 
Sacred Texts: 
The Sacred Text of Nature: A Weaving Together of Native American, Ecological, and 
Bahá’í Views 
Presented by John Thelen Steere and Tuli Rode 
 
Coming to Terms with ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s “Savages” 
Presented by Derik Smith and Misha Mayernick 
 
The Seven Valleys: A Seven Step Process to Psycho-spiritual Development 
Presented by Michelle Thelen Steere and Tuli Rode (Apache) 
 
Storytelling and Community in the Bahá’í Faith 
Presented by Carolyn Sawin and Louise Profeit-LeBlanc 
 
Louise Profeit-LeBlanc: Storytelling and Community in the Bahá’í Faith 
LOUISE PROFEIT- LEBLANC is the aboriginal arts coordinator for the Canada Council 
for the Arts in Ottawa. She co-founded the Yukon International Storytelling Festival and 
has developed workshops utilizing story as a means for community development and 



 

 

cross-cultural communication. Her storytelling draws on the traditions of her ancestors, 
the Athapaskan people of the Yukon Territory of Northern Canada 
 
John Thelen Steere and Tuli Rode:  The Sacred Text of Nature: A Weaving Together of 
Native American, Ecological, and Bahá’í Views.  Learning the sacred text of nature has 
been the practice of native peoples worldwide. The primal understanding of humanity as 
caretaker of the earth has been reawakened through the principles of modern ecology 
and environmental stewardship. We will weave together traditional teachings from a 
variety of North American tribes with Bahá’í writings on “the book” of nature, seeking to 
synthesize their messages to reveal how native peoples had an original sense of Bahá’í 
principles. Turning away from this sense of reciprocity with nature has been a source of 
our contemporary ecological crisis. We’ll offer antidotes reflecting respect for the 
sacredness of the Creation. 
 
Michelle Thelen-Steere and Tuli Rode: The Seven Valleys: A Seven Step Process to 
PsychoSpiritual Development.  The Recovery Model for addictions and trauma has 
been used for over seventy years. While helpful for many, it is an incomplete paradigm 
for the transformation of self. In our presentation, we will explore the concepts of 
Uncovery and Discovery as adjuncts to the Recovery process. This threefold method is 
adapted from The Seven Valleys and the Four Valleys. 
 
Tuli Rode: TULI RODE, CCHT, is of Apache heritage and a cross-cultural counselor 
and consultant in Native American resource development for treatment therapies. 
 
 
Carolyn Sawin and Louise Profeit-Leblanc: Storytelling and Community in the Bahá’í 
Faith.  Almost every Bahá’í is familiar with the stories of the Dawn-Breakers, which are 
recounted again and again at Bahá’í events throughout the year. As individuals, we also 
share with others our personal experiences in the Faith, from stories of becoming a 
Bahá’í to accounts of recent teaching trips. Both of these kinds of stories play an 
integral part in shaping Bahá’í identity and community life, yet we are seldom conscious 
of this process. This workshop will examine the nature and role of storytelling in the 
Bahá’í Faith, and will challenge participants to utilize storytelling in their own lives as 
Bahá’ís 
 
CAROLYN SAWIN earned a PhD in anthropology from the University of Washington in 
2000. Her doctoral dissertation was an oral history of the Bahá’í Faith among First 
Nations people in the Yukon. Dr. Sawin has taught anthropology and American Indian 
Studies at the University of New Hampshire. 
 
 
PAULINE TUTTLE is adjunct professor, School of Music, University of Victoria, British 
Columbia, and director, Kalakwahti Studies Centre, Lake Cowichan, BC. Dr. Tuttle has 
published numerous articles and papers in the field of ethnomusicology. 
 
 



 

 

 
28th ABS Annual Conference (Sept. 3-6, 2004) 

Hyatt Regency Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
“Spirit and Intellect: Advancing Civilization” 

 
 
DANIEL BAUMGARTNER ~ Patricia Locke Scholarship Recipient 
 
Special Interest Group: Tawacín Wâste Wín Indigenous Studies Circle 
Coordinator: PAULINE TUTTLE 
 
Theme: “To Walk in Beauty: Balancing Spirit and Intellect in the Scholarship of 
Indigenous Bahá’ís” 
 
8:30 a.m.  Opening Prayers 
9:00 a.m.  Walking the Straight Path: Empowering Indigenous Junior Youth to Become 
“Outstanding Examples of Education, of Culture, and of Civilization for the Entire World” 
- Daniel Baumgartner (Patricia Locke Scholarship Recipient) Introduced by JORDAN 
BIGHORN (2003 Patricia Locke Scholarship Recipient) 
9:45 a.m. The Role of the Arts in Social and Economic Development - LOUISE 
PROFEIT-LEBLANC 
10:35 a.m.  Break 
10:40 a.m.  From Heart to Breath to Song: The History and Impact of Aboriginal Bahá’ís 
in Canada—An Oral History Documentation Project - GRETCHEN JORDAN-BASTOW 
and PAULINE TUTTLE 
11:20 a.m.  Art, Pathway of the Hearts: Incorporating the Arts into Indigenous Study 
Circles - MARY GUBATAYAO-HAGEN and TULI RODE 
12:10 p.m.  Lunch Break 
1:00 p.m.  Vision Statement and SIG Mandate Consultation 
1:45 p.m.  Consultation 
3:45 p.m.  Break 
4:00 p.m.  Building Infrastructure: Introductory Overview - DANIELLE LOCKE 
5:15 p.m.  Closing prayers and song 
 
Imperial Ballroom: 9:00 a.m. Plenary Session 
Chair: LOUISE PROFEIT-LEBLANC 
 
The Bahá’í Faith and North American Cultural Minorities:  Understanding American 
Indians and the Bahá’í Writings with an Emphasis on Urban Indians Presented by Dr. 
LITTLEBRAVE BEASTON 
 
Growth and Retention in the Bahá’í Community and American Indians 
Presented by DANIELLE LOCKE and BILL GEISSLE 
 
The Impact of Practice on Theory:  Bahá’í Principles in Design: An Aboriginal Housing 
Alternative 



 

 

Presented by Angela Rout 
 
Counseling Strategies with the Seven Valleys 
Presented by Michelle Thelen Steere and Tuli Rode 
 
Community, Identity, and Learning I:..Collaborative Scholarship, Service-Learning, and 
Community Building: The Scholarly Relevance of Ruhi Study Circles and Indigenous 
Ways of Knowing 
Presented by Dr. Susan Brill de Ramirez 
 
Community, Identity, and Learning II:  Leaving the Glass Case: The Museum and the 
Aboriginal Encounter with Modern European Ways of Learning and Knowing 
Presented by Linda Young 
 
Beyond Red Power: The Alternative Activist Approach of Dorothy Maquabeak Francis 
Presented by Chelsea Horton 
 
 
Littlebrave Beaston  •  Understanding American Indians and the Bahá’í Writings with an 
Emphasis on Urban Indians. 
This session will be Text based as well as bring an American Indian perspective to the 
promise of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá: “Likewise, should these Indians be educated and properly 
guided, there can be no doubt that through the Divine teachings they will become so 
enlightened that the whole earth will be illumined.” Shoghi Effendi also talks about the 
importance of bringing American Indians into the Faith. And now some fifty-seven years 
later the majority of American Indians live in urban settings in Bahá’í communities that 
are well established and well within our reach. 
 
LITTLEBRAVE BEASTON (Tsimshean, Makah, and Greek) received her naturopathic 
doctorate at Bastyr University and her MEd in counseling from North Dakota State 
University. She has been a Bahá’í since 1969 and has experienced Reservation, rural 
and urban, large and small, heterogeneous and homogenous Bahá’í communities 
 
Jordan Bighorn  •  A Possible Reality of the Word of God 
Within our dreams and imagination of the spiritual radiance the Word of God has shed 
upon the world, there is an important perspective from which to garner the most 
“natural” understanding of such a reality. Whether or not it is the most plausible method 
of viewing the Word of God will be left up to the individual; however, the following 
question may serve as the beginning of a “methodology to spirituality”: Does the Light of 
the Word of God illuminate knowledge that has already been established? Or has that 
knowledge been produced by this Light, regardless of an individual’s acquisition and 
education of such? 
 
JORDAN BIGHORN currently serves the Rapid City, SD, Bahá’í community as best he 
can. He has an undergraduate degree and managed a Teen Center in Seattle. 



 

 

However, that has all fallen away to the curiosity of the “nature” of this growing Cause, 
which has since then become the center of his life. 
 
Chelsea Horton  •  Beyond Red Power: The Alternative Activist Approach of Dorothy 
Maquabeak Francis 
This presentation explores the alternative activist approach of Dorothy Maquabeak 
Francis, a prominent First Nations Bahá’í who worked tirelessly over five decades to 
promote the maintenance of First Nations culture and spirituality and to foster 
heightened understanding and unity between native and non-native groups. 
Examination of Francis’s life suggests that we must broaden our conceptions of activism 
to encompass both the grassroots and the spiritual. In addition to complicating our 
understanding of what has for too long been characterized as the “Red Power era,” 
analysis of Francis’s activist ambition and form similarly challenges the very contours of 
the highly secular Western academic frame. 
 
CHELSEA HORTON is a Master’s student in the Department of History at Simon Fraser 
University exploring the historic Aboriginal Bahá’í encounter in British Columbia. She 
hopes, through her research, to help broaden the historical record to include previously 
silenced voices, perspectives, and alternative approaches to the pursuit of social 
change. 
 
Danielle Locke and Bill Geissler •  Growth and Retention in the Bahá’í Community and 
American Indians 
Despite the distinctive place given American Indians in the Bahá’í Faith by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 
there is still only limited participation of Indian peoples in the affairs of the Faith and the 
standing of the Bahá’í Faith among Indians actually appears to be eroding. This 
presentation will use research findings to examine current issues of religious practice, 
identity, and retention among American Indian Bahá’ís that appear to have a bearing on 
ways that diversity will impact growth in a period before us that will register the most 
profound demographic changes in American history. 
 
DANIELLE LOCKE is Cree from Kawacatoose First Nation, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
She currently lives in Wakpala District on the Standing Rock Reservation in South 
Dakota. Danielle holds a degree in Indian Studies from the First Nations University of 
Canada. She has over twenty years’ experience in community development in Indian 
communities in Canada and the United States 
 
Michelle Thelen Steere and Tuli Rode  • Counseling Strategies with the Seven Valleys 
This presentation will explore the nature of the psycho-spiritual journey of the Seven 
Valleys through an innovative psychological paradigm for the spiritual and emotional 
healing of trauma, based on recent case studies and how they have been applied, and 
what the results have been in small group practice. Study participants focused on each 
valley, practiced its application, and realized the bounties and blessings therein. The 
presentation concludes with suggestions for working through the unique challenges of 
each Valley to access a sense of spiritual fulfillment that such deep inner work can bring 
to one’s life. 



 

 

 
Tuli Rode, Ron Shigeta, and Joy Wieczoreck - Inner Light and Outer Illumination: A 
Workshop for Reading Gems of Divine Mysteries 
Gems of Divine Mysteries is an excellent first text to read Bahá’u’lláh in depth. Themes 
include the spiritual progress of the individual through stations, the role of scripture, and 
an outline of prerequisites to spiritual growth. Three of the book’s stations—knowledge, 
love, and the “threshold”—are examined as a spiritual path of progress with their 
prerequisite: to see through your own eyes, and not the eyes of others. This workshop 
is designed to increase comprehension of Bahá’u’lláh’s Writings by systematically 
breaking down complex passages from the text followed by group consultation. 
 
TULI RODE is a practicing cross-cultural counselor and has worked many years with 
the Native American community in Oakland, California. As a Bahá’í, she has taken a 
great interest in teaching and educational theory within the Faith and has applied the 
Writings in her therapeutic work in innovative and successful ways. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29th ABS Annual Conference (Aug.11-14, 2005) 
Hyatt Regency Cambridge, MA 

“Science, Religion, and Social Transformation” 
 
Indigenous Studies 
Convener: PAULINE TUTTLE 
8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. Convener: PAULINE TUTTLE 
Theme: “The Interface of Spirit and Matter in Community-based Research” 
 
8:30 a.m.  Opening Prayers 
9:00 a.m.  Panel: The Integration of Art, Spirit, and Medicine in the  Healing of FAS/E 
Children Thoughts on the Development of an Arts-Based Curriculum for FAS/E Children 
- RUBY GUBATAYAO & FARANEH VARGHA-KHADEM 
10:30 a.m.  Break 
10:45 a.m. Wakpala: Youth Empowering Youth—Youth Empowering Community - 
DANIELLE LOCKE 
11:30 a.m.  Contradictions, Challenges, and Successes for Gender and Development 
and Rural Community Sustainability in Puka Puka, Bolivia - MELINDA SALAZAR 
12:05 p.m.  Lunch Break 
1:00 p.m.  Some Early American Indian Believers - LITTLEBRAVE BEASTON 
1:35 p.m.  Honoring for Patricia Locke - MICHELLE LANGAN, Patricia Locke 
Scholarship Recipient 
2:20 p.m.  Break 



 

 

2:35 p.m.  Interactive Workshop: Transformative Communications as Advocated in 
Bahá’í Scripture and as Modeled in Indigenous Oral Tradition - SUSAN BRILL DE 
RAMÍREZ 
3:35 p.m.  The Aboriginal Person as Peacemaker - CAROL ANNE HILTON 
4:10– 5:00 p.m. Closing Consultation 
 
Religion and the Natural Sciences II: 
The Unity of Science and Religion in First Nations Beliefs - CAROL ANNE HILTON 
 
President’s Ballroom Plenary Session: 
Presentation of the Patricia Locke scholarship to MICHELLE LANGAN by the ABS 
Executive Committee 
 
Littlebrave Beaston  •  Some Early American Indian Believers 
 
In this presentation, I will share vignettes of what I have learned about the early 
American Indian Bahá’ís in the United States, our spiritual ancestors. I offer this 
presentation as a way of showing our due respect for these audacious men and women, 
who became Bahá’ís at a time when it must have been extremely difficult in the Indian 
community to step out and try something very new. As Aboriginal Bahá’ís we would not 
be where we are today if it were not for their courage, wisdom, and ability to see and 
commit to the Truth. 
 
LITTLEBRAVE BEASTON (Tsimshian and Makah) received her naturopathic doctorate 
at Bastyr University and her MEd in counseling from North Dakota State University. She 
has been a Bahá’í since 1969 and is interested in health and healing; American Indians, 
especially in relation to ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s promise; world religions; and divine philosophy. 
Currently she resides in Seattle, Washington 
 
Susan Brill de Ramírez  •  Transformative Communications as Advocated in Bahá’í 
Scripture and as Modeled in Indigenous Oral Tradition 
 
In the Bahá’í writings, Bahá’u’lláh presents a conversive communications mandate for 
the world. Conversive communications are inherently transforming (conversional) and 
relationally based (conversative). The specific form of conversive communications with 
which Bahá’ís are most familiar is that of consultation. In contrast to more discursive 
and oppositionally-based forms of communications, which distance speaker and 
listener, conversive communications build unity through the development of 
relationships. This talk will include a workshop exercise for participants to experience 
heart-to-heart conversive communications (as Bahá’u’lláh urges us, “Ponder this in thy 
heart”) in the form of a Native American storytelling circle and in a consultative session. 
 
SUSAN BERRY BRILL DE RAMÍREZ (brill@bradley.edu), professor of English, teaches 
Native literatures, environmental literatures, and literary criticism and theory at Bradley 
University. Dr. Brill has published extensively and is currently completing two books for 
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University of New Mexico Press, one on Navajo storytelling and a second on the 
lifework of Simon J. Ortiz 
 
RUBY GUBATAYAO & FARANEH VARGHA-KHADEM: Thoughts on the Development 
of an Arts-based Curriculum for FAS/E Children 
 
Bahá’u’lláh, Divine Educator and Physician, assures us: “the soul of man is exalted 
above, and is independent of, all infirmities of body or mind”; ‘Abdu’l-Bahá asserts: 
“every child must be taught crafts and art”; “all Art is a gift of the Holy Spirit”; if 
Aboriginal children are “educated and properly guided, there can be no doubt that 
through the Divine teachings they will become so enlightened that the whole earth will 
be illumined.” In this presentation, these quotations support a call for the development 
of arts-based curriculum designed to empower Indigenous children with Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome/Effect to reach their full potential. 
 
RUBY GUBATAYAO is a Tsimshian Alaskan elder. After earning her BA and K-12 
Certification, she taught in many Indigenous locales. Becoming a Bahá’í in Neah Bay 
(1976), she undertook teaching trips throughout Canada, Alaska, the U.S., Finland, 
Norway, and Sweden; served on the Alaskan NSA (1992–97); and spawned three 
generations of strong Bahá’ís. 
 
Carol Anne Hilton  •  The Aboriginal Person as Peacemaker 
Carol Anne Hilton  •  The Unity of Science and Religion in First Nations Beliefs 
 
This presentation examines the existing unity between science and religion in First 
Nations beliefs and cultures as developed over time. First Nations people have gained 
vast amounts of knowledge and wisdom through the study of the physical world and 
taken this knowledge and transformed it into a highly spiritual set of social and cultural 
teachings. This presentation will outline some of the observations from the natural 
world, and examine these as spiritual teachings and look at their harmony and 
agreement with the Bahá’í writings.  
 
CAROL ANNE HILTON is a Hesquiat Bahá’í from a small village called Hotsprings 
Cove on Vancouver Island in British Columbia. Carol Anne has extensive experience 
teaching and facilitating workshops and works in the field of economics, community, and 
social development. Her academic background is in business management and First 
Nations studies. 
 
Danielle Locke  •  Wakpala:  Youth Empowering Youth—Youth Empowering 
Community 
 
Knowing that the process of social transformation and building global unity must occur 
at the micro level, and that Wakpala, Standing Rock Nation, was moving steadily 
towards socioeconomic decline, hopelessness, and despair, in June 2002 we 
developed a youth-propelled project designed to enhance and develop the spiritual and 
intellectual capacities of participants. In turn, youth studying, serving, and socializing 



 

 

together have impacted the community, families, and local tribal government. This 
presentation provides an overview of the conditions of Wakpala, the methodology used 
in the project, the effects it has had on the community, and the implications for 
Wakpala’s future. 
 
DANIELLE LOCKE is a Cree Bahá’í from Kawacatoose First Nation in Saskatchewan, 
Canada. She currently lives in Wakpala District on the Standing Rock Reservation in 
South Dakota. Danielle holds a degree in Indian Studies from the First Nations 
University of Canada. She has over twenty years’ experience in community 
development in Indian communities in Canada and the United States. 
- 
 
Melinda Salazar • A Case Study of Sustaining Rural Community and Women’s Equality 
in Puka Puka, Bolivia 
 
Academic doctoral research and service to the Bahá’í community need not be mutually 
exclusive activities. A participatory action research evaluation of the 1989 UNIFEM/BIC 
Traditional Media as Change Agent (TMCA), conducted in rural Bolivia ten years later, 
collected testimonios  of village participants’ experiences with gender and development. 
The evaluation found an unintended consequence of the TMCA success: the exodus of 
young Bahá’í Quechua women from the village to urban centers for education beyond 
that which the rural center provides. The action research component of the evaluation 
animated a community development process that helped empower one exemplary rural 
village to bring back its women and prevail, as Indians, and as Bahá’ís. 
 
MELINDA SALAZAR conducted her PhD research in Bolivia with the Quechua and 
currently teaches in Women’s studies at the University of New Hampshire. She is also a 
diversity/antiracism trainer and is currently working on sustainability education and 
building community partners for the UN Decade for Educating for Sustainable 
Development. 
 
 

30th ABS Annual Conference (Aug.10 -13, 2006)  
San Francisco Airport Marriott, CA 

“Religion and the Evolution of Consciousness” 
 
Break out Session & Indigenous Studies 
Convener: LITTLEBRAVE BEASTON 
Indigenous Studies General Meeting 
 
Nadema Agard • Confluence of Spirituality: The Compatibility of Bahá’í Principles and 
Native American Beliefs. This compilation of quotes and prayers from the Bahá’í 
Writings, in harmony with quotes from tribal traditions and those of Native scholars 
trained in the Western manner, supports nine Bahá’í principles. It includes many 
references from Metaphysics of Modern Existence and God is Red by Vine Deloria 
(Lakota Scholar), Land of Spotted Eagle by Luther Standing Bear (Lakota Scholar), 



 

 

Book of the Hopi by Frank Waters and Native prophesies that include those as told by 
Lee Brown (Cherokee), Tehanetorens (Hodenosauneee) and the Black Elk (Lakota) 
 
NADEMA AGARD (Cherokee/Lakota/Powhatan) is an artist, curator, educator, 
published author, museum professional and consultant in Repatriation and 
Multicultural/Native American arts and cultures with an MA in Art and Education from 
Teacher's College, Columbia University. She is currently the Director of Red Earth 
Studio Consulting/Productions in New York City 
 
Psychology II: 
Michelle Thelen-Steere, Tuli Rode and Siamak Motahari • Portals to Spiritual Progress 
through Sacred Metaphor from The Seven Valleys by Bahá’u’lláh. 
 
The presenters develop the concept of sacred metaphor within The Seven Valleys. 
Their thesis explores the manner in which metaphor transports the individual like a 
bridge from the known to the unknown, thus connecting the numinous knowledge within 
the Valley metaphors to everyday existence, and further demonstrate possible ways to 
maintain this essential link in the evolving continuum of one’s spiritual life. The 
presenters intend to conduct an experiential group. It will focus on one exercise 
developed out of the Seven Valleys Process a.k.a. The Seven Valleys Spirit Walk as 
inspired by the sacred Text 
 
TULI RODE, CCHT is a Board Certified Clinical Hypnotherapist and Program Developer 
in the fields of Addictions and Family Therapy with the Native American Community. Of 
Apache descent, she has worked extensively with San Francisco Bay Area Native 
American women, men and children as well as a private counselor for others 
 
 
 
 

31st ABS Annual Conference (Aug. 16-19, 2007) 
Delta Meadowvale Resort and Conference Centre  

Mississauga, Ontario, Canada 
“Scholarship and Community Building”  

 
 
Intercultural Issues/Indigenous Studies 
 
Literary Voices in First Nation Francophone Literature (some portions will be in French) 
MARYANNE DEWOLF 
 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá tells us that “through the Divine teachings [the original inhabitants of 
America] will become so enlightened that the whole earth will be illumined.” These 
words have inspired much interest in First Nation cultures, and for me, a particular 
fascination with First Nation Francophone literature, now the focus of my graduate 
research. This paper will discuss some exciting parallels between the Bahá’í teachings 



 

 

and one particularly salient thematic philosophy –  variously described as the “Sacred 
Circle of Life”, “circular perception”, “organicist principles”, or “cosmocentricity” – as 
revealed in the poetic texts of Eleonore Sioui. 
 
MARYANNE DEWOLF is doctoral candidate in French literature at University of 
Wisconsin, Madison. Her dissertation topic reflects her passions for First Nations 
cultures, arising from twelve years in the Canadian Northwest Territories, and for 
French literature. She has a son in undergraduate studies, and another  
starting graduate work. 
 
 

32nd ABS Annual Conference (Aug. 29 - Sept.1, 2008) 
San Diego Marriott La Jolla, CA 
“Religion and Social Cohesion” 

 
 
Psychology 
Society in Transition: Reflecting on Identity, Suicide, and Wellbeing in Aboriginal 
Populations TARAVAT OSTOVAR 
 
 
This presentation will review three sources of knowledge including Aboriginal 
knowledge‚ science of psychiatry and Bahá’í teachings to help understand the issue of 
self-destructive behaviours such as addiction and suicide and the concepts of 
personhood and wellbeing in Aboriginal communities. We will investigate how these 
three paradigms of knowledge and insight explain the origins and ways to alleviate 
suffering in many Native communities. Based on Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings‚ individual and 
collective determinants of positive change will be discussed. 
 
TARAVAT OSTOVAR is a Psychiatry Master student at McGill University‚ presently 
working at Douglas University Institute‚ a psychiatric hospital dedicated to patient care‚ 
teaching‚ and research. She researches suicide‚ transcultural and clinical psychiatry 
among various populations including Aboriginal people.  Taravat is a Bahá’í and is 
actively engaged in its worldwide activities 
 
 
 

33rd ABS Annual Conference (Aug. 13-16, 2009) 
Wardman Park Marriott, Washington, DC  

“Environments” 
 
(There were no American Indian/First nations presenters that I could recognize.) 
 
 

34th ABS Annual Conference (Aug.12-15, 2010) 
Hyatt Regency, Vancouver, BC  



 

 

“Rethinking Human Nature” 
 
Regency Ballroom 
9:00 Plenary Session 
Chair: DELORIA BIGHORN 
Devotions 
 
Lee Brown, Chief Douglas White III Kwulasultun, and Jacqueline Left Hand Bull • Many 
Generous Hands 
 
This plenary panel of Indigenous leaders and scholars will share perspectives and 
insights on the challenges and opportunities of creating social, cultural, and spiritual 
reconciliation. The panel is expected to include discussion of Indigenous perspectives 
on the spiritual and material dimensions of existence and their relationship, the 
challenges of social and cultural reconciliation and the roles of individuals and 
communities in those processes, and the challenges and opportunities for Faith 
communities, such as the Bahá’í Faith, to play a positive role in processes of 
reconciliation. Following the panel presentations there will be a moderated dialogue 
amongst the panelists. 
 
Chief Douglas White III Kwulasultun • Many Generous Hands (see Brown for panel 
description) 
 
CHIEF DOUGLAS WHITE III KWULASULTUN is the Chief of the Snuneymuxw First 
Nation, member of the Political Executive of the First Nations Summit, and member of 
the First Nations Leadership Council. He is also a practising lawyer, and frequent 
lecturer at universities and law schools including on the topic of 
Indigenous laws and reconciliation 
 
Jacqueline Left Hand Bull • Many Generous Hands (see Brown for panel description) 
JACQUELINE LEFT HAND BULL is a member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe (Sicangu 
Lakota), and Chair of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the United States 
 
Race Unity and Intercultural Issues 
Chair: NAZANIN ZARGARPOUR; CHELSEA HORTON 
Declaration, Prophecy, and Progressive Revelation: Indigenous‐ Bahá’í Intersections 
LINDA COVEY, CHELSEA HORTON and LEE BROWN 
 
Lee Brown • Declaration, Prophecy, and Progressive Revelation: Indigenous-Bahá'í 
Intersections (breakout panel, see Horton for panel description) 
 
This presentation will explore an Aboriginal orientation to current events through the 
Native Prophecies of the Three Great Shakings and present the concept of progressive 
revelation. Then the Great Law of Peace will be presented with an exploration of the 
three primary principles arising from the law. The Kitáb-i-Aqdas will then be briefly 
presented with an exploration of the twelve principles that arise from the great law for 



 

 

this day. In conclusion, similarities between both statements of law will be explored in 
relation to the concept of progressive revelation. 
 
LEE BROWN, PhD, is Director of the UBC Institute of Aboriginal Health and former 
Coordinator of the Indigenous Doctoral Program in Educational Studies, and co-author 
of The Sacred Tree. His theory of holistic emotional education and health is predicated 
upon six principles of emotional competency and his research is published in several 
academic journals. 
 
Linda Covey • Declaration, Prophecy, and Progressive Revelation: Indigenous-Bahá'í 
Intersections (breakout panel, see Horton for panel description) 
 
This presentation will explore historic Diné Bahá’í conversion experiences in Arizona. It 
will consider, in particular, two ancient prophecies, the return of the Warrior Twins and 
the Unity Chant that foretells the coming of a chief from the east with twelve feathers. 
Diné Bahá’ís believe that the Twin Messengers of the Faith are the return of their 
Warrior Twins and that the chief with twelve feathers is Bahá’u’lláh. Covey will also 
argue that the Diné’s history of loss and deprivation provided fertile ground for 
conversion, and that the teachings of the Bahá’í Faith provided much-needed autonomy 
and empowerment. 
 
LINDA S. COVEY holds degrees in religious studies and psychology and doctoral work 
in clinical psychology. She currently teaches at Missouri State University’s College of 
International Business at Liaoning Normal University, Dalian, China. She is a Bahá’í of 
many years and actively practises her Cherokee/Southern Cheyenne heritage. 
- 
 
Chelsea Horton, Linda Covey, and Lee Brown • Declaration, Prophecy, and Progressive 
Revelation: Indigenous-Bahá'í Intersections 
 
This panel explores questions of declaration, prophecy, and progressive revelation as 
they relate to Indigenous Bahá’ís in North America -  past, present, and future. 
 
Chelsea Horton’s presentation will consider similar questions across a broader 
geography, exploring how and why Indigenous people from urban and reserve settings 
in North America became Bahá’ís in the second half of the twentieth century. Drawing 
on oral histories, she will discuss declarations experienced and articulated through 
idioms of dreams, visions, prophecy, and progressive revelation. Placing this process of 
becoming in the context of settler colonialism, Horton will further outline a search for 
unity and social and spiritual belonging and reflect on challenges encountered in 
attempts to build unity in diversity on the ground. 
 
CHELSEA HORTON is a PhD candidate in History at the University of British Columbia. 
She has taught in the History and Women’s Studies departments at UBC and plans to 
defend her dissertation, “All is One: Becoming Indigenous and Bahá’í in Global North 
America,” in 2011. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

35th ABS Annual Conference (Aug. 11-14, 2011) 
San Francisco Airport Marriott, CA  
“Transforming Habits of Thought” 

 
Couldn’t find any American Indian or First Nation presenters this year. Do know that one 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of Canada members present was Mrs. Deloria Big 
Horn; Mr. Tobey Joseph from Tacoma, WA was participating in the adjoining Publicity 
Workshop.  
 
 


