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BABIL. Ancient Arab writers used to give the

name "Babil" to the city of Babylon as well as to the
country of Babylonia. The city's ruins lie some 54
miles due -south of Baghdad on the Baghdad~Ililla
road. Those writers differed, however, in determining
the boundaries of the country. Some of them
extended its limits over a vast area, whereas others
restricted it to a lesser area. According to Muslim
historians and geographers, the original city of
Babil had been devastated long before the Islamic
conquest, and there was then in its place a small
village which had the name of Babil. This village is
reported to have existed down to the cAbbasid
epoch in the 4th/ioth century. For instance, Ibn
Hawkal mentions that, in his time, Babil was a
small village. He also remarks that "Its buildings
are considered the most ancient ones in clrak and
the city itself was founded by the Canaanite kings
who adopted it as their state seat, and it was settled
by their successors as well. The remains of its
imposing buildings speak of its past grandeur".

Abu '1-Fida*, who cites the above-mentioned
account of Babil by Ibn Hawkal, adds: "It was in
it that Ibrahim was thrown into the fire. And in
these days it is no more than desolate ruins on
which stands a small village".

In the 7th/13th century, Al-Kazwml described
the ruins of Babil and mentioned the quarrying of
its bricks by people for building their houses—a
practice which has continued until recent years—.
In this connexion, he states: "Babil: the name
of a village which formerly stood on one of the
branches of the Euphrates in clrak. Currently,
people carry off the bricks of its ruins, and there
exists a well known as 'the Dungeon of Danyal'
which is visited by Jews and Christians on certain
yearly occasions and on holidays. Most of the popu-
lation hold the opinion that this dungeon was the
well of Harut and Marut".

Al-Bakri refers to the Tower of Babil, which he
designates as Al-Madj[al. He says, following earlier
writers, that this tower (identified by modern
archaeologists as a ziggurat) was built by Namrud
in Babil and that it rose some 5000 cubits aloft in
the sky, and that this building is the authentic
tower referred to in the Kurcan, xvi, 26, the relevant
text of which appears hereunder:

"Those before them did indeed devise plans, but
Allah demolished their building from the foundations,
so the roof fell down on them from above them, and
the chastisement came to them from whence they
did not perceive".

There has been much controversy among Muslim
writers about the history and authenticity of
Babylon. Yakut al-Hamawi, however, summarises
the various notions and legends prevailing among
them on this city. For instance, it is said that Noah
was the first to build and settle in this city after the
Deluge. The Persians say, as related by Yazdidjird
b. Mihmandar, that it was the king al-pahhak who
has built this city. Ibn al-Kalbl says that the city's
area was 12 x 12 farsakhs, that the Euphrates
flowed beneath its walls until Bakhtanassar (Nebu-
chadnessar) diverted its waters to their present
course, as a precaution against the possible collapse
of the city walls, and that Babil continued to
prosper until it was destroyed by Alexander the
Great.

The information previously possessed on Babylon's
history and culture, following its downfall, was in
a state of confusion and contrasts, as set forth above.
Actually, they had no other established reference on
this subject but the relevant accounts mentioned in
the Old Testament, statements related by some of
the ancient Greek historians of the classical period
and sagas transmitted by uninformed people.

The real facts about this city were not discovered
until the arrival of archaeologists at its ruins early
in the igth century A.D.; they brought to light
innumerable relics and artifacts, among which were
tablets with cuneiform inscriptions. Upon deciphering
these writings, practically all of the facts about this
city were set in the right order, thus putting an end
to the numerous previous legendary and unfounded
accounts; these are now replaced by established
facts, which are found in the many works on this
city in various European languages.
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BAfilS, followers of the religion founded by the

Bab [q.v.']. The history of the Babls has been and
still is, at least in the East, one of persecution. It can
be divided into two phases: the first, from the
foundation of the new faith (1260/1844) up to the
persecutions following the attempt on Nasir al-Din
Shah (1268-9/1852-3), which seemed as though they
would crush the new movement for ever, a period
characterised by a frequently violent attitude on
the part of the Babls themselves; the second, which
might be called 'pacifist', from that date to the
present day, a period which has seen the schism of
the Babls into two factions of unequal numbers and
importance. After the first dissemination cf the faith
following the declaration of the founder's mission
(sac BAB) and the first persecutions, which the
Babls in various localities resisted with force, the
most important event in the history of the com-
munity is the convention of Badasht (1264/1848),
at which the Babls, abandoning their initial pre-
cautions, openly declared their total secession from
Islam and the sharica; in this a major rdle was
played by the famous Babl heroine, the beautiful
and cuJLtured poetess Zarrin-Tadj, better known by
the names of Kurrat al-cAyn and Djanab-i Jahira
('H. H. The Pure'), born at Kazwin, the daughter of
the erudite theologian Mulla §alih. There, first
among Persian women, she dared to show herself
unveiled to her brothers of the Faith, a living
example of the abrogation of the Islamic sharPa.
After the convention, in which many of the principal
Babls, among them the future Balm' Allah [q.v.\
took part, Mulla Husayn of Bushruya (see BAB)
ensconced himself with a small troop of Babls in the
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sanctuary of Shaykh Tabarsi near Barfurush. where
with another 'Letter of the Living', Mulla Muhammad
CA1I Barfurushl called Kuddus, he resisted heroically
the troops of Nasir al-DIn Shah (shortly afterwards
succeeded by Muhammad Shah), even making
succesful sorties; but eventually Mulla Husayn was
killed, and Kuddus and the other survivors sur-
rendered when it was promised that their lives would
be spared, though they were in fact vilely and cruelly
massacred (Ramadan 1265!July-August 1849). Shortly
afterwards, at Nayriz in Pars, another heroic Bab!
insurrection took place, led by one Sayyid Yahya-i
Darabl, who had been converted by the Bab at
Shlraz (see BAB) and who had assumed the name
of Wahid; the Babls, barricaded within the old
citadel of the town, defended themselves bravely,
with the sympathy of the population, for several
days until they were all massacred (January 1850).
Almost at the same time there occurred an insurrec-
tion of even greater magnitude at Zand]an. The Babls,
under the leadership of Mulla Muhammad cAH-i Zan-
djani surnamed Hudjd|at ('the Proof), barricaded
themselves in the citadel called I£ilca-i <AH Mardan
Khan. After various turns of fortune the Babls, who
numbered more than 3,000, were cruelly massacred
(February 1850). Four months prior to the execution
of the Bab, Tehran also had her heroes, the so-called
*seven martyrs of Tehran', one of whom was the
tutor and uncle of the Bab; their heroic conduct in
the face of most horrific punishment is a glorious
chapter in the history of the Babi faith. The unsuc-
cessful attempt on Nasir al-Din Shah (28 Shawwal
1268/16 August 1852) by two Babls maddened
by the persecutions led to a new reign of terror,
to which numerous personalities of the Babi faith
fell victims. Among these was the poetess Kurrat
al-€Ayn, strangled after long imprisonment. The
principal Babls, among whom were Baha* Allah
(Mirza Husayn CA1I Nuri) and his half-brother
Subh-i Azal (Mirza Yahya Nuri) were banished to
clrak. The persecutions continued, however, spora-
dically throughout Persia. The Bahal tradition
speaks of about 20,000 martyrs, including those
killed in battle. After the declaration of the Garden
of Ridwan and, later, that of Adrianople (see BAHA*
ALI,AH), dissensions arose between, those who were
henceforth called Baha*I [q.v.} and the followers
of Subh-i Azal, who adhered to the letter of the
Bay an and maintained that the Bab had nominated
Mirza Yahya as his successor. The Baha^s, on the
other hand,' maintained, and still maintain, that it
was a question of only a temporary nomination
and pro forma, and that, in any case, Subh-i Azal
never had the right to oppose 'Him Whom God
Shall Manifest, who is', according to them, Mirza
Husayn CAH Nuri, Baha3 Allah. The Azalls remained
always in the minority, however, and even the
number of 50,000 which some authorities have
ascribed to them seems in fact to be somewhat
exaggerated.
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BABUR, £ahlr al-DIn Muhammad, soldier of

fortune, first of the Mughal rulers in India, diarist
and poet, was descended on his father's side in the
fifth generation from Tlmur and through his mother
Kutluk Nigar Khanum in the fifteenth degree from
Cingiz Khan. He was born on 6 Muharram 888/14
February 1483; and succeeded his father cUmar
Shaykh as Mirza of Farghana in Ramadan 899;June
1494.

Babur inherited his father's struggle with his
kinsmen for the towns and fertile areas of Central
Asia. By Rable I 9O3/November 1497 he had
fended off the attempts by his elder paternal uncle
Sultan Ahmad Mirza of Samarkand and by his
elder maternal uncle Sultan Mahmud of Tashkent
to deprive him of his father's position in Farghana,
and using quarrels among his cousins had occupied
Samarkand. Four months later lack of booty and
conspiracy at Aridldjan, his headquarters, forced him
to let Samarkand go. Andldjan he soon recovered
and then as soon lost to the Mughals under Tanbai
who nominally were supporters of his brother
Djahanglr. In 905/1498-99 Babur divided Farghana
with his brother, married and was forestalled in a
race for Samarkand by ShaybanI Khan Uzbak
(Ozbeg). Next year he took the city by surprise, only
to be starved out by SbaybanI Khan after losing
the battle of Sar-i Pul in Ramadan 9o6/April-May
1501. Babur, having lelinquished Andldjan to his
brother when he took Samarkand, now became a
fugitive nomad, dependent for his personal safety
on ties of kinship.

His uncles, grudging hosts, the Khans of Tashkent
and northern Mughalistan, furnished him with troops
against Tanbai and finally marched to his support.
Tanbai however appealed to Shaybani Khan who
routed and executed the Khans at Ar£iyan in
Dhu '1-Hidjdja 9o8/June 1503.

For nearly a year Babur wandered with a small
following among the nomads of remote Sukh and
Hushyar, safe in their hospitality. But ShaybanI
Khan's continuing success decided Babur to seek a
headquarters outside the main area of Uzbak
interest. In Muharram 9io/June 1504 he turned for
Kabul, an uncle's possession until 907/1501, but then
in Arghun hands. Joined by othe? refugees from the
Uzbaks, Babur, with his brother, kecured Kabul and
successfully asserted his claims tf tribute from the
surrounding Afghan tribes. By 911/1506 Babur
could leave Kabul for Herat, in response to Sultan
Husayn Mirza Bajykara's appeal for aid against the
Uzbaks.

The death of Siltan Baykara and the ineffective-
ness of his sons allowed ShaybanI Khan to conquer
most of Khurasai, so that Babur recrossed the
Hindu Kush emj ty-handed. In 913/1507 he took
Kandahar from the Arghuns, but withdrew towards
India rather than defend it personally when Shayban I
Khan besieged t h j new acquisition. But Shayban
Khan came into conflict with Shah Ismail Safawl,




