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AL-NUKRA, a plain west of the Djabal

Hawran on the border of Trachoni t is in Trans-
jordan. The name al-Nukra ("the cavity") is quite
modern. It is applied to an area which includes the
two districts of al-Bathaniyya (with its chief town
Adhricat) and Hawran (west of the hills of the same
name), i.e. the whole northern half of modern Jordan.
In the wider sense, al-Nukra includes all the country
from al-Ladja°, Djaydur and al-Balka° to the foot of
the Djabal Hawran, in the narrower sense only the
southern part of this; in any case it stretches from al-
Sanamayn to the Djabal al-Duruz (Hawran). To al-
Nukra belong Mucatbln or Muctabln, Tubna (now
Tibne), al-Mahadjdja, Obtac, cOlma, al-Musayfira
and al-Faddayn already mentioned in Syriac texts of
the pre-Muslim period.
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NUKTAT AL-KAF, an early work on the BabI

[q. v. ] movement .
In 1910, E.G. Browne published a work entitled

Kitdb-i Nuqtatu 'l-Kdf, a Persian history of the early
BabI movement, based on a "unique" manuscript
(Suppl. persan 1071) in the Bibliotheque Nationale.
This manuscript had been bought by the library in
1884, in a sale of books belonging to the late Comte
de Gobineau. Authorship of the history was ascribed
by the BabI leader Subh-i Azal [q. v. ] to HadjdjI Mirza
DjanI, a KashanI merchant killed in 1852.

Browne's text soon became the centre of a con-
troversy that still continues. The Baha°I leader,
cAbbas Effendi cAbd al-Baha5, maintained that the
work was a forgery produced by the Azall Babls. This
thesis was developed by the Baha°I scholar Mirza Abu
'1-Fadl GulpayganI and his nephew Sayyid Mahdl in

their Kashf al-ghitd^ and, more recently, by H.M.
Balyuzi. While this conspiracy theory is clearly
unfounded, internal evidence suggests that the history
was not written by Mirza DjanI. Recent conjectures
favour authorship by his son or nephew, possibly in
collaboration with a brother, using notes prepared by
him. Some version of the Nuktat al-kdf served as the
basis for the later Baha°I Tdnkh-i Djadid and its recen-
sions. In spite of the controversy, there can be no
doubt that the Nuktat al-kdf remains one of the most
important sources for the early history of Babism.

A full discussion of the problems of authorship,
provenance, and dating may be found in MacEoin,
together with a list of the twelve or so manuscripts
now known to be in existence (Appendix 8).
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NUKTAWIYYA, an offshoot of the Huruf iyya

sect [q.v.] that after an incubation lasting a century
emerged as a significant movement of politico-
religious opposition in $afawid Persia and, in India,
played some role in the origination of Akbar's Dm-i
Ildhi [q.v.}. Given its similarities not only with
Hurufism but also with Nizarl Ismacilism, it may be
regarded as one more link in the long chain of Persian
heresies.

The designation Nuktawiyya is said to be taken
from the doctrine that earth is the starting point
(nuktd) of all things, the remaining three elements
being derived from it; the term may also refer, how-
ever, to the use of two, three, or four dots, variously
arranged, as cryptic abbreviations in the writings of
the sect. The designation Mahmudiyya is also
encountered, this being derived from the name of the
founder, Mahmud Paslkhanl. Born at the village of
Paslkhan near Fuman in Gflan, Mahmud followed
Fadl Allah Astarabadi (d. 796/1384), the founder of
Hurufism, until he was expelled from the movement
for alleged arrogance (hence the epithets Mahmud-i
mardud "Mahmud the rejected" and Mahmud-i matrud
"Mahmud the banished"). He is said to have pro-
claimed himself the Mahdl and the bringer of a new
dispensation in 800/1397, i.e. at the beginning of the
9th Islamic century. Virtually nothing is known of his
life other than that he was still residing in Astarabad
in 818/1415 when he finished the writing of one of his
books, Djawdzal-sd^inn. He died in 831/1427-28, sup-
posedly a suicide, having cast himself into the waters
of the Aras, but this is dismissed as a calumny by the
Nuktawls themselves.

Mahmud Paslkhanl is said to have written sixteen
books and 1,001 treatises (nuskhd) in exposition of his
doctrines; none of these has ever been published in
full (for extracts from his principal work, Mizdn, see,
however, Rahlm Rida-zada Malik's notes to his edi-
tion of Kaykhusraw Isfandiyar, Dabistdn-imadhahib, ii,




