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Baha'i Faith and Christianity:
Baha'’i Perspectives

Baha’i Faith and Chrlstlanity:,
Christian Perspectives

Baha’i Faith and Chrlstlamty Ba ’
Perspectives. The approximately 5—5275{",:'
lion adherents (in 2000) of the’"“
Faith affirm, together with their
texts, a number of core Christian beliefs,
including the divinity and sonship of J esusffjf;f'f?f;"ff:
Christ, the divine inspiration of the Bible,
- and the significance of the Crucifixion and’”"ﬁ'ff:"i'
subsequent impact on human progress.
Baha'is hold to a nonliteral mterpretatlon"'

of the resurrection* and future apocalypuc




events predicted in the Gospels and Rev-
elation. Although the bodily incarnation®
of God’s essence in Jesus Christ is not part
of Baha'i teaching, Jesus is viewed as the
incarnation of God’s virtues and attributes
and as a sinless being whose soul was pre-
existent. Baha'’i theology describes Jesus as
the “manifestation of God” (cf. “image,”
Col 1:15; Heb 1:3). Although they do not
affirm the inerrancy” of the Bible, Baha’is
reject the view of mainstream Islam* that
the NT has been corrupted.

Baha’i literature on Christianity is pre-
dominantly apologetic, arguing that the
founder of the Baha'’i Faith, Mirza Husayn
. Ali Baha'ullah, fulfilled NT prophecies
i on the ‘Second” Coming.” Recent schol-
~ arly analyses of Baha'l texts on the Bible
~and comparative theological studies have
argued that, rather than denying the
uniqueness* of Jesus Christ, Baha'i texts
- question the exclusivity of Christianity.
Christian literature on the Baha'i religion
has been mostly polemical — much of it
written by former Protestant missionar-
jes in Iran* who seemingly resented the

relative success of Baha’is in converting

Muslims, and more recently by individ-
uals with no knowledge of the primary
languages of Baha’i texts who tried to
dismiss the religion as a cult or sect. In aca-
~ demic works related to interreligious dia-
. logue, Christian theologians have placed
. the Baha'i Faith within a theology of reli-
~ gious pluralism.

.~ Baha’is and Christians share a belief in
 the importance of an ethical system based

-'-,;,;g?,;‘on personal responsibility, justice*, hon-

_ esty, and compassion; of social justice,
_,];spect for nature, interfaith dialogue, and
~ gender and racial equality. SEENA FAZEL
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Baha'i Faith and Christianity: Christian
Il"n:-mpet:lwr.-ﬁ. Many  Christians  remain
ignorant of the Baha'i Faith, introduced
o the Western world ar the World Par-
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