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Similar to the Confucian teaching of treating others as one would want to
be treated, Bah&’u’llah says: “He should not wish for others that which
he does not wish for himself, nor promise that which he does not
fulfil»73

Goodwill prevents enmity and hatred. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says: “We should
manifest the spirit of justness and goodwill toward each other.” If we do
otherwise, such as “cerisure and pronounce anathema, praising ourselves
and condemning all others,” then “nothing but enmity and hatred,
injustice and inhumanity can possibly result.»72 The Bah4’i standard of
exercising goodwill can be seen in the following passage of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha:

“Should other peoples and nations be unfaithful to you show your
fidelity unto them, should they be unjust toward you show justice
towards them, should they keep aloof from you attract them to yourself,
should they show their enmity be friendly towards them, should they
poison your lives sweeten their souls, should they inflict a wound upon
you be a salve to their sores. Such are the attributes of the sincere!

Such are the attributes of the truthful.~7s

Goodwill not only prevents “enmity and hatred,” but it also brings unity.
If we consider enmity and hatred, injustice and inhumanity to be like
darkness in the world, justness and goodwill are like light in the world.
To eliminate darkness, light is needed. A man needs to utilize his
spiritual potential. Bah&’u’llah says: “Were man to appreciate the
greatness of his station and the loftiness of his destiny he would manifest
naught save goodly character, pure deeds, and a seemly and praiseworthy
conduct. If the learned and wise men of goodwill were to impart
guidance unto the people, the whole earth would be regarded as one
country.76 In another passage, He says: “So powerful is the light of
unity that it can illuminate the whole earth.»7z This metaphor of light can
further be illustrated by having a radiant heart.

B1bid. CXXV, p. 265.

74 ‘Abdu’'l-Baha, Foundations of World Unity, p. 99.

7 Ibid.

76 Bah&'u’llah,  Tablets ofBahd'uf. 172.
77 Bahd'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha’u’llah, p. 288.
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A Radiant Heart

It is easier to understand a radiant heart with the metaphor of light in the
context of a “light of unity.” Man is like a lamp that potentially bears the
light of God. Bah&’u’llah says:

“Thou art My lamp and My light is in thee. Get thou from it thy radiance
and seek none other than Me. For | have created thee rich and have
bountifully shed My favor upon thee.” 78

The lamp cannot be lit by itself and it needs the light of God. The
teaching of the new Manifestation of God lights the lamp of the heart.
Bah&’u’llah says the coming of a new Manifestation of God represents
the “Godhead” of the age.7s Turning towards the Manifestation of God is
equivalent to turning towards the light of God, which provides the
guidance, vision and direction for man. When a man polishes the mirror
of his heart, he can reflect the light of God. Bah&’u’llah says:

“My claim on thee is great, it cannot be forgotten. My grace to thee is
plenteous, it cannot be veiled. My love has made in thee its home, it
cannot be concealed. My light is manifest to thee, it cannot be
obscured.”go

A man enlightened by the teaching of God will “manifest” the light of
his knowledge and wisdom. This light “cannot be obscured” and a man
will be radiant. This is similar to the Confucian saying that a pure heart
can understand all things, able to reflect outwardly and become radiant.

As already mentioned, the human heart belongs to God, it is the “home”
for the love of God and God has a “great claim” on man. It is man’s duty
to lay his life in the path of God. Service to God is service to humanity.
One way for a man to manifest God’s command is to live his life
according to divine teachings, to proclaim divine principles to the world.
To walk the path of God, a man needs to willingly accept tests and trials.
Bahda’u’llah says: “My calamity is My providence, outwardly it is fire

78 Baha'u’llah, TheHidden Words. 1:11, p. 8.
79 Bah&’u’llah, Kitab-i-Aqgdas, p. 19.
80 Bah&’u’llah, The Hidden Words, 1:20, p. 10.
























































