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The	Story	of	the	Early	Days	of	the	Baha'i	Faith	in	Panama	
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Fuad	Izadinia	–	2015,	Pretoria	

	 	

	

The	first	National	Regional	Assembly	of	Central	America	
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See	the	book	this	photo	album	accompanies	at		

bahai-library.com/izadinia_panama_crossroads_continents	
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Panama-	A	vintage	photo	of	a	city 
street 

Panama-	FERROCARRIL	–	Plaza	5	de	Mayo	Square		

Panama	City	between	1920-1940	
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Panama-	AVENIDA	CENTRAL	

Panama-	PARQUE	SANTA	ANA	
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Mathew	Kazsab	and	Louise	Caswell	

Cora	H.	Oliver	
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Mrs.Louise	Caswell	
At	 her	 apartment	 where	 the	 first	 four	 evening	
sessions	were	held.	

Mrs.	Cora	Oliver,	‘Later	knight	of	Baha’u’llah	
for	Belize’		on	the	balcony	of	her	apartment.	
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Julie	Regal	in	Panama,	circa	1946	
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 Julie	Regal	with	her	daughter	Diane	

Julie	Regal	with	her	grandson	David	
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Julie	Regal	at	the	age	of	90	in	Gasford,	Australia,	2007	

Julie	Regal's	last	photo	at	the	age	of	95	
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Rachelle	and	Cora	at	the	Centenary	of	the	Ascension	of	Baha'u'llah,	Haifa,	1992	

Julie	Regal	(left),	Louis	Caswell	(right)	
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Rachelle	J.	F.	de	Constante	

Rachelle	F.	Constante	and	Leota	Lockman	
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Mr.	Alfred	Osborne.	The	
second	Baha'i	of	Panama	
circa	1943.	

James	Facey	
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Mr.Cirilo	 Sanchez	 and	 Mrs.	 Susan	 Bejerano	 de	 Sanchez,	
early	indigenous	Baha'is	of	Ngobe-Bugle 
	

Mr.	Luis	Cuevas,	member	of	the	NSA	of	Panama,	1970-1974	
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Luis	Cuevas	with	his	brother	and	Counsellor	Donal	Witzel.	

Teresa	Buckley,	one	of	the	believers	of	late	1960s	of	Panama	
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'National	Spiritual	Assembly	of	Central	America:		
SITTING:	L	to	R:	Mr.	Arthemus	Lamb	(Costa	Rica),	Dr.	David	Escalante	(El	
Salvador),	 Miss	 Raquel	 Jean-Francois	 (Panama),	 Mrs.	 Natalia	 Chavez	
(Honduras),	Miss	Elena	Marcella	(Honduras)	
STANDING:	 L	 to	 R:	 Mrs.	 Zenayda	 Jurado	 (Mexico),	 Ms.	 Cora	 Oliver	
(Panama),	Ms.	Louise	Caswell	(Honduras),	Mr.	James	V.	Facey	(Panama)	
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Baha’is	at	the	congress	after	morning	session	

Gayle	Woolson,	Knight	of	Baha'u'lah.	The	photo	is	taken	circa	1947	
at	 the	 International	 Conference	 in	 Panama	 City.	 The	 bust	 of	
Abdu'l-Baha	in	front.	
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WORKING:	LEFT	TO	RIGHT	JOSE	VILLALON,	PANAMA,	HUGO	DE	
ARTEAGABEITIA,	CHILE,	GAYLE	WOOLSON	

From	left	to	right	
Louise	 Baker,	 Clara	 Luz	 Montalvo,	 El	 Salvador,	 Alejandro	 Baldizon,	
Guatemala,	Alfred	Osborne,	Canal	Zone,	Celia	De	Madrid,	Panama,	Taken	
In	Mrs.	Oliver’s	Apartment	where	the	morning	sessions	were	held.		
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Singing	 the	 program	 for	
the	 guardian	 after	 the	
morning	session	

Mrs.	Gayle	Woolson	and	
Dr.Walter	from	Cuba,	Mr.	
Arteagabeitia			
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Miss	Louise	Baker	and	the	representative	of	Chile	
Mr.	Hugo	Arteagabeitia	

Four	representatives	from	left	to	right	
Mr.	 Alejandro	 Baldizon,	 Guatemala,	 Miss	 Louise	 Baker,	
Venezuela,	 Sr.	 Carlos	 Porras,	 Costa	 Rica,	 Mr.	 Hugo	
Arteagabeitia,	Chile.	
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A	Happy	group	with	Mrs.Collins	

Mrs.	Collins:	I	am	going	to	tell	you	the	most	beautiful	story	of	Haifa-	to	
Mr.	&	Mrs	Facey	
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Baha’is	of	Colon,	Panama,	standing	left	Mrs.	Iola	Edwards	
standing	right,	Mrs.	James	Facey	Kneeling,	Mr.James	Facey.	

SR.	Arteagabeitia	working	on	Radio	Program	Mrs.	Oliver’s	
apartment		
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Carlos	Porras,	representative	from	Costa	Rica,	singing	at	a	meeting.	

Public	meeting	in	English,	January	28,	1946.	Present	Mrs.	
Collins,	Louise	Caswell,	Cora	Oliver,	Julie	Regal.	
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Hugo	Arteagabeitia,	Julie	Regal,	Louise	Caswell	

The	Closing	session	January	25,	1945	at	The	Inter	America	University	
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Two	views	of	the	Audience	(110	present)	

From	left	to	right		
Miss	 Elizabeth	 Cheney,	 Mr.	 Alfred	 Osborne	 (Chairman)	
Mrs.	 Gayle	 Woolson,	 DR.	 Octavio	 Mendez	 Pereira,	 the	
President	of	the	Republic	of	Panama	
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DR.	Octavio	Mendez	 Pereira,	 the	 President	 of	 the	Republic	 of	
Panama,	 Rector	 of	 the	 Inter	 America	 University	 delegate	 of	
Panama	to	the	San	Francisco	conference.		

Closing	session	Pioneer,	Miss	Elizabeth	Cheney	
Theme:	The	lesser	Peace	
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The	closing	session	
DR.	Octavio	Mendez	Pereira	the	President	of	 the	Republic	of	Panama 
speaking	on	the	theme:	
The	problem	of	the	peace	in	the	light	of	the	San	Francisco	conference.		

The	last	speaker	of	the	closing	session	travelling	pioneer,	Mrs.	
Gayle	Woolson	
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Display	of	picture	of	Baha’i		house	of	worship	in	window	of	Cas	Grant	Panama.	
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From	Left	to	Right:	
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Baha’i	community	of	the	Republic	of	Panama	(1948)	
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Panama	(1949)	
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Annual	convention	of	Central	America,	1951,	Costa	Rica		

Baha’i	community	Panama	(1951)	
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Panama	(1950)	
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(LSA)	Colon,	Republic	of	Panama	(1949)	

Baha’i		community	of	Panama	
(1949)	
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Baha'i	Community	of	Panama	
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Baha’i	community-	Panama	1956	

Baha’i	community	–	Panama	(1957)	
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Architect	Peter	Tillotson's	rendition	of	the	House	of	Worship	of	
Panama	

Proposed	design	of	the	architect	Raul	Rodriguez	Porcell	of	
Panama	
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Ngobe-Bugle	(Guaymi)	indigenous	participation	in	the	Cornerstone	
celebration	of	the	Temple,	1968	

Baha'is participation in the celebration of the Cornerstone of the Temple, 1968	
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Cornerstone	celebration	1968	with	the	presence	of	Ruhiyyih	Khanum	
and	Col.	Jalal	Khazeh	

Baha'i	school	in	Villa	Virgina	-	circa	1963	
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Soloy	river	during	summer	season.	Kit	Goldstein	far	right	playing	
flute	1980s	

Soloy	river	during	the	rainy	season	-	1962.	Right	Donald	
Witzel,	left	Don	Newby	
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Baha'i	Summer	School	1973,	Villa	Virgina.	Present	also	Counsellors	
Ahmadiyyih	and	Osborne	

Geometric	origin	of	the	plan	and	section	of	the	Baha'i	Temple	of	
Panama,	by	the	architect	Tillotson	
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Baha'i	School	Villa	Virginia,	1964	Panama.	Front	row	indigenous	
believers	
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	Leopoldo	Richard,	Kunayala	Indigenous,	San	Blas,	Panama.	Great	
teacher	of	the	Faith.	

	Hand	of	the	Cause	of	God,	Dr.	R.	Mohajer,	Leopoldo	Richard,	Fuad	
and	Manijeh	Izadinia,	1973,	Baha'i	Centre,	Panama	City,	Panama.	
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Manuel	 de	 Jesus	 Flores.	 He	 pioneered	 to	
Panama	from	El	Salvador	in	mid	1971	and	I	
arrived	 there	 few	 months	 later,	 and	 has	
remained	 in	 Panama	 from	 the	 date	 of	 his	
arrival.	 We	 have	 been	 best	 friends	 ever	
since.	For	decades	has	been	member	of	the	
NSA	 of	 Panama	 and	 well	 respected.	
Married	Lorenza	and	have	three	daughters.	
Manuel	is	the	travel	teacher	who	knows	all	
the	 corners	 of	 Panama,	 all	 the	 indigenous	
people	 of	 Ngobe-Bugle,	 Kuna-yala	 and	
Choco.	 He	 is	 the	 eminent	 pioneer	 who	 is	
well	 acquainted	 with	 the	 Panama	
geography,	history	and	the	social	order.	He	
is	one	of	the	few	Baha'is	that	is	well	versed	
with	the	Faith.	

Juan	 Batista	 Reyes,	 pioneered	 from	 El	
Salvador	 to	 Panama	 in	 early	 1970s	 and	
remained	 there	 for	 over	15	years.	 Juan	was	
assigned	to	work	with	the	Emberá	-	Wounam	
known	Choco	 Indians	 in	 Darien,	 the	 most	
tropical	and	natural	jungles	of	Panama.	Very	
faithfully	he	remained	there,	got	sick	in	many	
occasions	 and	 was	 lifted	 for	 treatment	 to	
Panama	 City.	 He	 was	 the	 most	 dedicated	
pioneer	in	the	remotest	places	and	had	done	
marvelous	 job	 among	 the	 Choco.	 He	 also	
travelled	 to	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 Country	 of	
Panama	teaching	and	deepening	the	friends.	
He	was	the	most	detached	person	I	know.	
	In	mid	1980s	he	had	to	leave	and	go	back	to	
El	 Salvador	 to	 serve	 the	 Faith	 in	 his	 own	
Country.	Juan	passed	away	on	July	23,	2019.		
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Pictures	courtesy	of	Loeta	Lockman	who	did	a	great	deal	of	research.	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About	1963-4	at	Cermeño,	Panama	
The	Baha’i	School	with	some	indigenous	Baha’i	friends	not	identified	except	
Fidel	Bejerano	number	10.	From	left	to	right:	
1.Edna	Moses	
2.	Louis	Caswell	
3.	Frank	Keith	
4.?	
5.Annette	Frederics	
6.	Marty	Rutan	
7.	Lisa	Frederics	(About	3	years	old)	
8.	Alan	Pringle	
9.	?	
10.	Fidel	Bejerano	
11.	Leota	Lockman	
12.?	
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Some	early	believers	of	Panama	about	1960	in	Canal	Zone	area	Panama.	
From	left	to	right:	
1.Linnie	Pray	(Norma’s	mother)	
2.	Bill	Spell	
3.	Norma	Hamilton,		
4.	?		
5.	Annette	Frederics	(at	the	end	of	first	row)	
	
Front	row:	
1.Ms.	Thomas	
2.Friend	from	Pedro	Miguel(?)	
3.Bureb	Douglas	
4.Alda	Spell	(holding	Lisa	Frederics)	
5.Hazel	Thomas	
6.Carman	Maynard	



51	
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fireside	at	Keith’s	home	in	Curundu,	Canal	Zone,	about	1956	
From	left	to	right:	
1.Jean	Berest	
2.	?	
3.	Mary	Ann	Howard	
4.	Frank	Keith	
5.	Eda	Keith	
6.	Nano	from	Bolivia	
7.	Theresa	Buckley	
8.	Annette	Frederics	
9.	Ken	Frederics	
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About	1963-4	Cermeno,	Panama	(Villa	Virginia),	A	Baha’i	School	with	some	
indigenous	Baha’i	friends	
Top	row:	 	 	 	 	 	 Seated:	
1.Leota	Lockman	 	 	 	 	 1.?	
2.Joe	Lockman	(a	seeker)	 	 	 	 2.?	
3.Alan	Pringle		 	 	 	 	 3.	Edna	Moses	
4.Donald	Witzel	 	 	 	 	 4.	Lucy	Berest	with	2	years	
old	Barbara	
5.Annette	Frederics	with	Lisa	 	 	 5.	Theresa	Buckley	
6.	Frank	Keith	
7.	Jorge	Harper	
8.	Ruth	Pringle	
	

About	1963	at	Villa	Virginia,	
Cermeno,	Panama	
1.Virginia	Siebert	
2.Annette	Frederics		
(Daughters	Lillian	and	Lisa)	
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The	First	Local	Spirtitual	Assembly	of	the	Canal	Zone,	Panam	April	1957	(Ridvan)	
From	left	to	right:	
1.Edna	Keith	
2.Ken	Frederics	
3.	Norma	Hamilton	
4.	Annette	Frederics	Touleman	
5.	Buren	Douglas	
6.	Linnie	Pray	(not	Assembly	member)	
7.Mabel	Snider	
8.	Elizabeth	De	Noma	
9.Gene	Cranz	
Note:	Linnie	Pray	mother	of	Norma	Hamilton		
10.Frank	Keith	the	actual	LSA	member	for	taking	photos	not	in	the	picture.		
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Mr.	Manuel	Jesus	Flores,	pioneer	to	
Panama	since	1971	from	El	Salvador	
together	with	the	author	circa	1974-	
Panama	

Mr.	Nicolas	Bejerano,	one	of	the	early	
indigenous	Baha’is	of	Ngobe-	Bugle	(Guaymi)	

Mr.	Gregorio	Ortiz,	one	of	the	early	dedicated	
indigenous	Baha’i	friends	of	Ngobe-Bugle	
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First Inter-American Congress-Panama City 
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Annex	Periodicals	

 
 
 

Some	articles	in	the	Panama	News	Paper	
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