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PItGRn'AGlll TO RAI'FA - PART 'tWO - ~m . B. ~e~rs 

1': ch pilgrim mak~s t wo l'lilgr'i!:!ages in one : t h" 1'lilgrimage of the heRA en~ 
t~e pilgrimage o~ the henrt . 

The f.irs t is t he nilgrim?~e of the min~; notes t&ken of spec i al i nform
a tio'r.., new ~evelo'Olllents of the Faith while YOll 3.l"@ 'Ore"lent, ins truction"l fro'!!) 
t he GUI'.r", i an to be a'Pr.lie A to one I!'; cOr.!"'\lni ty 5r ODE';)'!': self. 'I'M" i '3 "fue nil 
grilTlflge of rha.! the Gu ar-'lian 'li" . 

Th~ ':'lacon.'! i s the n i1 gr.:l.l!!aFe of the !?-mot iong ; the sea that surges int'liAe 
t he ' nilgrim frm"!! tl-te l'JOMfPlt h'3 c~te1:H~':: h~s i'ir",t g l ir.:rp'iSe of t h t e 1istening 
gQl",en l!ome . This is t he ... ",rm floo"ing tiMl t!lat soon 'viII fill ever;! on-,p ty in~ 
let A.long the co ~.stli!'E' 0-1' "hi'" ~irJ.t . Th:l~ if'; t be ll gri l"'age of jOY~, eC!l'Ca ciE 
- 8, -:mrrOWR. o:;h!'l.!l'es , rFrpe1'lt ences an .. reform"ltionsthat sto:rm tr:.l:"ourh h i s beIng. 
It 1<: t 'he f' :r~t ':It'!''ltlng wi t h ti'e f1.uar-'li an, t he fir!'lt walt "-long the t ile- re"l 
pat b t h5 1. lac.~s t o t he Shri ng of t he J3a."b , t he ruoment t hat ho ly '> oat' i s ",wung ir 
- war" f or tl'Je f:l.r s t t illle anA you ent er the uresenca of t be gentl e, l ovs."!::! le :sa.'b; 
t he very ei r of who!;e Shrine t hr obs v.::l.th t he bl oon of the m~tyrs . Thi s i15 the 
pilgrimaee of reun i on with the welcoming arm~ of the wonAerfUm ~&3ter . It is , 
abov e al l, the awe-stricken mOJ:.)ent when the ill1!)1).re heart A ares to T' r e sent i t:' 
self bef()~e that sanct ifieA f'''lnt wbere the SUn:reme t'anife~tat:i.on if' enshrine.'!. 
This is the l'i l gri-:nage af nahj i, lM.srnin, FiAvan , thp. hou se at A1<k,> , the prisor 
cell, t hp. $IJi'f erings, the tri"Q'llnhs t l'iat ... re rF:livGf! aga.in t hroue;h t l1e eyes of 
e a c h "Ii 11:1:"il'l 1":"0 100k<; upon t hi s 1 a"A E' .... mUt~tl bp.love~ . 

It 1S'fth:l.s seCOTIA :ll~ri"'l'!ge tha.t :r \Ti~h to S'll88.k her e , of one :',11 too 
~ho:rt n art of i t . <he" following 1S my r ecollection of tha.t f irRt a nA t h t 1 st 
meet iUf T.l t h our Guar",ian. 

Thsse,oi' course, ar e lJ i1r,:T:i.n notes. r have tria", t o 'e as accurat e ns 
DO $ q i ole i n recoTlling my' :j.l\'l1're!'lsions, but t hoy < r o only -the i llmr e!'l!;l:ions of one 
nilgrim. Ii' writtfln by <11"lf) t neT 'O:i1er:i rn "llr~ng the Sal'!e -, y s, they mi@:ht nTeseni 
anent i r '31y "itif'fe1l"ent aomect . Shoghi F:f:ten 'li i s l ifke t he r ays at" the sunlight . 

€! eXOORe~ wh~teve~ subje~t m~tter is l a tent on t he inner film of ~ach ~jlgriro . 
The sami~ !'lUn :in th"l s ame fiel " on t he game M.y utl1 Warm a.nA r a islll un JilP.!';,r 
Aiff'er-mt "'l('\w~!"~ . '!'h~ follow1 ng "1"e my ner!>onll.l r ecoll ections of ",hat 1\e w'J.s 
It1!<:l . SOll'e 01' the thing '3 he sal,t , $J.!l,> SOllle of th~ th:1ng~ I was tol'l h.-; 5 :\ ,, ; 
nt)t ll ing l"o r e. 

I arrivf't'! t he of-ninG of' April 1, 19511. In aAAltion to roy 11 4 1}O'.lll"'S of 
a,1r11 "le lup,gage , I h a .'! in l"y no "ket~ t wo t:l,)1<; o:f nota-toes , a. bottl!': of ca t sun , 
a smRll ti n of co?fee , f ift y Gr eek pamnhlet s, ~even notebooks , ~our b0ttles of 
toil ~t articleq a~", a~ eight-noun~ automat i c electric hot water he~ter . 

I spent the ~ ;'!y -'lo ing thil'lg ~-whi eh a r n ~rit ten el'5ewhe1'e . 'ow 1: ca.nnot 
rememb~r t hem . I r eeal l Q"lly t he ~e~ l()ng ing in my he>ir t to seq the r:uarl'ian . 
r wAAtel! to t R.ke ii l ong -oole a n·' ..,.,ush t , .~ S1tn "'own into the n e,,1 t en-ancan so 
tha t ev ening woult'! ha~ten . py feel ingg wa~9 of minglet'! f ear anA courage : f ear 
to Rt~nA befo~e h im an~ l ook into tbo<;e eyc~ that must see all t he stni~~ t hat 
,. ar kan t pe ins1.;le ot' a -nerson, an,> cmn:a.ge that if only I cOlll .'! l ook upon him, 
tel l hjy>'\ of' my l ov e a.n" beg forg iveness in my he;:;.r t , nothing 81 !1P waul"! r e'l.11y 
mati; er . 

narkness Rtole away our lovel y v iew of' the :Ba.~ ' "i Shrine f'r m t10e Pilgrim 
P'ou"le win;101lJ: By t h en, I r a ", sti fenel! MY l!quil' k nees f r t h e MOTl''9n t of go i Ylg 
through t he Aining room ~olltr into hi:;; p r esp.-nce . ?;Ty blls:i.ness lil"() 11",1' been fi11-
e~ t or year s i t h "f ir st nignt:;;·! but never h '" t here veen one £"ueh as t h i:;; . 

("-- -- - - ----- ---- - -- - -- --~-------



Never hail I so hOpeil tha,t an aUilience might finil some merit in me anil I knew 
that approval coumil not be won 'this time oy IIperformingll, only by llno't perform
ing. II This was a .,ifferent worl~, not sha .. ow, but reality. - I hail trie~ to prep13 
- are myself tomeet him by praying with such fervor as I han never usen oefore
in all my Baha! life. It was at this point that I realizefl if I hail useil that 
fervor before iluring all my Bahai life, I WOUlil have been preparsil to meet him 
now without it. A number of other things came to my min", all of which leil me 
to want to pack m~ bag anfl flee to a £ ioneer post . 

Then the war., came tha,t the Guar"ian was still at Baji an" WQulil stay the 
night there an .. not be wi th us at flinner. I felt as though- I WOUlil weep oefo're 
everyone. However, I "iiln't . It was just as well that I iliil not. In the ilays to 
come, I woulil learn what it_was to shen tears both of JOY an" of repentance. 

Haifa without the Guarflian is like an eye without its sight. Dr Lotfullah 
Hakim I s wliimsical comment is a virtual truth. lilt is the holy lann in his pre
sence a nil the Ihellilann I in his absence. I! - --

When we were tal,; that Shoghi Effen"i was making plans to illuminate t h e 
inner Shrine of Bahalulllan at- Bahji, our emptiness was soon forgotten. 
Ruhiyyi :::c Khanum was so kinil an" loving . She knew the iJ'l.ner flisappointment that 
each pilgrim trie~ not to show. Millie Collins, Leroy Ioas, Mason Remey, every
one bestowen upon us a special muve t~at night. 

nawn prayers at the Shrines, weeil-pulling in t h e garnens, laughter at 
lunch, recorilIng first impr e ssions, transferring books for a new library, tea, 
bath, shave, .;resl! . . • evening ! 

Some of us w~~e up stairs In t~e nort h sitting-room when tnere was a scur
rying about, the SOUlln of rapiA footsteps, a ligh t tap on the noor an~ t h e 
wor'l, I! Be is here! I! Magic wor ,:! s -:- The Q.uiet house came to life. It is like 
opening a faucet . All flows imme'liatel~ towar~ t h e Guarilian. - No precious secon 
- ,:! of his presence must be lost. Everyone hurries to the heail of the stairs, 
merging into single-file line- as they ilesce~~. At the foot of the stairs, the 
Hanils anil the_others step asiile to permit the pilgrims to ~nter first. 

We walke!! quickly along the lower hallway towar ;:i t h e iiining room li06r, 
still exchanging places for the proper oriler. I trien to peek arounA the back 
of the polgrim in front of me for my first glimpse of the Guarilian. Eer back 
prevente" it. 

Then- I was in tile room. I hear!! Ilis voice for the 'f'irst time as ' he greet
er! her an" shook haniis with her. tlGoo~vening, II he saiA, She replieil, IIGooA 
evening Shoghi ~ffen~i." 

She stepper! asiile ann I was reveale,; to him in all my unworthiness. There 
was no place to hine. 

Dr. Giachery ha~ tal':! me in Rome ' that each time he apPl'oacheil that ,1oor 
he got coIn shivers iiown his- spine an" that he- felt like a Itttle boy caught 
with jam on his face. - He toln me this, but he "i(ln1t tell me that it was such 
a very col':! shiver an,; ~hat there was so !ery_much jam. 

Our eyes met. IIGOOil evening, II he sai" an" I replie,:!. What I SSi!; I can't 
remember because I saw him coming towar" me. He hel" out his arms anil embrac
e ,1 me. 

II We have Eeen expecting you for a long time, II he sai,:!, "s he kisse" me 
o~ the right cheek! t~~n the l~ft~ then the right. I clung to h im eVer so 
t~yhtlY. ¥y prenomJ.nauJ.ng feelJ.ng was, If I have come- home. II My chest hurt, it f 
f_ t so blg. ~y t hroat was stoppe,; up. My eyes trie~ to she~ tears that were 
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'pouring from- e very' pa:r t of nw being, but t he t a !"k W'!l'I t oo great for t hl?m. '1'he~ 
tore~ u an~ b11n~eA ~e . 

- 11 . 9 have hearA :mlch about you, it he 'S"i~ . ! hel;! hi!!! tightly. hoping I 
nee'" not let _go . fl!iow we are hanpy that you are with u !.'! a.t l ast . 1I 

I turne'" b ac to t he t abl e to fin~ MY' seat . It was Airect1y o'P"'osite 
him , :::0 close I - eoulA hav e reache~ over linA toucheA his hanA. 17hen my vis i on 
eleare", I eou1 .. see that overy ey,fl ~"a.s 1:'.15'0 mi sty. When the next pi 19ri':l- arr:! 
- ve", I V1oul~ 1m'J hy . VIvaI' Fahai rem:-t j l:' knit t e;! to t l-e other ber e an ;! 
share t his ee . t as , ""ten t110 Guardan gr eet !'! t he nell' pilgri ~or t he first 
!time. t"hen ! s il the next -oilgrin come, I too, wep t lith JOY fo r th~. ! t h01Je 
- ht of t he worAS of t l'e oolicatorl pr eyer : "burn ~C?.:y t he veils that have sh111 
me ou t from T y Jaaut;;r 8M be q a light th'~t ,:ill lea,1 me unto the ac itn of Th:! 
nr el'lence." 

l,<y fears _a~ 1111 vnnishell now mil ! felt oCl1y ~\ t r ;:.nscen.>ent hap'!lines<;,,:' 
I w tche~ t e GUBrll i an with rapt ttent ion ~'II evpi-increasing ~evotion . Thi3 
was as ell) e , i n our n • a an WOul ll come to tho 111reet souree o'f the nOwer 
of GO;! , 1'i S >: "\j<1st:r, ri s Justic e , j<is 'lercy, - is ;Jove. I felt t he all :flo -
tng from t a GunrAian . 

~en h asks A e about my j0urney I answerOA him ~nA y or~s shec~;! ma . 
1 11 A i<; II my Ijving by 'r.orllS 'but coul~ thi"1k of TI()thing to S3.,V in hi s resen~ 
My OT'A q were te~ble, clune; , 1m" une°,.t a n . n 'l7'lS as th uu.h , g11v tonpue hn.~ 
been m Ae he;ti:-fu t hat it '" ght tr'T to sr.::r sonething , :lttyn: , ~ e1pver . '1.",is 
Gu arll ian conI" b'l :l ftMr~"'e~"" b~, onlv on~ 11ing ; SCl"VjCf' to tna .... a:lt • ' -o th~ng 
waul'" f'''fP 1r f'luenr.e 1;;" jll"r.r'Emt, T10t re" t r" nO f'!tion , po~:-e 1" or frien Ash1 
"'he on1 p'-If't th t emIl t; e'Y~n hi"" ",,~ '" t P- . i~t f :;erv1c"' . 

f'nfl thing W:ll" ~;,T'IlJ"ent to tre "It (>nc~. 'y 1 if!'! r.as chsng:i nL; . y concept nt 
the ~?itr, o~ tp chtng, ~~ qp.rvir.~: nonp. of these rou1~ ever be the saoe agair 
Fr m thnt ~~ment ~ an e ~ Uill , n-~ ~rf' h'~ny tr , t you ~e ~rp ~1 tr u s ~t laf'1 

know t'le t"t-rror in flp fl WorA ~ r,7' 1<a.hti ! llah , ill fE'>:!" I fl,-;t bereft 01 the 
rnel()AY' ".f t e AOV'fl 0 ',. hf' ven,]Fp. i ll !'lin' t lMk t o th(~ .;harlcq of utter los!"" . 
I h, ;! Fa~ . -'1 un('1') th~ ' ribQ3Uty of t"e T O SA " anA coul·, nerfer ag. n 'be content t o 
return t'l "l;I!&ter al1.' clay" . 

nfl thing is cPJ"ta n: the ~ing ch~n- e.. ~hilc at F~iAa. ~hough one rn~ 
fail t'l 11v(3 un to t e Tlr"l"'1s£'~ 0-1" th s gr.eut blf'lssine , t b ugh T, 9 ay fa.il tc 
garv;) 1!C: Go-'l r(lquir0~ , t e - l)!'i'38 will be -paj " . ~G.ving seen the l1ght, ~arkness 
i:=: 3bhl)!"r~"lt. "'nly <l.U lmen4 ng sorrow c an 1:oe t he" r aw:l:!:''! for those ho , having 
t 'lst e .. of t hp. 'Pure cry. t "l.l s trp-a.."'l , turn 1l"l:' il 9 a."1il 41'ink fro ano t her . 

The "lla.:r"i'l" c'\115 Yl)u tc ~ lighe1' SE'T'vic . TTe li~ts you 11") to heights of 
limit1 ec.'" j'lY t h'm . et", you G"'ntl :r .:I0107n . J1'~ving r evp.al e .1 t he trE'll$ure. he :r.eqt 
ests the "'!J,7'll<:!nt 17hj h i<: !"ervice to t1 c F",jth of '..~ o .'! . Your only fear nn is 
t hat you may f . 11 ~bort of the ~os~lbiliti es he ha~ mailS 10u to see j n Y011rs 1 

~e is iliff.erent thi~gs 0 ~ f cr ant ~eo 1e, • feel sure . ~e 1~ a ~if!erey 
Guar;tian to t ho !'mJnr; 1) 'lTll 0' "if':'nront .. .. ~Tq . yC't y 'm ,e1 t~at he 1s a lwa,vs 
t he :::ame a.t tlJe center. ~e !s like an ace n . A shelter fo r t 1'e tis Wh0 live 
\11)on hi'! bii'anty, storm or .:I0struction for th01"9 . ho snil 'lgn.inst his ti.19 01 
1Tl.to f'ol'b1~" en a t r . . T~e i truly the Sign nf ('yO;! on earth. Fe 11'1 the tlreser 
for r of th ' O"lt I}re: t O(~enn of a,'u'11ah. I ,\b;!lll- Bah'i t ol.1 u s that the OOV
ennnt ~a~ t is OC03n. f 'e live wit~in i ~ 8trentthening grace , we ~rosper a! 
f1 sh g&in "ltren~ti'i in tl'-e .,,"'ter!': o~ thl'l r-ea.. If we v enture beyon.1 its waters 
~e n6r!~h . 11 We.10 t fa " uuon ~ t s ~~t~r~, W~ A e w~thjn t he qen it~el~ a~; 
1 U~e A e"," b"A as VI tlle aee n , thF> it ve!" of r.o~ spm us un nA w <;h us onto • 
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t he s anA to l'ii tl'0T 1'!1M wp.!; t a ar.ay. 

You f eel t hi 1)0 ar in the pr eneJ'ce of the G113T .. i an . ! h '10 h earA it. saL'! 
t bat ' ~b~u'l-~&ha o~ce tolA so~e Arnarie ~n believers hen He 'If s in t beir coun
try, n Olf yon h'!v~ n l' love. ~Ol!'1"J AP. yOu will h ave 'O;r Justice . ,1 ThilO Justice i s 
personi 'iee in the flu r AllUl. You "l'ay, It'1'hz'nk GOA tnT this Guaroli >m . " You know 
a t onep- the qtre Ct h of th~ Cnvpn~nt, t hat S ogb i ,f£enAi 1s t he ztrong rope 
t o 'lfh1.cl1 al1 llnlS't cling . . eneVPT :r wr1tl? of the r,up.r·1ian , n" corne t o t1}e pr o
noun "he" , I in!';t r:et'l.v ly ~~t't tn ep!)i t 1 i:!'e ~ t. Pa woulAn 1 t g:pur ove, s o I 
A O not . St:l1l in sl'1all way it l'lxpl in the nee" ono feels for no re lott 
t flr rns to expr esR 11i!iO n resence . 

• ow I know why there h R.V'" bp.E"YI nl) Il<'l8QU: t e Ae:;crip tioTls of' llil!! by t'1n 
"pi 19r'l.rns. t i!'! ~o'lm l€ltel:r un:l.ll"nnrt , nt . rt i'" AAl"Cr i Mnt; a 1:'11rTOr when :vou nan't 
bebolA t he Sll71 t rat !"hines 1'1. :it . It is "escribine t~Yl"bon b;or ~!),ying it h~::; 
four m vP.!"ents "ll'PI'!!l Yi1U ~:l,n' t en>;r""- th Fl exh:lla r :ttion anA joY tha t its lPUs1e 
stirs 1~ you . This is more true o~ the nuar~l an. ejs i!'! a ~u!'!ie u~iqup' to t~9 
pla~ I t iR a ~irjtu 1 1 ~~? e wrieh trp-n",onA"l even 3 ~lsieal 1 ngu~e . 
I .b .. u l - Il.r. i'! iA th<lrg \V·, s " c;n~r:itl1 1 l~ngtl8{ e R.EO "iffe"t'"!mt i'ro. our langa.., €I 
Ol. ours i~ "fr') t e eri9'" 0-1' -1,1 - 1;". TJoi"l 1<" f,~ .. 1" l".r,u"E:~ 01' -!;1-t" nrE' senee o"f 
thA rtu l ·Ai Flll . It cannot O . 9""''''Tfl", ''' '' • ...,.,~t iF' r:ri tt en t ,erp. if' but the Rh:~olY 
of t '1e re'!.1itv. "nl y a nil,,,:".::-:..,<i{:,! C'I' YO")" <')rn r ill ~l()t , it 7itr flesh . It 
YO\4 have r;O"n r.iM, you v'ill un ·H·r <>1; ·.'l'l t 1'is . 

li'ir "lt s ntenc o 0 l a c;t"O - r·-;gr8.-ph . ! .,.'1 1 tr~r to ;le"l~ribe ~:l.Tr :ror YOU as 
e anpe rc; t o the out e r p.ye . 

?he (}us.r .. i n.n, a l'l! rel'ler'.bar hiT1,~'l c;hort ilJ c;t 8.tu~P., '"'is h:1r is !l nr k , 
gr~y ' I t the 51 .. e . ~te is of lJliM i11l'" to !la. - f!ol"'nlf'xion. 17(! h . ~ " !l:rk FlY s t hat 
"I~Pr!1 to bee')!!! a sh'l" 9 l1f"htt;r "he t hey n.rn Most -,nirnat.e ·1 , as though tb~y 
burn",;! with !'lome inner fire , Hi!'! feat r on a.r e r6["ular. , ~ :is SMooth sl1aven 
e~~ _ t -r r a. "1.1" ' , l1l;)Ust· ,c'1", . t:'herF' is R.n e"err.;et',e flU'l l tv aryant his ner:'Qn, 
FlY _n hen a t :rest . He il'; v(n:y 1'!tur"y. ! ju .• g e t hi!': hli t11e fi r mness ! ~elt .hen 
'e embr(/.~ A ron . '" b 'i3 l:'ma.l1 . gl l1uola r ~,an4" which ur 6 <'1!;moly a ll-' e r es!'!1ve . 
.All 1 a go. t \lreS are a'.rtr"'!!le J7 Jtl'"OO :C .. , . '~q ore a TllClt - CI11IJr e" tonC03.t ov er h 
.:I.e; inn -r ~l , th ~ a 1 l.r·.n:~ thp til"1~ I w .. ~ t'·.AT~ . TTi~ tiR "f'A'J al"'~s 1;ro"'n . 

'I1e ""1"",1'" • .l"c:' z th :l bl ".c' "hut ton in t'10 center of t h9 ton. If"!ost e velj 
eVl1Jnln he Or-o 'lf t Mml'! nn"" C" bla, '!t~ .... , AT 'II'"~ DC , "r ,' oem nt .' t1' 'l1n t o thE'! 

_ t a bl e . .. l"on Rcm~y i ts t h<3re . ':.'h o Gtl~r~j an it!' on hiG r'g'lt, n~ t "te 
I p.t ~st "'ilgriJ'll on " a scm's 1 nf t 0 nos1.t~ S <" "" i E!f~m"'i . Rllhiyylh ~ <;1 t~ 
~n t h ru ~inn ' ~ imme!l1at c riFht . Tbe r:11 e riM ig only three f At ~waw, yP-t a 
~0rl ~ ~w v f rom him. 

t y t t <3 wi t " ,,:\'" """'.., '''oubl bl ~Cl"'l,l b"'c'l.u!' f! l1e l't:l S V~-;r - mniT thrcn out. 
'l'h~ ark of t e ait ., \Y".<" n "'Ajrr"3 ino ,ell an .. this is t he barOl'1ster ryf! h is 

il'it",. "Ito l ~.ur;l ,eA :nuch , c}m(!'.rl,., .. ''''TV o"'t n, . ,,~ on t "I) oe .. a"l'"'tn "l'\S hurl'lt into 
lou .. 1fl r ty 1 Ui'lt ar . TTis JOY c ':J.'l" if>~ eVBr:T(l~" '<! 3-'1r;1.1; , snr.l'ing a l oft w t b loil 

r a'1uent ly hA will no~ hi , ha'l." tn l'!n4 iwrn as th0116h to ,~ ..... .""..,o Tlo1rri 
he hG.!": just me."E\. """hp.n \Yo]",' ~ !'Ie 01' the ouen:l.ne o"f' thr0e now territp1eo; i n <;l

· t Africa, he ~ ~91iFht ~A. 

~!io. , a he q~i.l . ""'", r. v, oneno~ t<:lC"> hUn-4rnA ::m .. t V1entzr- fi.v e untr!e to 
t hp. Fait h . " 

'l'hlfl"l be noil'lIn" ~i~ l'Cl"." I>!' 11' tn f' Y, "Y<) " ~t i . tr'rll". " ~o n~ver s ays "1!! 
or ilm~lI . t i r, al ·1 5 H "or "t he :9a.ht.L 01" <;11e F i t .,,, ~s <10nA ~t. 

'0 OllS s"p e~'.(s ,;;n""l i ~ 'l!'! 
hes1tr<t10n 1>5 he ~,,;;;.rch"'s for 
j nSl)1r <; n qui vel' of ileH gl,t. 

~hOf~i mffen~l spe~s it . Thar 
a vro r .. , but a c h time l'e r1 g . 

may b-. a rnoment1 
rth a ,iewel 



One- evening the Shrine of- the Bab was surrounnen by a white mist. 
The Guarnian asken us- if we hail seen it. liThe Shrine ll , he- sain , nys the 
Queen of Carmel seaten upon her throne, roben in white ann crowneRn with 
goln.! I 

As evening passes, your fear increases that s~on he !ill leave. He 
touches his serviette ring with his eloquent fingers, then with a chara
cteristic gesture of finality, he pushes it forw~rn towarn the center of 
the t.ble. - This means that he is about to leave. The moment you nreailen 
has arriven. Each time he touches that serviette ring, you say quietly 
to yourself II .non' t let him leave just yet. II You try to think of some 
earth-shaki~g question to ask that will nel~ his ileparture. - Nothing comes. 
He rises, All rise with him . He bins us each a personal gOOil-night with 
the wish that we may sleep well. Sometimes he wil l refer to the next nay's 
plans. -

III hope you have afioo", night's rest. Tomorrow you-wIll go to Bahji, 
to the Shrines of Baha u lla'h. Yes. 11 His hean nOnS up ann flOwn.FIis lovely 
eyes bestow upon each af us a loving glance. He smiles again ann leaves. 
- The overpowering feeling of motion which you associate with the Gua,r-
ilian never leaves you after that first meeting. TAbnuI- Baha's wornS live in 
the Gllarnian: We must go forwari'. We cannot stann - still; that is st8/!jnationll. 

Movement, speen, action. Yet all accomplishen in an atmosphere of 
assurance ann calm. The closer we are to him, the mor e active we become, the 
more accelerate'" our pace; yet the more sublime our attitune ann the less 
panicky our methoi'S. The Guarnian moves across the vast spaces to be conqueren 
by the Faith as a cyclone moves. The farth.er one is f:rom this tranquil center, 
the more violent t he-reaction. -

If we have wi tn.i'rawn from the center Qnn are 0 n the out er frdnges , we"
are torn to bits ann nestroyen. We must move with the power or ve shatterei' 
by the impact. 

This is what it is like to ve in t he presence of the Gllarnian. He is 
the power of electricity that c~n ceat, war m, com~ort ann light our lives, 
but if we misuse It we are nestroyen. The br eeze that cools yo u when yo u are 
feverish, t he ~inn that sails- your craft speening it on its way, the gentle b 
breath that shakes the ripenen fru it ann ",rops them at your feet is the gale, 
the hurricane that rushes in to crush what has become a vacuum. 

You can feel the heat of his pace. You are shaken by t he nraft of his 
passing. You can- see the light of his spirit. He is a giant comet t hat bla'zes 
across the sky, nrawing into his orbit all t he bits of matter t hat can feen 
the flame of his fire. All that can burn with this same fire are ilrawn in to 
increase the- brightness. Those who are not attracten by this magnetic power , 
who are not ~rawn into his orbit to burn with the rest, see this blazing ball 
of fire thunner past. They may try , too l ate, to enter, but the moment for the 
junction- is passe"'. The fiery tail of the comet sweeps by them an'" t hey are 
left in narkness. - -

This is tlie Guarnian. I have emphas izen this feeling of a ction most of all 
because it pre",ominates the ot hers. Action- - then results. Not big projects 
planne~, but small projects complete~. He iloes not interest himself in when 
you are going to ~o , bu t in what you have ",one. 
- Even more important than +his urgence for action , is the neen for obe
~ience. The very breath-of life withi!' the Faith, you feel, i s oberl i enc e . -
Bah~ 'a nah sain of TAb"ul-Bana, "Who obeys i IT' , obey s GOil . II The Master ha~ 
sai", of Shogh i Effen"i in 'His Wi,n anA Testa..TJlen'E, "Who obeys Him , obeys Goo. II 
You know tha.t there c~n be no partial- unnerstanAing 6f the Fa,ith; you get only" 
partial- results. You have i!!lvestigate~ an", mane your choj.ce; you Eave- exercisen 
your in~epen"ence in coming to t'!le Faith . NOW- is the time f or obeniane8. I n 
t he worAs of t '!le pr~er: ••• ninstaiit , exact ann com'Olete obeilience." We must be 
like tne great cypress trees staniling outsiile the Shrine 6f Baha u llah. They 
bow an" benil low before t h e breeze of GOil from whichever nirection it may blow. 
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The '~l r~ ian sai~ t~at t he frien~ s feel i t Is ~ifficult t o leavp. th~ir 
nom~s aIM Tl inneer, even t o 11'o 17e to the goa.l", insi ~ e thetr ovrn countries . They 
,ao not see t hat he is l10t I1 sk · ng t hem to sacrifice . rre is nrot er.til1g them 
no t only f ron t he calamity t~at is rushing towar,a theM outwar~ly, but he i3 

Y'rot ect ing them from the ealar>it:v tha t :i::; ru.:=1' ing to a.r~ t hel'l i n?] , r .. ly . 
ilAneric1J. ," he sai~ , Hi s not lon i':i~T- eV~!1 nctivel:r- qu?,rrel:lnr, . Thp.Y' e.r e 

"p1'I.!"lOivol¥ t lU--n ant . " '1'h1<; is why he' -sa:i' t at he aske~ tl1e'1\ to .:Ii ners'; so 
t hat t n y may become alive ",{!p 'n an ~ not wHhe!i!' . They 1"1ill now be ';)untshe,a , 
hr., tol"! a nil rim, both l1lat e riall;v 8.1M sniritu!>lly, if t hey ,ao not "il';rerse . 
Tho se wile no fail to reSP'1n~ ~ ~Id:'t:t W"R :stth:Hlii cUlt, H 'lrlaaj: ~ 
to t he su:c:rr.ons or t he Ten Y e,'lr- Cnt~Mp. will suffer both Il'l!.teri lly a.n,a FlU ir:! t 
u o.lly . Those wh o "'0 not re-mon" to t he cl)mnan"'G , h0 sai . .:I, will feel t he ,'oubbl 
suffering . -

- YI)U are in t he r,uar"'iau ' Fl nre fl nee but s. shor t time when you "'ish t o 
53.:1 "1 ,,, Y0nr ho r Be , buckl e on your $Vior ,' a tM, ell-st ine- asi .. p, the joY .p t~1e 
Test of your p i lgrimage, cry o11t , "Fount your stee Ms , 6 'heroeFl of GOil ! 
Ruhiyyih V11"nm'"< , l1er<;el'!", s~l" Ol"~ niEht 7 it '::hoglti Bffanili , if you keep sneak
ing so movingly, 1'111 have to I e va nn", - 'Pioneer . !l 

You pave the ilesir~ t o be COJ1lJ'lan!' e~ in orMar t ha.t yon way obey . Fere 
you. l ose forever t l1at feel i ng, 1"0 common jn t he est , of r p,vellion a t Comm8nil s 
anA see- obeilien c e in nel'<'J l~ght; a light of "()rote~tion , service, ac comnl i9h-
!:lent a n-'! JOY. 

wt,en Shoghi Eften":'\. I e ves the ro om after t he evenir~ me al, t he ro om 
bec omes qui t e :;i1ent fo r some time . All e;;res are 7iatching trle ~oor through 'Ii' 

whi ch he hal" gone. Part of' Ollr hea.rts have gone tvith Mm . I t i s a goo~ thing 
bec ause the nart he has le f t wjth us is too much for us to carry . ~e mu~t 
sha.r~ it wtth 9!tCh o t rer or bur st. Eyes slowly, unwill ingly. tur n sway f r om 
the " oor of ' i s -'! e~arture. noeu ~jgh~ are hear'" on ever y si .. e as we br e t he 
out t he last , of' t hat air of his presence . These sighr. are mor e eloquent than 
1I'0r ,. s . They sa.,y , ') Isn 't jt w(l1'1.>er tul! if You wi sh it were t OMorrow Ydght a l rflal1;t . 
You. seat your Flel Vp.s a t t e t avle or Y'C'11 {!O Un t o t '" 9 i tt.:l.ng r oon where 1':>11 
clin renea t t o e a ch nther all t.nat he s~, :'\.~ . 

. 'l'1:>ese Sl'7eet sigh"! (If' ten4erness an" love st ~;r ,'i t l1 you. long into the 
Halfs n1 ght ", . YQu·"re- l.i VP. p.! a eh morr.ent wit the IJu a r-'! :l an ov er ah"! over <"{jain . 

1 "' 8 (!\ye c; i.n tht'l "~rk nmDht . You AI) 'lot \":'1. sh t o cl'l(,;c tl'>ero or to WBst e -these 
p r p.c · ()11S i ntoxicating h01U·~ in !':leen~ 

I t is now t h l l'l.st night ot your nilgrim'11!e . Your CUT> is 1'1" iI't; ()lrer . 
Tl'lere is no more r O(l!'\ . Tnti'! wOTI"erf"ul 1"1"lt er of life is running "oym the si .. es . 
You are eager to rush 01'1' to your post b efore nny is lo~t or w'l.ste ... Y(l1.l.T eyes 
hungrily 4r ink in t h i s l a.~t g l imp'le of your-' " e l ove-'! Gua:r"lian . Fi nally t he mo
ment n i' heart a chp. comEl!". The {}ua.r "lian nu<;h e.S hi s ringe4 s'?"-"''i 3t + f! "Orll/o.r~ "for 
t he 1 'l t t I me . 1'f1'l "wes la3k 1l\cro'l'l t he table into YOUT S . 1f8 Un,1p.:r, <;t """'V1S . You 
fea l t : n.t you r-o r p an n rr017 pulle.t b:J.ck to t ;,e :farthest stretching no:1.nt of his 
bow. 1'1:e' now hRS (\nly t o l et go a))~ yon will '31)eei\ on your w~w tn th~ t:o. 'l h e 
assigne,' . . 

Yet 2,n. .... ious a s 0 U a r e to P about t his work , ;TOU lo ne t .., X""!l1ll in tTl h is 
l>reS91'lCp. . 17:agP.!" ... YOl1 1"1' to try ~rnur new··foolU.:! . -inp,: ::l , Y 11 }:,pgrflt l env :lng 
t he nef;t . 17(l r c:::;s . '!If) foll()we,; . ITa came t o m<.) . Onr b e lovo.:l l1ur11:-"I1 <:. '1 t oov. bo t h 
of m' br:.n.~!" in hi~ ; warro love fitroe.lne"l from his touch into my very being . 
Tbe 'Sign rd (lo" on earth looke .. . int o illY eyes : love, kin"'ne , s , forgivpnp.",s $11r
r ounr>e" rne . I, wno ha ", given notrtnp' , h :l.il rl3c;eive~ e \Terything . 1. who haA 
neglect e .. Go'" a.n"l faile", refleate'lly , ha;; been wel coTllp.,,! P.S an~only son a t t h i s 
t a ble of Go .. ; t.he frBgr , nt nE'!riUl'16 (f !'rhi ch shall nev er lr.!tve If'!> . 

I was 1:ieing sent out into t he v ineYQ.ril of Gn ..> a.s one "'o rth ~r o·r 11:1 shire . 
The b anquet was ll -'! f),' 11.1 hfl now 'fla s placing unon my shoul .. ers w' atever bnr "len 
I wisheil t o bear fo r a.ha u lIar. I s s ake . 



-:/ / '1 , .. ~ " ,a. ' / t' ,,~ ' 
"'/ :/ /~J. rllgrim is r enortM to have 't q lA lJ,.b Ul-:pa.b(a- ;t;~tt ~~Q1j.;l.~ iqve to be 

l'l.e:~r- )lim 'al~'8! g . I ~JJ~ul-13a1i~ ' H ;" sali" t o ~ v'e ei;;J.ie"" .!,!TMx;e ~;ay, ta bE 31MI' 
to !lie i I t;i b q fat ~ . ms : 'S~rtiC'3 In the ~1n? "(1 11l 11'1 neftrnCS3 t o GO;!." 
"Th~rq ~ . .;." t wo v:I.l'lit;:;,1! I I. b"ul- '3".h~ s a;! .. t Q, pne (\ '\- th~ yeri( ;;'iirst 1l1l.grims 
fro 9 t h;l.1' ho;fYi ' "l1 ee ! " I I 'l't>,~ ~ 1 ilff'lt is f ora. 'bre$!': :},~~p '!i~;n y~)J. , c~me" al'lc ' &Jte 
'~;,!'ls,~ ... a ,1 are ' sent t151"1):O , tc- V!orI< i rJ ("~t'{ I S vi~~¥ai'~ ~h$ -r~ect;!,nt <yEihC01lle 
w~l ,Psn. 9l:1>: ;t"l'lyjUE7 11 ,i'l;; r; , ! ",1,er!'l, i 1' 'el ;:. (~ ~ss an .. t:num ... , n~ t-{) ~Jtell'"i'Y'e you!" 
rAft"".:'1....... n f.... • ,. ( C: 

",,~ .. _ .;. ,'I . . .. 
• + ,_ f. 1 

'- 1'''' ... ,....,.... r-'" ,- ' ~ _ ~; . 
('or n;Jr., ~ V~·, (j\t~;!:l:arl " ~6 i~ .,tis, nTl'ie ntl~~l'lag~ ,1.s ,f?-Vim.',,,~ b. ~t. Y'~u 'CaY' ·t ake 
n ;:r;", th'Hl giv'l o,,'t , to r e CtHVA an;! t hen 'mTl ~· 't, t o absor o a n .. 't hen b8-

sto''' . '~, tl'I()u~& t ':'.i:1 ther e has been no nil['l'i~!'..g~ .. r:J; ' J-I ~'i-sS"()iJ.v9\ into '10-
t(h.i r~~ : ~b Tfo ly Jl!L1l.t1' : ~~ 1..'hh h,?4rt .. ~! t ~,e Fa:! ~}.l . 'The he !1,rt.rpllrtl'-;l~ s' irlle 
0100'; 8 "r"I-T't. 'i ('! 1)10 0-' I~JJ.eA ~n'th 2t:'1HIrlties fJ.na ly rea che s th,. h"l'lU't . 
There i t f1 nur1'i'i e ,' al1'" r f1t or e~ an,. I s tmnne-'l bac k out int o ?..ll "' arts of 
thA bn~y j1~ th enr icftl.fl.~nt so :It may f e4 t e ti~sue5 aTI .~ g ~'re thero l ;1.fe. 

- 'Ph <=) 'r,1 1g rim Co. 8'3 t o the 1 .. lV! of his bel'lve -'l t o t he e'l.l't of thFl Cau se , 
l ailen '1tl'> t he im-r"uri ti'lr" of' tr.e \ 'orl A. 'f:r0, hG is re:fr€ sbe,~ an ... ri'lstori'l~ 
so +~'tt h " l!1RY gfJ bOle 1 n";0 the ,i n e y "'r" to i 'ring the love- cr'la t i nf' , lii' Fl
rec:;t~ r:l. ~10 r~ of' Go~ iDtO . . 11 !iEX+,g of t he e.~rth . 

T ',1 "';hig l ~ CJt moment J :/') 11 l~ ti .. ~n the ::;U'l"!!'P.U3 l e.-:;son ; :It .1 0 ,,,:s nf'l t ma.tter -
whr.;.t :-7('111 "i.r:.v e .:s ~ ne ~ tiho you 1"'''7;7 "be , ·i·l·~t y rl1.i..l '" Po,;rp.TS, talent au~ bpckjSrOl!nr1 
in tn.:1 7, ·t .. ~h TTl ' Y b";'V 8 -r:'ge1'l t"."T) 'U.nt ·~ j now .. Not 1" i n ,:. mat te:r~ c"..~~ t ~'011r com
plete e t)n C;E: 0ra:tio +'0 a !-l:{ ,J lla'rJ fro!, t hi S !'lament (In . An r, 'sl? is <;econ
r1ar:-v" . Wi t;'rytl t l1'!.s : "'-tol l your g ' t s !ll"B valu~le'S ~ _ "S;:;,Jlrfri11{h t'1i11 1"' ,, -1 e u'" 
other~ Vlh() ; hoWf3;'V P !, lnl.lnhlc , unl~ :Qr ne~ aT' untt a:ilje~ 1 "ia.-ve thi ~ -.;j Ttue of' 
I(e~·~ tlt. ~' ()n a n ,';! "they i1m li Bt tr,ith all Y0U" l{:i.ftfl YOU hAve fai]r;/l t(\ A n .. 

The l:r,llT s,Flk 11 o ' );r t he Ea"l, ha', (lOGO g a tn . uH8YJa r e I Bst by turn'i ng back 
He ITI:;;V ehal1t::'" you f nr IlnothBr , eanIe, Tlht) shall not b8 yo ur j ilW ,.n .. Vlf>O 

shall tn1>:e frOT~ ;1')11 t e ~ i ngflom a no;; . " 

Sf'vl , fr;f';et rnU !31 
1):i 19 r J 'r <>f"l w:<t,,; ')ve r. 

n .... l !'.'r1 ~' 
:r 'Must_g 

{lO i ng as 1 l o ()keA nr, (p'l r.'lY (iU(J,Trl :i a n . 
'1' 1'(; 1" thi s \e ~v"n o f h~av~n s . 

~ 

The r.U al"",t<OTi o· n\ , ~ r l n." t .,: 1'«;8"; of the t ,1;le to t :J.icE'l T'lY h'9.n" ~ tTl 
p ar tIng . I ~lung t o hir', try1r.& t o .. r Rin (l,) lH'd£;e f r oM hill' . Ii'? sa i;! hA 
WOlt1 , 'l'l'..y 10:r th "JUC0AS,,! of t h "'10?~ j n Sou t h J'.1r"icAo . 

'F en h,:, embra.c e .. 1'1e l 1=[e k:is<~ e,~ me u pon th'l ehee'. c. . T 1)1'(";5 "'11'" h im to 
my heart . e smile~ loving l y at ~~ . 

Uj hope when Y0U r:: e your next >H grimage , i! h e saiA, il1'hat yon will 
bring some 0" Your h i e .n crdl ... n m . :\t YOll. ,! 'i'hefl he W' S l<:one! 

Since YO 'l ~ r:!n I i; ho14 l):o.!lk the ",m, :,~ !mr 0 I clock the next ro.ft'>l"noon 
rU8he--i unen e . r'V."~yone g r:i.t h er PA tn t "\8 '~'[hi t o ill 6..rhle st en S o '~ j'Inber Ten 
Persic.rt t~eet to ~a.y fn.r~wel1 . u .... 1: RU~ : .·.T'\J·i~1 F anum ":Ier ('v .;r: ~ ~ "'", i 1 i e .. iT ) ~ .. .... 0 " , I"~ _ _ _ 

Collin.s , f.l'ai'!()1l 'Re lll'J , r,o t fu}l ' P'S'-hl , sylvi a loas , Jes: i e '>.on ,' ;;tbe1 Rev A11 
',"I'uhamrne:=t t r . ~ , 'II!ll h !j.mT1eA B<'} l:a.rf ~ ~ R.la ·.nr1 ul tIle RA ,,'e :·!.T :rrienr1 ~ ) I h ve ' 
written eJ. s ewher e . 

Fere 1 et me s y oni.fy tr :i $: "11106v e1' 
here byan effect,ion au .; k:l n,mcss unn , r 
tha.t he 2 114 he ~l o~e i ~ thE! one pilgr i 
long year s to ~o eeome . 

t he pi grim reay b e , he i s sUrrounA9A 
1 ell pA. ~~eh n ilg rim i s m ~e to feel 

t ey ha ve been wai t in& f or a ll t hese 
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