






















RECOMMENDED READING: AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Probably the most useful single Bahá’í resource for understanding various points about Islam is Lights of
Guidance: A Bahá’í Reference File, compiled by Helen Hornby and published by the Bahá’í Publishing
Trust in New Delhi. The brief index to Islamic topics which follows was derived from the second revised
and enlarged edition of Lights, which was published in 1988.

Of course the principal doctrinal work of the Bahá’í Dispensation is Bahá’u’lláh’s Kitáb-i-Iqán, revealed in
Baghdad about 1862. It is this work, more than any other, which holds the key to unlock the doors of
meaning, leading to an understanding of the secrets hidden within Divine Revelation. The Iqan says that ‘all
the Scriptures and the mysteries thereof are condensed into this brief account. So much so, that were a
person to ponder a while in his heart, he would discover from all that hath been said the mysteries of the
Words of God, and would apprehend the meaning of whatever hath been manifested by that ideal King.’ 1

The Kitáb-i-Iqán is a treasury of information about Islam, Muhammad, the Holy Qur’án, and the Imams.
Some examples: Islamic traditions (hadiths) 237-48; Mi’ráj (Night Journey) 185; Qá’im 243-247; Qiblih
49-52; Qur’án 200-201; 6th Imam 79, 131-132, 241, 243, 247, 248, 253-254, 255. 2

COMPARATIVE RELIGION

F.E. Peters, Children of Abraham, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1982. Paperback, 225 pages.
Compares similarities and differences between Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Chapters on Community
and Hierarchy, the Law, Scripture and Tradition, The Liturgy, Asceticism and Mysticism, and Theology.

William Montgomery Watt, Muslim-Christian Encounters: Perceptions and Misperceptions, London:
Routledge, 1991. Paperback, 164 pages.

Text of the Qur’án quoted to draw conclusions about perceptions of Jews, Christians and Muslims. Past,
present and future encounters between Christianity and Islam discussed and projected.

INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM

Caesar E. Farah, Islam, New York: Barron’s Educational Series, Inc., 4th edition, 1987. Paperback, 351
pages. Good reference work. Includes chapters on Islam’s beliefs and obligations as well as the various
shades of belief that divide the sects of Islam. Contains a glossary and a useful recommended reading list.

Marzieh Gail, Six Lessons on Islam, Wilmette: Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1953. 34 pages. Sadly, this brief but
superb introduction to Islam has been out of print since 1969. Count yourself lucky if you can obtain a
copy. Ms. Gail is the translator of a number of important Bahá’í books such as The Seven Valleys and the
Four Valleys (with her father, ‘Ali Kuli Khan), The Secret of Divine Civilization, Memorials of the Faithful,
and My Memories of Bahá’u’lláh. She is also the author of many scholarly works.

Marzieh Gail, Bahá’í Glossary, Wilmette: Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1969. Paper, 56 pages. Another
important work out of print. This is more than a glossary and pronunciation guide. Contains a wealth of
scholarship and numerous references that correlate the Bahá’í Faith to its Islamic background.



Philip Hitti, The Arabs: A Short History, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1943. Second revised
paperback edition, 1970, 278 pages. Possibly the most popular history of the Arabs ever written in English.
Places Islam within the context of its times and traces its evolution to modern times. Very readable.

Thomas W. Lippman, Understanding Islam: An Introduction to the Muslim World, New York Mentor
Books, revised edition, 1990. Paperback, 194 pages. Lippman was Cairo bureau chief for the Washington
Post. He writes clearly and insightfully. Covers Islam up to the present, including the Khomenini regime and
the Salman Rushdie affair.

HADITH

Allama Sir Abdullah Al-Manun Al-Suhrawardy, The Sayings of Muhammad, London: John Murray, 1938,
128 pages. 439 sayings of Muhammad, arranged topically (e.g., abstinence, backbiting, learning, reason,
sin, etc.) and written simply and clearly.

Alfred Guillaume, The Traditions of Islam, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1924. A classic work long out
of print. You may be able to find a copy in a university library.

LIFE OF MUHAMMAD

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, Wilmette: Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1964, chapter 7. Very brief
biography of Muhammad’s career. Explains Bible prophecies relating to Islam in general and Muhammad
and ‘Ali in particular.

H.M. Balyuzi, Muhammad and The Course of Islam, Oxford: George Ronald, 1976, Part I, Chapters 1-
18. Excellent examination of Muhammad’s Life. Correlates the authentic Shi’ah traditions to events in early
Islam.

Ibn-Hisham, The Life of Muhammad, translated by Alfred Guillaume, London: Oxford University Press,
1955. Reprinted in paper by Karachi’s Oxford University Press in 1967, 7th impression 1982. Paperback,
813 pages. This is the biography of Muhammad. An exhaustively detailed work which will daunt all but the
most tireless reader. As one example of its tediousness, the names of every participant who engaged in the
Battle of Badr—on either side!—are listed between pages 327 and 339.

W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1961.
Paperback edition, 1974, 250 pages. Professor Watt was Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies at the
University of Edinburgh. He is one of the most respected orientalists in the world. His biography of
Muhammad is objective, scholarly and readable.



ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS OF THE HOLY QUR’ÁN

‘Abdullah Yusuf ‘Ali, The Holy Qur’án, Brentwood, Maryland: Amana Corporation, 1989.

This translation was one recommended by Marzieh Gail in her Six Lessons On Islam as being ‘mechanically
the most legible and accessible of all’ (p. 20). Dr. Peter Khan (who was raised a Muslim) also
recommended it in his ‘Institute on Islam’, Davenport, Iowa, November, 1971 (audiotape).

A.J. Arberry, The Koran Interpreted, New York: Collier Books, MacMillan Publishing Company, 1955.
Two volumes printed between the covers of one paperback. H.M. Balyuzi, the distinguished biographer of
the Lives of Muhammad, the Báb, Bahá’u’lláh, and ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, used this translation for Qur’anic
quotations in his narratives.

J.M. Rodwell, The Koran, London: Everyman’s Library, 1909. In 1987 the Guernsey Press reprinted this
translation in paperback. This is the translation Shoghi Effendi used from 1931 (Kitáb-i-Iqán) onward for
translating Qur’anic quotations found in the Sacred Writings. Rodwell organized this translation in
chronological order, rather than the usual mechanical order of longest surihs to shortest. Fortunately,
Everyman’s Library printed a table in the front of the book by which one can easily translate the surihs from
Rodwell’s scheme to the standard arrangement.

George Sale, The Koran, London: K. Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., Ltd, 1896. Prior to 1931 Shoghi
Effendi used this translation as an aid to translating quotations from the Qur’án found in the Bahá’í Writings.

STUDY OF THE QUR’ÁN

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Secret of Divine Civilization, translated by Marzieh Gail, Wilmette: Bahá’í Publishing
Trust, 1970. This book contains a wealth of Qur’anic quotations (footnoted) and many references to Islamic
culture.

Bahá’u’lláh, Kitáb-i-Iqán, Wilmette: Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1950. The Iqan contains more than 140
quotations of verses from the Holy Qur’án.

Introduction to the Study of the Qur’án, Wilmette: Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1976. Paper, 21 pages. Ten
lessons arranged topically. (It was Shoghi Effendi’s recommendation that the Qur’án be studied topically.)
Lessons: 1) The Qur’án: What it Claims to be; 2) The Nature of God; 3) Divine Unity; 4) The Prophet of
God; 5) The Life of the Spirit; 6) Spiritual Laws; 7) Temporal Laws; 8) The Next Life; 9) The Latter Day;
10) The Judgments of God.

SHI’AH ISLAM

Browne, E.G., ‘Distinguishing Features of Shi’ah Islam’, Quoted in the Introduction to The Dawn-Breakers,
Wilmette: Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1962, pp. li-lvii. Excellent introduction to various aspects of Shi’ah Islam.

Dwight M. Donaldson, The Shi’ite Religion, London: Luzac & Company, 1933. 393 pages. The very best
single work on the Imams this writer has found. Again, the age of this work restricts its availability to
university libraries and private collections.



Abu’l-Qásim Faizi, The Prince of Martyrs [Imam Husayn], Oxford: George Ronald, 1977. A moving
account of the martyrdom of the Imam Husayn.

Moojan Momen, An Introduction to Shi’i Islam, Oxford: George Ronald, 1985. Paperback, 397 pages. An
invaluable reference work. This exhaustively researched book yields a closely written examination of many
aspects of Shi’ah Islam, covering the period from its inception to the present. Contains many useful charts
and tables, a glossary, illustrations, and a valuable select bibliography of sources.
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