


BAHA I u I LLAH ' s GARDEN 

Jacksonville, Florida. 

1919 ..: 1934 

On September 29,1919, Dr. and Mrs. Walter E. Guy came 
from Boston, Mass. to make their home in St. Augustine,at 
which time they immediately began to spread the Baha'i 
tea <hings. 

During their first winter as residents of the South, 
1919-1920, they invited Mrs. Mary H�nford Ford, New York 
lecturer, to be their guest. She came, remained a month 
and during that time delivered Baha'i lectures in St. 

Augustine. Her visit was repeated in 1921, at which time 
more lectures were given. 

In 1922 Miss Leona Barnitz, Washington, D.C., spent 
seven weeks as their guest. During that time she c·ame with 
them to Jacksonville and gave two Baha'i talks at the home 
of Mrs. Sylvanus H. Hart, 500 w. A shley Street. The fact that 
Dr. Guy bad previously given Mrs.Hart the Baha'i message, 
while on a visit in St. A ugustine, made these Jacksonville 
meetings possible. Previous to that time the Doctor had also 
given several Baha'i talks at the Edward Waters College in 
Zacksonville. 

It was likewise during this same period that a Baha'i 
lecture was delivered to the Jacksonville Theosphical Society 
by Dr. Guy. 

Mr. Howard McNutt, Brooklyn, N.Y.,complying with the re
quest of Dr. Guy, came to Jacksonville during winter of 1923. 
His visit to this city was repeated for several years there
after, he also speaking at the Edward WAters College as well 
as to other audiences. 

In 1924, at the request of Dr. and Mrs. Guy, the noted 
Persian Baha'i teacher and lecturer, Janabi F.azel, came to 
Jacksonville. Unity Center was thrown open to him and there 
six lectures were·given; three at one time, three at another. 
He also carried the message to the colored people. 

In March, 1932, Dr. and Mrs. Gayne v. Gregory came to 
Jachs&nville and after a series of free lectures (health)by 
Mrs. Gregory (Orcella Rexford) she opened her health classes, 
100 persons attending. At close of the classes she announced 
another free lecture to be held in the ballroom of the 
Seminole Hotel (corner Hogan & Forsyth streets),and et that 
lecture she presented .�he Baha'i Faith,giving many proofs. At 
th� conclusion she announced another Baha'i lecture to be held 
the following week and introduced Walter B. Guy, M.D., frcm 
St. Augustine, as the speaker. 
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TrJe writer of this report, Kathryn L. Vernon, did not 
attend any of Orcella's lectures or classes, but when an 
acquaintance met me on the street and informed me there was 
�� be a free lecture at the Seminole Hotel that evening, 
"something about a new religion", curiosity compelled me to 
attend. It was the evening Dr. Guy gave his first Baha'i 
lecture - "The Solution of the Economic Problems" - and as he 
told afhow Bible prophecies had become fulfilled, a spiritual 
��rce seemed to emanate from him. I felt sure he was sincere 
a�d believed everything he was telling 'us. Eut with the 
closing of lecture came this startling announcement: • 

"If you accept this Revelation I am not promising you 
health, wealth and happiness, as most of the lecturers do,but 
J�U will haVe tests, you Will haVe trials and persecutions, 
and possibly even martyrdom." 

Martyrdom did not sound at all inviting to me but I could 
not forget his claim that the Promised One of God had come, 
�own by the name of Baha'u1llah, the Glory of God. The first 
thing 1n morning, the last thing at night, all through the day 
that thought was there - it would not leave me. Over and over 
I kept thinking, "If it is the truth, I have got to find it -
I have GOT to find it." TWo days later, walking through 
Hemming Park during a lunch hour, I asked myself a new question: 
"If this is the truth, why have I not heard it before?� 
Instantly I heard a still small voice saying, "That is no 
reason - it IS the truth." Then my soul whispered back - "It IS 
the truth" and at that moment that precious truth found a 
lodging place within my heart and has never left. 

That introductory lecture was the beginning of a series of --
delightful weekly ones by both Dr. and Mrs. Guy. From seeds sown 
1n those lectures a Jacksonville Baha'i community was born and 
those of us who found the truth of the Baha'i message, so lov-
ingly given, received a precious gift that never can be repaid. 

After the opening of the weekly lectures Dr. Guy wired to 
Y.isa.Alma Knobloch, Cabin John, Md. to come and work in Jackson
wille. She had just returned from teaching in Germany end 
Doctor knew she was longing for another place to go. It is told 
that she started without even taking time to pack all her 
clothes - so happy are true Baha'is to be able to serve their 
Lord. At the April 4th,l932,public meeting Mrs. Guy intro
duced Miss Knobloch who remained 1n Jacksonville for nearly 
ten months,lov1ngly giving all of her time to the teaching of 
the Baha'i Faith. 

I told my Mother of the wonderful truth I had found but 
alas! she was bitterly opposed. Each day I told her a little 
�ore, same Bible interpretations, some part of the new teach
!ngs,but the prejudice did not lessen. DaY after Day, weP.k 
after week I tried to bring through the truth until f1nall1 I 
became utterly discourag.ed. That night,when I went to bed, 
I prayed to Baha'u1llah for help. I explained the situation 
to Him, acknowledged that I could do absolutely nothing by 
�self� and asked Him to please open her heart and mind so she 
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could find the truth. The next day I did not mention the Faha•l 
Faith to her,but that night I again prayed to Baha1u1llah for 
help. The second day passed without my mentioning it in any 
way but at night I again turned t o  Baha'�'llah for help. 
Ihe third day came and 10, I discovered that a miracle had happen
ed. Mother began asking me questions , all antagonism put 
aside. Then, when she began attending the lectures, �eeting Dr. 
and Mrs. Guy and travelling Baha 1 is, she discovered that they 
were really very nice people, even though Baha'is, and she 
�illingly listened. 

This incident is included as it should prove to all of us 
that the promises found within the Baha'i Sacred Writings hold 
true for all time - if we love enough and ·have faith enough 
we shall be helped. 

Weekly classes in charge of Miss Knobloch were weekly held 
at 30 E. 4th Street from June 13,1932, through Sept. 26th 
when, account of illness of hostess, they were transferred to 
707 Post Street. 

weekly hotel lectures were continued for about a year, 
first at the Seminole Hotel,then transferred to the Carling 
3otel (name changed later to the lo,evelt) where, through the 
co�rtesy of the Management they were continued until January 
29,1933. Miss Alma Knobloch a�ting usually as chair�an, Dr. or 
Vrs. Guy lecturing.with the exception or Dec. 4th and 5th,l932. 
On those dates Miss Fannie Knobloch, sister of Miss Alma, 
stopped 1n Jacksonville and gave two interesting lectures, relat
ing some of her experiences as a Baha'i teacher in Africa. She 
was accompanied by Mrs. Georgia Brown Wiles,of Nashville,Tenn., 
who greeted us at the December 4th meeting. Miss Fannie Knobloch 
8gain came to Jacksonville the following month,at which time 
abe talked to the study class. 

About the middle of January,l933, Miss Alma Knobloch left 
Jacksonville to return to Washington - a beautiful example 
of untiring efforts in the ser.vice of her Lord. 

On Sunday evening January 29,1933, after an inspiring. 
Eaha'i lecture by Dr. Guy 1n Parlow B of the Seminole Hotel, a 
business meeting was held, Mrs. Guy acting as chairman, all 
those interested in the Baha'i lectures invited to remain. 

At that meeting Dr. Guy introduced Mr. Walter L. Bacon, an 
elderly Baha'i gentleman,born in w,tford, Hertfordshire,England, 
then living in Jacksonville. It was decided to form a group 
to be known as the Jacksonville B!ha 1 i Branch. Mr. Bacon was 
elected Librarian, Kathryn L, Vernon appointed to act as 
Corresponding Secretary. Thus was formed Jacksonville's first 
Baha'i Group with two believers: Mr. Walter L. Bacon who,wfiile 
living 1n New York City 1n 1901 heard the Baha'i message frpm 
Mr. Mountford Mills(one of the early and staunch .believers�.). 
and one new believer, the. Secretary, whose knowledge of 
Baha1u1llah came with the first of these series of lectures. 
So, with only a couple or "twigs" but with a great deal of love 

and faith, Baha'u'llah's Jacksonville "Garden" was dedicated. 
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The Secretary was then instructed to write to Miss Alma 
Knobloch and inform her of the meeting and what had been 
accomplished. 

Dr. and Mrs. Guy, beL�g members of the st. Augustine 
Community as well as its Founders, were elected honorary 
members of the Jacksonville Baha'i Branch. 

Two more lectures were held at the Seminole Hotel, Veb. 
5th and 12th,l933, but they were not attracting outsiders. 

Then Doctor suggested that less formal home meetings might be 
productive of more good, if possible to bold them. I sat 
hoping and praying. When I heard Mother offering the use of 
our home, another prayer had been answered. Offer was accept-
ed and' thus 707 Post street became the location where Baha'i ·-

public meetings were first held in Jacksonville, Florida. 

At 707 Post Street also were held the 19-Day Feasts and 
other activities,including anniversary celeb��ions. to which 
were invited friends and acquaintances, feel;s are,in those 
early days, that all would quickly recognize the truth, as I 
had done. Alas, Alas. 

Miss M!bel Sawyer was one of the large number listed in 
Orcella1s health classes; ehe also attended Orcell1s last public 
lecture when Orcel�a gave the Baha'i message and introduced 

nr. Guy. Mabel did not attend Dr. Guy's first lecture the 
following week but thereafter she attended meetings faithfully 
and in April of the year 1933 we were happy to add her name to 
our Group of two, she !lcknowledging her acceptance of Baha'u'llah 
as God's divinely appointed Messenger. Happy me - I had a 
Baha'i "sister". 

To the Sunday meeting of April 16,1933, Dr. and Mrs. Guy 
brought 3 visitors:- Mrs. wrol Schopflocker, Montreal,Canada: 
Mr. Lionel.Loveday, Elliott, Maice, and Mr. w.m. Bidwell,Orlando, 
Fla. After an introduction by Mr:;Bidwell;'Mr.s·. ·[S�hopflock�r gave 
a much enjoyed Baha'i lecture. Due to an accident, she was 
unable to show any of her motion pictures at this meeting, as 
originally L�tended, but at the request of the 25 persons present 
she returned on the 18th when we enjoyed another lecture, 
illustrated by her beautiful travel pictures, many connected 
with the Baha'i Revelation.· 

After the forming of the Group we were frequently invited to 
Feasts held at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Guy in St. Augustine. 
In May of 1933 they opened their hqme to the Jacksonville be
lievers and friends, and 14 Jacksonville guests enjoyed their 
first Baha'i public Feast - the Ridvan. There not only did we 
enjoy the delicious material Feast,but learned how truly spiritual 
and beautiful a Baha'i Feast could be. 

Nov. 12th,l933, was our first public meeting after the re
turn of Dr. and Mrs. Guy ·from a summer vacation in the North, 
and a Feast in commenoration of Baha'u'llah1s birth was held� at 
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707 Post Street. Twenty-four were present. That Doctor was 
able to return to us, after a very serious accident in 
Washington, D. C . ,  added extra joy to the occasion. 

A Sunday in Novemter,l933. Doctor had arrived from St. 
Augustine and we were hopefully w1iting when the door bell 

rang. There stood a lady who introduced herself as Mrs. Carol 
Falin, a E�ha'i, having seen newspaper not1ce,and great was our 
delight when we learned that she had received the Baha'i mesa
age in 1910 from Mr. John Harrison Mills, a Baha'i in Buffalo, 
�.Y.: she believed but had never previously enrolled in any 
Baha'i group. Thus our membership grew to four. 

Another Baha'i guest during November 1933 was Miss c. Mae 
Thitchener of St. Augustine who never knew,when she first went 
to Dr. Guy's office for a pill that he always mixed his 
material remedies with liberal portions of "Baha'i Truth". His 
first prescription took effect immediately. 

1934 

On Easter 8unday,l934, we were invited to st. Augustine 
where a Baha'i meeting was held in the afternoon at t he Guy 
home,afterward we drove to the Florida Normal & Industrial 
Institute and witnessed the presentation of an Easter play 
written by Dr. Guy. 

It was during the spiritual program of the 1934 Feast of 
Ridvan, enjoyed in St. Augustine, that my Mother acknowledged 
her belief in and acceptance of Eaha'u1llah. My Beloved had 
not failed me, my prayers had been answered. 

Dr . and Mrs. Guy continued to come each meeting night to 
:acksonville and as they lectured their sincerity and faith in 
the Eaha'i message and love for Baha'u'llah was evident. So it 
continued throughout the years with the exception of their summer 
vacation periods in New Hampshire. During their absence 
:ertain interested ones continued to meet as a class, studying a 
:curse of lessons and reading the Sacred Words. 

Two more friends, Mrs. Charles Davies, and her daughter Miss 
·Jertrude Davies, declared their desire to become registered 
3aha'is on October 7th,l934. 

Then came another time we like to recall, in November,when 
we were celebrating the birth of Eaha'u'llah. Our guests 
always seemed to enjoy our public celebrations, they never re
fused an 1nvit.t1on, and this was a happy gathering. After a 
beautiful spiritual program Mrs .  Falin, her eyes�arkling with 
happiness, came rushing out into the kitchen to tell Mother 
and me that her friend, Mrs. Pearl Rozear, had just announced -
"If ever anything wa s  the truth, this is." At that time also 
-:>ur friend Mrs. Lida :s-, Marryott , acknowledged her acceptance 
L'ld so, on His b ir thday, Baha ' u ' llah brought ln two more be
lievers, making a total of nine,but we had to wait until April 
21st 1935 election for recognition of Assembly strength by the 
Sational Spiritual Assembly. 
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V i s i t ors t o  Jackson v i lle me e tings during 1934 were: 

:.:!ss Alma Knob l och .( February) 

�s.Nell Heath, Evins t on ,  Ill (Apr i l  22) wh o spoke t o  u s 
of the Wilmette Temple. 

�. Hiram James, Ra c in e, W i se ( Apr il 29) -who spoke An d 
sang for us - 30d 

· 

�rs. Ripley and daughter Miss Bessie Ripley ,  Orlando,Fla. 
(May 27th) -(Mrs.Bessie Ripley Wigtall.) 
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1935 

In Janue,ry our f ine Be.ha1i gentleman Walter L. Efl_c on mad e 
�e a g i ft of s ome of his cheris hed Baha'i books and I then 
de c ided t o  s tar t bu ildine a Baha ' i  l ibrary . 

From 1932, nour i shed by the words of Baha ' u'llah , l ov ingly 
and fai thfully g iven b y  Dr . and Mrs . Guy, the J•ck s o nvi lle 
Branch began t o  grow, s lowly but s urely. Then came the eventful 
day of Apr il 21,1935, when f our more indi cat e d  their des ire to 
be re cor ded Baha' i s  - Mr . and Mrs. M .  Q. Arnold ( B e s s ie Nagel 
Arnold) from Fer nan d ina B each , Fla. ) and Mr. and Mrs . F.. D. 
C ouch . H ow happy we we r e on e le c t ion d ay, our goal won, 
Jacks onville number ing among i t s  charter members thre e  who had 
learned of and !Ccepted the Baha ' i  truth many y ears bef ore i n 
other localities , And ten new bel i ev er s . S o  th e Jacks onville 
"Garden" of B aha 'u ' ll ah wa s formed , �nd every hear t s e emed to 
��el the l ove c om ing down to us f rom our Beloved. 

Befor e  the ele c t ion Dr . Guy spoke  t o  u s  of the- imp ortanc e 
of the oc ca s i on ,  in tha t 

"The t im e  ha s c ome t o  do for Jack s onv ille what perhaps is  the 
k�ndes t and b igge s t  thing tha t i s  p o s s i bl e ;  t o  organ ize and 
e s tabl i sh a Baha'i As sem bly , a focal c enter for the tea ch ing s of 
the Man i fe s ta t i on of God that al one can b r ing pea c e  and hope •nd 
secur i ty t o  the World. We mu s t  be car eful that a light sh in e s  
fr�el y 1n ev ery heart ( he reminded us ) becau s e  when we are 
� nited in H i s  l ove and s p ir it thi s cau s e  will go surging f orward. 
-rhe power i s  in God's hands; we are and can be but H i s  s ervan t s . "  

We were , indeed , ble s sed in hav ing such fa i thful s e�Tan t s  of 
3eha1u1llah who p o in t ed out to us the Ga te and the Path wh ich 
led u s  t o · th is Truth. Grea t , indeed, wa s our bles s ing when the 
�o rd and Owner of th i s  Garden , Eaha ' u ' llah , graniou sly perm i t ted 
·�s to enter. 

To our Guardian - Shoghi Effendi - went the f ollowing 
:le saage -
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3eloved Guardian: 

I t  is with humb len ess tha t we , the undersigned, send you 
�ur nAmes �s the charter members of the Jackson ville Baha'i 
:o��unity, and w e herewith pledge t o  you our support. 

We beseech th e blessing of your prayer s in our behalf at 
the Holy Shrines ,  tha t Divine Guidan c e  may lead and dir ect 
�s, and tha t day by day we may more fully r e a lize how great 
is the gift which brin g s  the privi lege of serving in the 
glorious Cause of Baha'u1llah . 

· 

Marvin Q. Arnold 

* Mr s. Marvin Q. Arnold 

* Wal ter L. Bacon 

B. D. Couch 

Mrs. B. D. Couch 

Mr s. Charles Davies 

(Mis s )  Gertrude D avies 

* Mrs. Carol Falin 

{Mr s. ) Lida s. Marryott 

(Mrs) Pear l  Rozear 

(Miss)Mabel B. Sawyer 

(Mr s ) Marion L .  Vernon 

(Miss) Kathryn L. Vernon 

V ic e- Cha irman 

T reas ur er 

Secretary 

� - Believer s for many year s, ha ving received the Baha'i 
message in other s tates.or localities. 

The remaining ten a re all new believers. 

Jacksonvi l le, Florida .  U S A 
APril 21 , 1935 . 
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WHAT SHALL WE MENTION OF SIGNS; 
TOKENS; APPEARANCES A�TD SPLENDORS 
ORDAINED IN 

T H A T C I T Y 
BY THE COMr'1AND OF THE KING OF 

!>�AMES AND ATTRIEUTESl 
B.Sc . Pge 51. 

0 NE\V AND BRILLIANT ASSEMBLY OF OUR GUARDIAN IN JACKSONVILLE! 

CONGRATULATIONS AND DEEPFELT SALUTATIONS! El•Abhi� IS WITH YOU 1 

You have entered that City, where milk and h oney flow! 
You have attained unto the Glory you yearned forJ 
How we prayed and Baha'u'llah heard our prayers! 
An Assembly stands upon your shores, a Victor,rfor your town! 
You have entered the Spiritual City of Unity, you have beheld 
The New Jeru sa lem in your midst! 
You have accepted, with helping hands, the New World Order! 
You shall no more thirst, nor hunger in those streets of gold! 
That City of Light is yo urs ! 

"It QUENCHES THI R ST WITHOUT WATER-
��D INCREASETH THE HEAT OF THE LOVE OF GOD 

WITHOUT FIRE! 

0 God, merc iful art thou to Jacksonville! 
Gratitude to Thee, 0 Baha'u'llah, King of All Hearts! 

Pge 51. 

It has reached Thy City where ev e ryth ing testifies of Oneness! 

"THE IDEAL CONSUMATE WISDOM IS HIDDEK IN EVERY PLAN T 
AND A THOUSAND NIGHTINGALES OF SPEECH ARE IN ECSTACY 
AND RAPTURE UPON EVERY ROSE BRANCH! 
THE �ITSTERY OF THE FIRE OF MOSES IS REVEALED 
IN ITS WONDERFUL TULIPS -
AND THE BREATH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT OF JESUS 
EMANATES FRO� ITS FRAGRANCES OF HOLDlESSl 
I T BE STOWS W E A L T H W I T H 0 U T G 0 L D 
A N D G R A N T S I M M 0 R T A L I T Y W I T H 0 U T 
D E A T H ' 
A P A R A D I S E I S C 0 N C E A L E D I N E V E R Y 
LEAF AND A H U N D R ED THOUS AND 
W I S D 0 M S A R E T R E A S U R E D I N E V E R Y 
0 N E 0 F I T S C H A M B E R S! B . Sc . Pge 51 

O,Loved Ones: 
You hQve at Iast been lifted up into that City of Glory
You are now a part thereof-
You walk in i ts beautious Str eets of Gold and bask in the Sun of Truth 
on the Shores of its Crystal Watera1 
You are studying the Laws of Abha in the Shade of the Tree of Life! 
You h•ve opened the Book of Command and htve quaffed from its Real ity� 

Blessed are you, in Blessed are you! Ric her are 
Administrative Guidance, you than kings and queens of 
in our Guardian's Service. earth! Yo u are Princelings 

ETERNAL! 
· Auntie Victoria 

(copy of message received from Auntie Vic toria } 
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On May 5th,l935, Dr. and Mrs. Guy held a "birthday party" 
in St. A ugustine, ho noring the new Jacksonville Assembly and 
coamunity members. 

Also from St. Augustine came 0 cordial invitation to 
cel�brate with them their Nov. 12th Feast, L� memory of the birth 
of Baha'u'llah. What made it exceedingly interesting was that 
the Feast was held at the Florida Normal and Industrial 
Institute. 

This School for colored youth was started by the Ladies 
Baptist Missionary Society of New York City and supported by 
them with many little churches throughout the State also con
tri buting. T he School was moved from Jacksonville and, upon 
invitation of the st. AUgustine Chamber of C ommerce, establish
ed its head quarters upon an old slave pl8ntation grounds on 
the outskirts of the city. 

�con after Dr. Guy moved to St. Augustine he was asked by 
a well-to-do Patient to visit the School, as he desired advice 
in re�ard to a medicine cabinet which he wished to give to the 
acnool�. In that way Dr. Guy first became acquainted with 
Nathan w. C oll ier, Principal of the School, and Miss Sarah A. 
Blocker, Assistant Principal. 

· 

Upon his first visit Dr. Guy found the �ain house (not 
large) being used as an administration building, around which 
were clustered several small wooden buildings, erected by the 
students, under super vision; a boys' dormitory, e girls' 
dormitory, a dining room which was also used as a class room 
tnd for Sunday religious meetings; a laundry -.nd a k:!.tchen. 
From that beginning the property grew to an estimated worth of 
about one-h8lf million dollars. 

Dr. Guy was attracted by the singing of the students, for 
which the School later became famous, and he and Mrs. Guy fre
quently attended their Sunday afternoon Song Services. 

Both Professor Collier and Miss Blocker were members of the 
cplored st. Augustine Baptist C hurch and it took many years of 
patient instruction before they understood the beauty of the 
message of Baha'u'llah. When they finally understood that the 
Baha'i teachings were not antagonistic to the Ghristian teach
ings but were the fulfillment of Christ's message and Bible 
prophecies, Professor Collier did all that he could to spread 
the Baha'i message,and the School's pl�tform was always open 
for visiting Baha'i speakers. 

st.Augustine Naw-Ruz Feasts were always held at the School, 
Dr. Guy furnishing the spiritual and material portions and, with 
the consent of Professor Collier, the School members of the 
Domestic Class providing the service. It was there, at that 
School, that the Jacksonville believers met Professor Collier 
and Miss Blocker, two sincere Baha'is, who were most gracious 
to us. 
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I once heard Profe s s or Coll ier s ay ,  "I decided if the 
�eha ' i  Faith wa s  good enough for the Doc tor , i t  was good 
enough for me," wh ich proved h i s  love for and f aith in 
Dr. Guy but in no way de trac ted from hi s l ov e  for and fa ith 
L� Baha 1 u 1llah. They r emained true Baha' i s  throughou t 
the remainder o f  their l ive s .  

While Mr. and Mr s .  E. D. Couch announced their bel i e f  in 
Baha'u ' llah 6n April 2 1 s t , on S ep tember 26th they mov ed to 
Birmingham , Ala. , thereby reducing our member ship t o  
eleven. 

out of town gue s t s  duri.ng this ye ar included � 
�is s  Jo s i e Pinson; Georgetown , N. c., and Mis s  Alma Knobloch 
who came in Januery and A pril� 1 935. 

During our Naw-Ruz Feas t Pre s ident Collier expr e s s ed his 
appreciation for the valuabl e  aid from Dr. Guy. . H e  said: -

"Dr. Guy has won the heart s o f  all who know h im .  He i s, 
inde ed , a bl e s sing .. to St. August ine N egroe s and the Flor ida 
Normal. He ia like a man who forg e t s  him s e l f  in h i s  though t s  
o f  o ther s .  His (medical) di scov erie s have he lped Dr. Collier 
(baby brother of Pr e siden t Col lier ) .  He giv e s  away h i s  gift s .  

You f ind a man l ike tha t once in a l i f e time. "  



1936 

I am taking the lib�rty of recordL�g these reports accord
ing to our regular 12-month per year calendar, as I have found 
it is frequently less confusing to the reader than if the 
Baha'i 19-month system were used. 

January 7th a letter was sent to the Library Division, 
Baha'i PUblishing Committee, to see if they had any books which 
they could donate to our public libraries. One litrary only had 
a few b ooks, and those published and donated long before. In 
February a wonderful gift arrived - 17 boo�s which were dis
tributed to our 3 Public libraries. 

In February came letter from Regional Teaching Committee, 
Chicago, Ill., advising of intended trip to Florida of Mr. 
Arthur Agnew, one of Chicago's very early believers, and asking 
if we could arrange a m6 et ing, the le tter further stating they 
were sure we would have a delightful evening with him, "as his 

11 

has been a rich and serviceable life in the Cause of Eaha'u'llah." 
We contacted Mr. Agnew and meeting was 8rranged f.or 8 o•cloclc 
Thursday evening, March 5th. We invited friends, also advertised 
in papers but only four outside.rs came. T he others indeed m iss
ed a fine meeting. 

Our April 21st election still showed Jacksonville retaining 
eleven of her original believers. with the following elected to 
serve in various capacities: 

�rrs. Marion L. Vernon, 
Mrs. Lida S. Marryott, 
Walter L. Bacon, 
Mrs. Charles Davies, 

Chairman. 
Treasurer. 
Librarian 
Music. 

Mrs. �. Q. Arnold, 
Kathryn L. Vernon, 
M.rs.Carol Falin, 
Mabel B. Siwyer, 
Mrs.Pearl Rozear, 

Vice-Chairman 
Secretary 
Feasts 
PHblicity 
Hospitality. 

It was this year,l936, that we had the great pleasure of 
writing a letter of introduction for our sincere and beloved Mr. 
Walter L. Bacon, a believer from the very early days, to take 
with him on his first trip to the Baha'i Temple to attend the 
28th Annual Convention of the Baha'is of the USA and Canada,in 
Wilmette, Ill - our first delegate from the Jacksonville, Fla., 
Community. Being unable to travel alone, his son., Herbert, 
drove him - a trip which brought great joy to Mr. Walter L. 
As his father was hard of hearing, Herbert was permitted to 
accompany him in the business sess�ons and upon their return 
Herbert presented Jacksonville with two aingle-spaced typed 
sheets of notes taken - a thoughtful, gracious service. 

Jacksonville today treasures a bottle containing sample of 
quartz as used in the buildinP.: ·o-f the Temple, which Mr. W.L .. 
proudly presented to us. 
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Naw-ruz Feast was held at 7 07 Post Street. We always tried 
to make our public Feasts gala events ind our guests always 
seemed to enj oy them. It was our hope that some of the beautiful 
spiritual truths, given out during our spiritual programs, would 
find a lodging place within their hearts. 

In June nr. Zia M. Bagdadi was a guest at 7 07 P o s t for about 
two weeks. \Vhat a fine compliment when some one gttending a 
meeting was overheard to say -"He does not seem to want to talk 
about anything but the Baha ' i message . " Someti�es people seem 
to forget that is what all Baha'i meetings and F@asts are for. 

One evening when I asked Dr. Bagdadi to sign my Baha'i guest 
book he asked permission to take it to his room. Of course I 
consented, although wondering why he needed so long to sign his 
name. To my delight, next morning I found a long message written 
in Arabic with (lucky for me} the English translation. 

While in Jacksonville I took �. Bagdadi to call upon Mr. 
ff:l.con.. He pulled Mr. Bacon to him, ,kissed him on the cheek, 

then they had a nice visit. I told Mr. Bacon I wo�ld drive o¥er 
for him and bring him to my home for supper with Dr. Bagdadi 
and Dr . Guy, the night Dr. Bagdadi was to be our speaker,but 
Mr. Bacon thought he better not try to come. To my surpri se 
when I reached home from office that evening there was Mr.Bacon, 
having walked the entire two miles or more in the hot sun. Of 
course he got a scolding (in a nice way) from both Doctors for 
they felt his pulse and knew he was not equal to such an under
taking, but it showed the power of a kiss of brotherly love. 

From Jacksonville Dr. Bagdad1 went to St. Augustine, having 
received permission to use Dr. Guy's home while they were at their 
New Hampshire summer camp . On July 26th I filled car with non
Eaha'is, picked up Dr. Eagdadi 1n st . Augustine, t hen over to 
St. Au'Wstine Beach for a dinner, after which we sat upon the 
porch:�and watched the waves. All seemed to be greatly en joying 
the o cean breeze and the friendly visit - all but me. "Why 
doesn't he begin talking about Baha'u'llah?" I wondered, "He 
knows that is why I brought them over, WHY doesn't he begin?" 
Then suddenly, without effort, without anyone realizing w hat he 
was going �o do, Dr. Bagdadi WAS talking about Baha'u'llah as 
only one whose heart is full of love can tal k. Such was.his way; 
he would gently slide into a Baha'i subj ec t , take his audience 
with him and hold their attention. 

On August 9th D�. Bagdadi invited the Jacksonville believers 
to St. Augustine for a �Persian picnic',and there, with Zeenat, 
his wife, and P§rvene, his daughter, seated under shade of 
some trees on the banks of the ocean, he piled our plates with 
real Oriental pilau which he, himself, cooked - a real love teast. 

He came back to Ja cksonville on August 14th and at 5:15 A M 
August 15th we (mother and I )  drove him to Augusta, Ga.,where 
he. remained until his passing. It was,indeed, a great privilege 
to have known such a staunch Baha'i. 
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Dr. Zia Bagdadi1s grandfather, Shtykh .i•:uhammad -i-Shibl, 
a disciple of El Bab, was murdered. -rre was placed upon�orse 
back, forced to ride in front of his escort and, upon reaching 
the desert,was shot. The family never knew where the body fell. 

His father and mother were both qorn in Baghdad. His 
father, Muhamm@.d MustafA, was a merchant of Baghd8d; was a 
disciple of Eaha1u1llah and at one time the trusted custodian 
of the sacred remains of El Bab. 

Zia was born in Beirut, where he attended the American 
University. The memory of Beirut was particul§,rly dear to him 

13 

t ecause it was there that the body of that great martyr, El Bab, 
was kept in their home for some time before it w as delivered 
to Abdu11 Baha in Akka by an escort of Baha'is,including his 
father and himself. Dr. Zia told me that he remembered a large, 
long box in his home which, as a child, he was never permitted 
to touch, and not until long years afterward did he learn thit 
it held the Sacred Remains of El Bab and His martyred companion, 
rather than Sacred books. 

Twenty-three friends greeted�- Dr. Guy October lst,upon his· 
return from their summer vacation. His subject -"Do you think 
it is a small thing to be a Baha'i?" is a good question for 
everyone to ponder. 

Within the Baha'i Sacred writings there is a statement that 
those li ving in the early days of the appearance of a Divinely 
appointed Manifestation of God and who find and accept Him are 
truly blessed because in those early days His love can the more 
easily flow to us. There is also anothe,r statement - a very 
powerful one. 

"Love me, that I may love thee. If thou lovest Me not, My 
love can in no wise reach thee. Know this, 0 Servant." 

We who in these early days have found and accepted Baha1u'llah 
have been accorded a great bounty. The value of our reward 
is entirely up to each one of us. 

We were again guests of st. Augustine for the November 
12th Feast, and again enjoyed a real Baha'i fellowship at the 
Florida Normal and Industrial Institute. 

Out-of-town guests during 1936: �1 E. Coffin, M.D., 
P.ittsburg, Pa. Jan.2; .lfinifred Richards, Brooklyn,N.Y. March S.l\nd 
on Nov .20th Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Edsa ll (Leonora}.from Montclair,N.J. 
He was in very ill health and she feared he would experience one of 
his usual sleepless nights. How happ� they both were th$-next 
morning; he had slept soundly all night, awoke refreshed, was 
happy and jolly and better health followed for some time there
after, a gift and a blessing which,she wrote, she felt sure had 
come from Baha'u'llah during that Baha'i meeting of November 20th, 
1936. 
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1937 

A busy year. A del ightful house warming by the Jacksonville 
Baha'is was held on January 15th at the home of Herbert E.Bacon, 
son of Mr. Walter L. B acon,in South Jacksonville. Twenty persons 
were present . First there was a get-acquainted social time, 
f ollowed by refreshments furnished by the well-wishers. Then, 
after inspiring Baha'i talks by Dr. W. B. Guy of St. Augustine, 
and Miss Jean Anthony, from New York City, came the good-nights 
and good wishes for the occupants of the new home, with Mr. 
Walter Bacon's parting advice - to "Act right, do right, live 
right and stay right, then all will be right." 

Mr. Arthur s. Agnew, Chicago, paid Ja�ksonville another 
visit in February, when a special meeting and social hour was 
held at the home o f  M i s s  Margaret Haas, at which �ime he t old 
of his visit to Acca and Haifa, and the never-to-�e-forgotten 
impressions made by those sacred surroundings. 

Naw-Ruz Feast at 707 Post - a happy event with many outs ide 
guests . 

Although our 19-Day Feast of April 9th was held at 707 Post, 
we were the guests of Miss Winifred Richards, a visiting Baha'i 
friend. 

April 17th 707 Post was favored with a visit with Miss 
H. Enogene Hoagg and Miss Josephine Kruka, two fine Baha'is and 
teachers of Esperanto, who stopped while passing through 
Jacksonville to keep appointments elseWhere. As they had g iven 
no advance notice, i t  was impossible to hold meeting for them. 

On April 2lat the following were elected Assembly members: 
Mrs. M .  L. Vernon, chairman; Miss Margaret A. Haa s , V ice- Cha irman 
(a new believer, enrolled Jan. 21,1937). Mrs . Lida s.Marryott, 
Treasurer. Kathryn L. Vernon, Secretary. Mrs. Charles Davies, 
Music. Mabel B. Sawyer, Publicity. Gertrude Davies, F�;asts . 
w. L. Bacon , Book Custodian. Mrs. Carol Falin. 

Kathryn was elected delegate to Wilmette Conv ention,thereby 
having privilege of attending 1n person or mailing ballot. 
Working people cannot always leave when they would like ,nor do 
pocketbooks always say "go". but "Uncle Sam" carried the vote. 

On March 27th C§blegram was received by NSA, signed by 
Zialyyih, Mother of the Guardian, announcing his marriage to 
Ruhiyyih Khanum,Miss Mary Maxwell,.d*ughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sutherland Maxwell, Montreal, Canada. 

Secretary was requested to write a le tter to be sent to the 
�uardian, expressing the love and well-wishes of the Assembly, 
so to H im went the following message: -
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Ja cks onv il le, Florida, U . S.A . 

To  H i s  H onor Shoghi Effend i .  

Our Bel oved Guard ian : -

A s  we partak e of this  19-Day Fea st, our 
heart s turn w ith loving wi she s t o  you and your 
honored br ide . May the bles sL�g s of Beha'u 1 l lah 
re s t  upon you both and g i ve you strength and c ourage 
t o  " Carry On ." 

Members - Sp ir itual Aasembly of the Baha' i s  
of Ja cksonvill e ,  Flor ida. 

Wal ter L ewi s Bac on 

Mrs . Charl e s Da v ie s  

Margaret A .  Haa s 

Mabel B. Sawyer 

Gertrude Dav i e s  

Mrs .  Carol Fal in 

Mrs. L ida s. Marryott 

Mr s. Mar ion L .  V ernon 

Kathryn L .  Vernon 

V i s iting M ember of the N ew York C ity c ommun ity 

Win ifred R ichard s 

V i s it ing Baha ' i  from Port smouth , N. H .  

Fl orence E .  Ste edley 

Apr i l  28 , 1937 



TO Jacksonville came t he following: 

To the Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Jacksonville, Florida. 

Oear Baha'i Friends: 
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May 23rd 1937 

I am instructed by our beloved Guardian to acknowledge 
with thanks the receipt of your �esaage of the 28th of April, 
written on the occasion of the celebration of the Nineteen Day 
Feast in J�cksonville, and to reciprocate the greetings and 
good wishes you have so kindly conveyed.to him on that 
occasion, all of which he v ery deeply values and appreciates 
ilndeed. 

He wishes me to take this opportunity for conveying to you 
and through you to the friends in your Centre, the expression of 
his profound and loving appreciation of the efforts you are 
strenuously exerting for the promotion of the Faith in Florida. 
He is praying from the very depth of his heart for the confirma
tion of your fondest hopes and highest aspirations in the 
Service of our beloved Cause. 

With loving Ee.ha 1 i greetings, 

Yours ever sincerely -

H. Rabbani. 

Uay the Beloved bless you and keep you, 
brighten your hopes, cheer your hearts, 
and aid you to attain your noblest goal 
in the service of His Faith. 

Shoghi 

In November Miss Winifred Richards transferred from the 
:Iew York City Baha 1 i Community to reside permanently in 
Jacksonville,bringing our membership again up to thirteen. 
To our happy surprise she located in an apartment at 628 Post 
Street, almost across from 707, so it was very easy to join 
forces for all activities. 

Weekly meetings and study classes were held at 707 Post 
until Dec.l7,1937,when they were transferred to Winifred's 
where held until April,l938, account of illness of my Mother. 

As Winifred had started to study Esperanto, a free 
Esperanto study class was advertised in November,with Winifred 

as teacher. F:h' at class was held at 707 Post, thereafter at 
528 Post. To first class ten outsiders appeared but almost 
�ediately dropped out. 

OUr Nov.l2th Feast was again a very special one ,celebrat
��g the Anniversary of the birth of Baha'u'llah, in st. 



Augustine as guests of that Assembly. 

Besides Dr. and Mrs. Guy our out-of-city guest speakers 
included: W. T. Bidwell, Augusta, Ga. Jan.21. 
M.iss Jean Anth ony, New Yor:t City, Jan.28. Dr. A.Lo 
rt.orris, Chicago,Ill, June 24th. Dr. Morris also wen t to 
Fernandina B each, to visit our staun ch Baha'i friend, Mrs. 
Anne Nagel, where 2 publ i c meetings were held in her home. 
Mrs. Olga Breymann, B urlington, Vt., Dec. 2nd, who spoke on 
"Haifa" - the Holy Land." 

On Dec.30th Mr. a nd Mrs. Calhoun (Ward M. �nd Sylvia) 
entertained and i nstructed at 628 Post while showing movie 
pictures of Baha'i groups and picnics. 

Other Baha'i visitors - Mrs. Florence Steedley, 
Portsmouth, Jlew Hampshire: Mrs. Bessie Wigfal l, Orlando. 
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Edward H. Young, Bristol, Fla. Mrs. M�rrtle Parker, Bristol. 
and Mr. and Mrs. Cayman ( Claude and Gladys) who never missed 
j oining with us if in our city. (Miami believers) 

During this year our Baha'i meetings and activities were 
called to the attention of t he Jackson ville public by over three 
hundred inches of co lumn newspaper notices and write-ups, which 
should prove that we were not trying to keep our Pearl of Great 
Price hidden under an yth ing. Outsiders s eldom came from 
newspaper notices. 

April 11th of this, the year 1937, Arnerican Baha'is celebrated 
the 25th anniversary of Abdu11 Eaha1s arrival in ��erica. On 
that date in 1912 an oc�an steamer brought him to the New York 
harbor and here, in America, he remained until December 5th, 
carrying the Baha'i messnge from coast to coast . The writer 
was li ving in New York state at that time. Why did I have to 
wait twenty long years before hearing of the Baha'i message in 
the city of Jackso nvil le, in the state of Flor ida? 

In strange ways doe s G od work, but more blessed to have longer 
waited than to have heard and denied . 
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Dr. Guy was our first speaker; startin0 off the new year 
in the right way. 

Our January 13th meeting was held at Winifred Richards', 
Mrs. Guy our speaker, subject - "The New Day." There, also, 
our Naw-ftuz Feast held; there,too, we celebrated the 
Anniversary of the birth of Eaha1u1llah. 

A pleasant surprise in January: the information that Mr. 
Charles Reimer, Milwaukee, Wise., a fine Baha'i, would be in 

Jacksonville and ava ilable for a lecture, If desired. 
If desired! Whenever any outsiders did co�e, they were always 
considered by us as a special gift from Baha ' u ' llah , and so we 
hustled, phoned all our friends, placed newspaper notices in 
three papers announcing to the public that there would be a 
Baha'i lecture in Pa rlow B of the Roosevelt Hotel, 3 P.M. 
Sunday, January 23, Mr. Reimer, the speaker, to tell them of 
"The Cause and Cure for Present Day Ills . " Jacksonville 
must have been a very healthy city at that time,at least very, 
very few seemed interested in making it better. 
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Upon arri val of Mrs. Mamie L. Seto, San Francisco, Calif., 
Feb. 23rd, a special meeting for t he believers was held at home 
of Miss Margaret Haas. At that meeting Mrs. Seto spoke to us of 
the importance of the 7-Year Plan, having as 1 ts goal the• com
pletion of the Wilmette Baha'i Temple in that period of time 
and, of course, reminding us of the great privilege that was ours 
to contribute our "mite". As Baha'i Temples are bui lt only with 
Baha' 1 doll&rs, so each 'remple erected stands as a terstimonial 
of our love for God and our faith in Baha1u'llah. 

April 21st election resulted in the followirig: Winifred 
Richards, Chairman: Marion L. Vernon, Vice- Chairman: 
Mrs. Lida S.Marryott, Tress. Kathryn L. Vernon, Secretary. 
In January we sent in the name of a new member - Mrs. Louise 
B. Fender, which brought our community up to 14. 

Winifred was delighted to attend the Wilmette Convention as 
Jacksonville's delegate. When Ridvan Feast was held at her home 
inMay she gave an interesting account,but it also included re
port of cablegram received from Shoghi Effendi with sad news of 
passing of the Holy Mother, Munirih Khanum, wife of Abdu'l Baha. 
Instead of our Ridvan Feast observance, memorial services were 
held. 

As the Assembly felt it would be convenient to own a 
rubber stamp showing address, I took the order to J.H. �allett, 
111 W. Ashley Street. Going back to receive and pay for stamp, 
what was my surprise when told it was given "gratis" - 8 
friendly gesture to a re�igious organization. 

Jake's �ewstand, the larges t 1n Jacksonville, gave us per
mission to place copies of •world Order" magazines upon his 
shelves,which we did during May, June, July and August. During 
that time only one copy was sold, in July. During September 
9nd Octoberthey were also place in the St.James building 
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news tand bu t n on e  were s o l d .  

F ir s t  me e t ing o f  t h e  w in t e r · s e a s on , N ov . 5 th ,  wa s h e l d  8 t  
h ome o f  Mr . Wal t e r  L .  Ba c on ,  S o . Ja. c k s onv i ll e , other me e t in g s  
a t  7 07 Po s t  Str e e t .  The 19-DAY F e a s t s , a s  well as var i ou s  
publ i c  Fea s t s  dur ing thi s y e ar were g iv en b y  - Mr s . Lou i s e  B .  
Fender , Mi s s  Margaret Haa s ,  M i s s  W in ifr ed R i chard s , 
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Mi s s  Mab e l  B .  Sawyer , Mr s .  Mar i on L .  Vern on , Ka thryn Vern on . 

E ight n on-Baha 1 1 s 8 t t ended our De c . l l me e t ing when Mr s . 
Guy explained the qu e s t i on - "\Vha t i s  a B aha ' i . "  

\ 
Gu e s t s  dur ing the year - Mr . R o bt . L .  Gul i c k ,  Paradi s e , 

Cal i f .  Feb . l 4 .  Mr . Char l e s  Graham , f r om . S ou th Carol ina , 
br other o f  M r s .  Guy , Jan . 26 . Our two s in c ere Bnha 1 1 s f r om 
M iami ,  Claude an d  Gl ady s Layman on Nov . 4th , an d on N ov emb er 
21 s t  Mr . 0nd Mr s .  Thur s t on H. V�ughn and Mr . Phil ip A .  
Maran g e l l a , from New York C ity . · 

F or some t ime I had w i shed for a grea t b ig s ign wh ich woul d 
a.dvel!·t i s e tha t there were su ch th ing s a s  Baha ' i me e t in g s  b e ing 
held in Jack s onv i l l e . Many Churche s were u s in g  b illboa rds 
furn i shed to t h em by Fun e ral Dir e c t or s .  Should I a sk them t o  
g i v e  on e t o  me ? The idea d i d  n o t  appeal . Our Baha ' i  me s s ag e  i s  
a me s s age of pur e  l ight . S h ou l d  we , wh i l e  adv e rt i s ing our me e t
ing s  expr e s s ive of G od ' s  l ight and l o ve ,  always r emind the 
p e ople tha t a g rave awa i t s  them where we mus t  rema in , a s  so many 
bel ieve , unt il the l a s t  trump i s  s ounded? N o .  I w ould hav e t o  
g o  on w ishfull y w i sh in g  f or a wh i l e  l ong er. 

De c emb er 25th c ame , - Chr i s tma s Day , and t o  my surpr i s e  my 
Chr i s tma s g if t  fr om my prec i ou s  Baha ' i  Mother - mon ey en ough t o  
purcha s e  an el e c tr i c  "Baha ' i  C enter " s ign - mon ey she had 
saved through s e l f  den ial s .  It wa s inde e d  a mo s t  ha ppy day ; 
a happy an d a thankful t ime b e c au s e M o ther s e emed s o  w e l l  on 
tha t day .  Fr iends c ame t o  c a l l  upon he r ;  she wa s her b r ight 
and cherry s e l f  and her eyes s hown and sparkl ed w i th the l ight 
I had al way s  l oved - that inn e r  l ight , a g i f t  fr om G od whi c h  
sh ine s thr ough when hear t s  a r e  f illed w i th l o ve for H im and 
f or human i ty . 

V e ry early , 3 : 15 A . M . , De c emb e r  30th , M other l e f t  m e  t o  
me e t  h e r  Be l ov e d , Baha ' u ' l lah . 
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The foll ow ing year the s ign w a s  pur cha s e d  an d  p l a c ed in 
a w indow - a symbol o f  tha t rad ian t s p ir i tual l ight and g l ory 
whi ch my M o th e r  had b e en pr iv i l eg e d  to f in d .  

·Nho c an t e l l  - p o s s ibly if w e  s tr iv e  har d  en ough w e  
may b e  abl e t o  p lan t s e ed s  wh i c h  w il l  pr odu c e  w ondr ou s fru i t s  
af t e r  w e  pa s s  on . At l e a s t  we c an t ry and a s  our e ffor t s , 
though f e ebl e ,  ar e  d i s c e rn ed by Baha ' u ' llah , H e w i l l  l ov e  u s  
the mor e and draw u s  c l os er t o  H im ,  an d  we s ha l l  be a s s i s t ed ,  
a s  H e  ha s p r omi s ed ,  by a c ompany o f  H i s  c ho s en ange l s .  

We should n e v e r  f org e t :  a s  our l ov e  and fa i th ,  s o  
s ha l l  our p ower and ble s s ing s b e .  Our future s ta t i on de p end s 
ent i r e l y  upon our own e f f or t s .  S o  i t  i s  r e c orded w i th in the 
Baha ' i  Sa c re d  Wr i t ing s .  
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It wa s a cl ear , c ool day , tha t  f ir s t  Sunday o f  the y ear 
1939 . Th e g en tl e  aft ernoon breeae s ca t t e r ed mor e l eave s  
over the fr e shly swe p t  wa l ks , a r eminder that a l l  th ing s have 
8 l i fe cycl e  - e ven a human b e ing . 

Ins ide the house a t  
Baha ' i  mee t ing was be ing 
Vernon . In our s orr ow ,  
expr e s s ing our de s ir e  t o  
the memory of Mothe r but 
Be l oved , Baha ' u 1 llah . 

7 07 P o s t S tr e e t  an unu sual kind of a 
held; in memory o f  Mr s .  Mar i on Lucy 
w e  c a l l ed upon Dr . Guy t o  off i c iate , 
dedi c a te that s a c r e d  t ime n o t  only t o  
e s p ec ia lly t o  the memory o f  h e r  
And so i t  wa s .  

Dr . Guy told h ow the Baha ' i  Fa ith i s  n ot - a n e w  Fa i th ,  but 
a ren ewal or t he anc ient Fai th of God , Wh o s e  Me s s en g er s appear 
fr om ag e to ag e  t o  ca ll human ity back to G od ;  how tho s e  
Me s s enger s w il l ingly suffer per s e cut i on s t o  prov e G od 1s l ov e  
f or H is ch ildr en ; h ow we , in turn , mu s t  prove our l ove for 
G od 8nd how ,  for a Baha ' i , d e a th i s  bu t a g o ing away to a 
ful ler , b e t t er l if e . 

Later a " p illar" o f  a fa sh ionab le Chur ch sa id , " I w i sh 
the Churche s w ou ld hold s e rv i c e s  l ike tha t - i t  wa s s o 
b e aut if�l . " Many #  indee d , w e r e  the b e au t ifu l  Baha ' i truths 
pre s en ted during that s ervice .  

After tha t day the home wa s aga in thrown: � open for Baha ' i  
u se s ,  a s oppor tun i t ie s pre sen te d . 

Robert  L .  Gul ick,  from Paradis e ,  Cal if , a s taunch Baha ' i  
of many year s ,  wa s our gue s t  at the 8 P . M .  me e t ing , Fe b. 5th;  
Ka thryn t he sp e aker . 10 non- Baha ' i s pr e s en t , 5 Baha ' i s .  

S t .  Augus t ine had the grea t di s t in c t i on of ha ving s ev e r a l  
member s  o f  the N egro rac e  and we who prev iously had b e en 
priv ileged t o  a t tend the ir mee ting s  knew wha t a truly s p ir it
ual Fea s t  the y  had to offer , s o  when the Ja c k s on vi l l e  be l iev e r s  
an d  the ir fr iends r e ce ived St . Au�us t ine 1 s  v ery c ordial inv i ta
t ion to j oin them in the ir Naw-ruz Feas t ,  we  planned N aw-Ruz 
for 7 07 Po s t  S tree t a t a non-c onfl i c t ing h our , and ha p p ily 
a c c epted the i r  inv i ta t i on .  

2 1  
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Our Apr i l  2 1 s t  e l e c t i on show e d  t h e  foll owing memb e r s : 
�r . M .  Q .  Arn old ; Mr s .  M .  Q .  Arnold ( E e s s i e  N a g e l  Arn old ) ;  
�a l t e r  L .  ba c on ; Xr s .  Da v i e s ;  G e r trude Da v ie s ; 

2 2  . .  � 

:.ir s .  Fal in ;  !::r s .  F en d e r ; ]{. i s s  Marga r e t  Ba a s ; V i�e - Cha i rman ; 
:.ir s .  i'tiar ryo t t , Tr e a sur er ; i!.r s .  R o z ea r ; N in lf r e d  R i c ha rds , 
Cha irman ; ;q� b e l  Sawy e r , Pllbl i c i ty ;  Ka thryn V e rnon , S e c r e t a ry . 

Aga in we numbered TH IRTEEN . 

Le t t er fr om Mr . B a c on expr e s s e d  h i s  a p pr e c ia t i on of h i s  
a p p o i n tmen t a s a member o f  the Loc a l  Sp ir i t,.lal As s embly f or tha t 
Baha ' i  ye ar ,  w i th the hope tha t i t  w ou l d  b e  p o s s ib l e  f or h im t o  
b e  o f  s ome s e r v i c e  to the A s s emb ly ,  add ing � "My m ind i s  
con t inua l l y  w ith you . "  'lh i s  w e  d id n ot doubt f or n o  mor e  s in c er e  
a Baha ' i  ever l ived than tha t f in e  e l derly g en t le man- Mr . Wal t er 
L .  Ba c on ,  wh o t ol d  me how in the early day s  o f  t he in tr oduc t i on 
of the Fa i th in N ew York C ity a t  t im e s  he e ven w en t  hungry in 
order t o  b e  a bl e  t o  pur cha s e  a Baha ' i  b o ok ,  an d  he n e v e r  c ould 
und e r s tand why Jack s onv i l l e p e o p l e  were n o t  w il l ing to r ead and 
inv e s t iga t e , e sp e c ia l l y  w i th fr e e  b o ok s a t hand . 

In h i s  h ome in S ou th Ja c k s onv i l l e  a n ic e  publ i c  me e t i ng 
w a s  h e l d  dur ing th i s  year , s ome c oming from S t . Augu s t i n e  t o  
a ttend. 

W in ifr ed R i chard wa s our de l ega t e  t o  the W i �e t t e  e on ve n
t i on . Up on her r e turn she , a s  Cha i rman , cal l e d  a me e t ing of the 
B oard memb e r s  and g ave a sh ort talk on s ome of the Baha ' i  
du t i e s ,  a s  expla ine d  in W ilme t t e ; then sha r e d  w i th u s  her 
C onv en t i on exp e r i en c e s  wh i l e  we en j oyed her f�� i t  pun ch and c a k e s . 

We par t i cularly w i sh t o  men t i on how O r c e l la Rexfo rd a g a in 
re turn ed t o  Ja c k s onvil l e  in Apr i l  and ,  a f ter a a e r ie s  of he al th 
cla s s e s  in f o od s c i en c e  a t  the Oak S t r e e t  Fr iday Mus i c a l C lub , 
gav e an o ther of her f in e  Baha ' i  fr e e  l e c ture s a t  8 P . M .  Apr i l  2 3  
in th e bal l  r o om o f  t he Seminol e H o t e l . At tha t  l e c ture she 
brough t ou t how r e l i g i on is p r ogr e s s i ve an d ,  u s in g  b la ckboard , 
showed how t he t ime prophe c ie s  g iv en t o  Dan ie l  in a vi s i on fore
t ol d  our c al endar year 1844 when El Bab, the for erunn e r , a s  d id 

� John the Bap t i s t ,  p r oc l a imed the a pp earan c e  o f  the Prom i s ed On e 
.. .J_ , :;  L"'l the ye ar s  1$53 an d  1963 , a s  l ikewi s e  p r o c l a imed in B ib l e  

pr ophe c ie s .  Beaut i ful s l ide s o f  Baha ' i  in t e re s t s w e r e  a l s o  shown . 

2 00 Baha ' i  pamphl e t s  w e r e  d i s t r ibut e d ;  al s o  l i s t s  o f  Baha ' i  
books in t he thr e e  p ub l i c  l i brar ie s .  Announ c emen t s  were made o f  
t h e  Wedn e sday af te rn o on f ir e s ide in qu i ry c la s s e s  a t  W in i f r e d  
R ichards ' , 628 P o s t  Str e e t ,  an d  t he Thursday n igh t f ir e s ide s 
t og e ther w i th the w e e�ly Sunday me e t in g s  a t  7 07 P o s t .  Tw o  more 
fre e  l e c ture s  in the Hot e l  were a l s o  ann ounc ed b y  Or c e l la and 
no l e c tur e r  c ould have r e c e iv ed a f in e r  c r eden t ia l  than she 
gav e  f or Dr . Guy ,  the f ol l ow ing w e ek ' s  s peaker . 

Dur ing Or cel la 1 s  h ea l th l e c ture s cards were p a s s ed around 
wh i ch a l l  s igned , 216 n on - · - Baha ' i s a t tend ing . Ou t  of thi s 216 
only a bou t  50 a t t ended her Baha ' i  l e c tur e , t og e ther w i th a 
p o s s i bl e  addi t i onal 25 wh o had n o t  heard her p r e v i ou s l y .  I t  
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m ight g e  in tere s t in g  to fu ture g en e ra t i on s  of Baha ' i s to 
n o t e  tha t out o f  th i s  241 t o ta l ,  l e s s  t han a doz en a t tended 
the f ol l ow ing Baha ' i  � o t e l  l e c tur e s ,  p r o v in g  b ey ond a dou b t 
tha t many s p ir i tually DEAD p e o p l e  were walk ing t he Ja c k s on -
v i l l e  s tr e e t s . Twen ty- f i ve a t t ended Dr . Guy 1 s  H ot e l  l e c tu r e  

2 3  

on Apr i l  3 0 th , c omp o s ed o f  7 Bah a ' i s ,  on e lady and two nen f r om 
Orc e lla ' s  l e c ture , the r ema inder s tr an g e r s .  On May 7 th the 
th ird Baha ' i  l e c t�r e wa s held a t the H o t e l , when Mr s .  Guy gav e a 
b eau t i ful talk on " 'Ihe P a th t o  G od , "  a f t er whi c h  s everal 
qu e s t i on s  w e r e  a sk e d  by non - Baha ' i s .  Then Mr s . Guy int r odu c ed 
Mr . E .  H .  Young , a Baha ' i  gu e s t  fr om Br i s t o l , F l -or ida , who g3ve 
a sh o r t  h i s t ory o f  the Fa i th .  Pre s en t  a t  th i s  Hot e l  l e c tur e 
s e ve n  Baha ' i s ,  f iv e  n on s .  

Mr . Young a t t ended the May l O th Wedn e s day a f t ernoon c la s s  
a t  628 P os t ,  and the Thur s day even ing and Sunday me e t ing s a t  
7 07 P os t .  Although w e  alway s awa i t e d  the c om in g  o f  s ome in
qu irer on the s e  da te s ,  they arr iv ed bu t s el d om .  

We o b s e rv ed a l l  19 -Day Fea s t s  and 
publ i c  F ea s t s  r e a l  fe s t i ve o c c a s ion s .  
o f  t he 1 9 -Day Fea s t  held a t  W in ifred ' s  
F ender . ( Ma y  17 th ) . 

we tr ied t o  make our 
The s p ir i tual program 
wa s c on du c t e d  b y  Mr s .  

Our May 2 1 s t mee t ing , ded i c a te d  t o  c ommemora t ing the 
dec l a r a t i on of El Bab ,  wa s an in t er e s t ing on e a s  s o  many t o ok 
par t . Mr s .  F ender r e ad s ome th i ng s he ha d wr i t t en on the 
sub j e c t ;  Mab e l  Sawyer read s om e th ing out of a � � ok ; W in i fred 
P� cha r d s  s p oke ; Ka thryn u s ed bl a c kb o ard t o  s h ow gene a l ogy of 
the Bab , and layer c ake wa s furn i shed by M i s s Haa s wh i ch wa s 
en j oy e d  by al l ,  in c luding our two gu e s t s .  

A 1 9 - Day F9a s t  o f  par t i cular n o t e wa s held a t  home o f  M i s s  
Haa s , 1008 Barr s Stree t ,  on AUgus t  2 0 th , when e a c h  one a t t end ing 
wa s pr e s en t ed w i th a 6 - pag e  pamphl e t  made by M i s s  Haa s ;  e a ch 
Page c overed w i th B aha ' i  s el e c t i on s , the c ov e r  de c or a t e d  w i th 
Baha ' i  p i c ture s  -an undertaking which had t aken much t ime . 

Dur ing t h i s  pe r iod Mr s .  Co o pe r , A Baha ' i  fr om Fr e emon t ,  Oh i o , 
c a l l e d  a t  the Baha ' i  C en t er , a s k ing tha t s ome on e c a l l  upon 
M r . B .  F .  C oo p e r  in G r e en C ov e  Spr ing s ,  s ta t ing tha t they w ou l d  
form a s tu dy c la s s  there . C on s e quen t l y  in a c c ordan c e  w i th th i s  
r e que s t ,  Mr s .  Marry o t t , a swe e t  Ja c k s on v il l e  Baha ' i , and the 
wr i t e r  on e day s e t  out for Gre en C ov e  Spr ing s ,  Sev e ra l  m il e s  
away . The r e  we f ound a c ordial w el c ome from a mo s t  k indly 
g en t l eman .  We le ft s ev e ral Baha ' i . Pamphl e t s ,  al s o  a N ew Era 
wh i ch s e emed to del ight h im ,  and dur ing our hour ' s  v i s i t  m o s t  o f  
the t a lk wa s  on Baha ' i  sub j e c t s ;  h e  w i s hing t o  l e arn more o f  the 
Fa i th a s  h i s  s on ,  daugh t e r- in-law an d  the i r  two s on s  in Fre em on t ,  
Ohi o ,  were B aha ' is .  

'Ihe s e c ond v is i t  w ith Mr • .  CO oper wa s on May 2 8 th whe n ,  
�f t e r  d inn e r  in st .  Augus t ine ,  Mr s .  GUy and t h e  wr i te r  s jar t e d  
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b a c k  to Ja cks on � i ll e v ia Gr e en C ov e  Spr in g s , wh en he had the 
o p p or tun i ty o f  c onv e r 3 1ng w i th M r $ . Guy ; we ar r i v ing in 
J a c k s onv i l l e  in t ime for e ven ing mee t ing . Th e s tudy c la s s  

n ev e r  ma t e r ia l i z e d ,  a c c oun t o f  i l l  heal th . Wh a t  a hap py though t ;  
that f or t ho s e  who w i sh t o  f ind the t ru th the way i s  always 
open , no ma t t e r  wh ere they may b e . 

Mrs . Guy aga in inv i t e d  Ja cks onv i l l e  and fr iends t o  sh ar e 
w i th them a F ea s t  on Sunday, Jun e 4 t h ,  her farewe l l  par ty b e fore 
l eav ing f or the N or th . F if t e en happily a c c ep t ed the invita t i on . 
·rhe St . Augu s t in e  memb e r s  pre s en t  w e r e  Mr s .  Shaw , Mr . Calhoun , 
?fir . and Mrs . Rob in s on ,  Mr . Lar s en ,  C .  Ma e Th i t chene r ,  her 
br other Claren c e  Thi t chener , Dr . and Mr s .  Guy - a grand t ot a l  
o f  twenty four . Aft er a del i c ious ma t e r ial f ea s t ,  s e r ved a t  
1 P . M . , Mr . Walt er L .  Ea c on t o ok p i cture s o f  the group . 1hen th e 
Eaha ' i  s p i r i tual m ee t ing w a s  held , a memorable me e t ing in many 
way s ,  e ve ry on e  tak ing part .  We arrived b a c k  in Ja c k s onv i ll e 
6 : 20 ,  turn ed on the l ight s , du s t ed of f the cha ir s and hop efully 
wa i t e d  but no one c ame . 

Ou t s ide o f  a very short p e r iod dur ing the hot · summe r s , 
wh i l e  Dr . and Mr s .  Guy were vac a t ion ing in the ir N ew Hamp shire 
summe r  c amp ,  an d  s ev eral o f  t he l oc a l  memb e r s were l ikew i s e  
vac a t ion ing r ounda bout , Ja c k s on vi l l e  h e l d  we ekly publ i c  me e t 
ing s , p e rhap s i t  w ould b e  b e t t er t o  s ay tha t we ekl y publ i c  
me e t ing s were always adv e r t i s e d  in newspaper s ,  many t ime s in 
clud ing s e l e c t i on s  from the Sac r e d  W� i t ing s ; 8dv e� t i s ed s e v eral 
t im e s  by rad i o ,  hundre d s  of t ime s by p o s tal c ard s ; ye t while the 
few s trang e r s  or a c qu a in t an c e s  who d i d  c ome l iked u s  per s ona l ly , 
although Baha ' is ,  y e t  the ir l ov e  for God Almighty wa s n o t  
s tron g  enough t o  mak e them w il l ing t o  open the ir h e ar t s  and a sk 
H im t o  gu ide them t o  the truth . Ofily on c e  in a very g r ea t  · 
wh il e d id a s tranger c ome fro m s e e ing n ewspaper ad , bu t  the me e t-
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ing s were carr led on . Tha t or . or Mr s • Guy c on t inued to make the , · 
almos t we ekly t r i p s  from S t . Augu s t in e  t o  u s , the ir s p i r i tual 
ch ildren , thr oughou t  the year s ,  pr oved t he i r great l ov e  for 
Baha ' u '  llah .  

Fal l  mee t ing s w e r e  s ta r t e d  Oc t ob e r  l s t , an d happy wa s 
Ja c ks onv i l l e  t o  aga in we l c ome Dr . Guy - re turned from h i s  
nor thern vac a t i on .  N ine Baha ' i s and n ine n on- Baha 1 i s gree t
e d  h im. I, f or on e ,  a lway s sa t spellbound as he t a lked , 
l i s t en ing t o  the glor i ou s  Baha ' i  truth s a s  they r o l l e d  f or t h ,  
ea s ily , l ov ingly , s o  you never c ou l d  dou b t  h i s  l ov e  f or 

Baha ' u ' l l ah .  Never any outl in e s , . the thought s p oured ou t in 
orderl) su cc e ss i on .  Fr e quently I t o ok shor t ha nd n o t e s ,  h op ing 
thu s to impr e s s  some o f  the t ruth s more f i rmly up�n my min d .  
Look ing ba c k , I f ind I have f i ve pag e s  o f  s ingle spac e typed 
not e s  fr om thi s  eve n ing ' s  l e c ture . H ow o f t en I w i shed tha t I had 
such a w onder ful mind and memory , bu t  al l I c ou l d  do wa s to pray 
and hope f or impr o vemen t .  I r ememb e r  tha t alway s b e f ore a 
me e t ing he w oul d s it qu ie t ly in a cha ir f or a few moment a ,  eye s 
c l o s e d .  I t  wa s t o o  sa cred a t ime for one t o  in trude . Sure ly he 
wa s a sk ing for h el p , tha t h is me s sag e  would s ow s e ed s  worthy o f  
the s e  la t t er day s of God. 
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At t h e  f oll owing ( Sunday ) me e t ing Mr s .  Guy wa s cur gue s t  
speake r . At thi s  me e t ing , al s o ,  wa s M i s s  R ina i  G ordon , a E aha ' i 
fron Mon tr e a l , Can ada . R in a i pla y e d  s ome b eaut iful , appr opr ia t e  
s e l e c t ion s ,  f ol l owed b y  ari open ing prayer rea d  by M i s s  H aa s , 
s e l e c t i on s fr om Baha ' i  S c r i p tur e s  and the G l ean ing s , then a l ovely 
talk by Mr s .  Guy w i t h  St . Luke 18 : 8  a s  her th eme : "Xev e r the l e s s  
when the Son o f  man c ome th , sha l l  he f ind f a i th on t h e  e a r th ? "  
Then me e t ing w a s  opene d  f or que s t i on s  and many were t ho s e  a sked 
by the t e n"N on s " pre s en t .  Mos t o f  them had a t t e nded many me e t
ing s b e f or e , and a s  they d id n ot l e a ve unt il 1 0 : 30 i t  proved 
aga i n  tha t they at l ea s t  l iked u s , even though w e  were Baha ' is .  

When ou t s id e  s p eaker s were n o t  a va ilabl e ,  W in i fr e d  and 
Ka thryn took turns .  We mu ch pr e fe r r e d  t o  s it and l i s ten tut 
Doc t o r ' n e ver p e rmi t t e d  us t o  f or g e t  that the mor e  l ov ing e f f or t s  
w e  put f or th ,  the g r e a t e r  the f l ow o f  l ov e  fr om Bah a ' u ' l l ah t o  
us . 

Our Nov . 1 2 th Fea s t , h eld a t 7 07 P o s t Stre e t , re volv ed 
ar ound the d iv in e  s ta t i on of Baha ' u ' llah and man y of His s ta t e 
men t s  and B ib l e  pr ophe c i e s  ful f i l l e d  b y  H i s  c oming . Refre shmen t s  
in c luded cake s de c ora t e d  w ith r e d  r o s e s ,  pla c e  cards sh owed 
red r o s e s , H i s fav or it e  flowe r , and ev e ryon e  wen t home , but n o t  
un t il 1 1  P . M . , w i th a b eaut iful r ed r o s e - a s  a r eminder of H im. 

One o f  our gue s t s ,  a lady fr om P i t t s burg , Pa . , made u s  happy 
when she sa id , " Th i s  i s  the f ir s t  t ime I hav e  he ar d  the B aha ' i  
me s sa g e , the me e t ing h a s  b e en a rev e la t i on t o  me and when I 
r e a ch home I wi l l  not f orge t ,  I am g o ing t o s ea r c h  t o  f ind the 
truth . " We n e v e r  h ea rd m or e ; we t ru s t  thos e were n ot idl e 
words b e c au s e  a gr e a t j oy awa i t s  all tho s e  who do sear c h  and f ind . 

O ther v i s'i t ing Baha ' is dur ing the year inc luded Dr . Gayn e 
v .  Greg ory , San Fran c is c o ,  C al if ;  H e l e n s .  Ander s on ( Joy B .  
Elgar )  N ew York C ity ; Mr . Wal t e r  Goodfe l l ow ,  N ewark , N . J ;  
E .  H .  Young , Br i s t ol ,  Fla ; Mr s .  Iva Smack, Mu skegon , M i ch .  

our h ea r t s were sa ddene d  thi s  year by th e  l os s  o f  two o f  
our fai thful and v ery s inc e re Baha ' is :  

Baha ' i  s e r v i c e s  Oc t o b e r  1 9 th for Mr s .  Ch$.rl e s Dav ie s ,  a 
music ian o f  gr ea t n a tural a bi l i ty ,  an organ i s t  f or 25 year s 
in Jac k s onv ill e ' s  F ir s t  Pre s by t e r ian Church , wh o s o  will ingly 
and b e au t ifull y  pl ayed at our me e t ing s , ded ic a t ing her G od
g i ven g if t  back to H im ,  and pr ov in g  her fa i th in Baha ' u 1 l lah 
in s o  many other way s .  

Mr s .  C ar ol Fal in a l s o  pa s s e d  on in Oc t ob e r .  I w e l l  
r emember one Sunday i n  1 9 33 when in an swer in g  d o or b e l l  w e  
f ound her s tand ing the r e . How ha ppy we w e re when s h e  sa id she 
had heard of the Baha ' i  me s sag e  in Buffal o , N . Y .  25 ye ar s  b e f or e . 
Bad heard and b e l i e ved but had never j o ined any gr oup , an d  then 
she hap p ily expr e s s ed h e r  de s ir e  t o  j o in in Ja ck s onv il l e .  A nd 
now , Mr s .  Fa l in al s o  ha d . l e f t  u s .  
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W ith in the Baha ' i  wr i t ing s we are t ol d  tha t dea th ha s b e en 
made � me s senger o f  j oy f or us , the r e f or e  we mu s t  n o t  gr i e ve . 
Ra ther i t  i s  our s t o  c arry on , each i n  hi s own way , ded i c a t!ng 
any g i f t s  g i ven to us by G od to H i s  ser vic e ;  n ev e r  f orge t t ing 
tha t i n  s e r ving human ity w e  are s er v ing God . 

My Baha ' i  el e c tr ic s ign was sh in ing b r ightly fr om i t s  window 
e ach t ime the r e  wa s t o  be any Baha ' i  a c t iv i ty . Then Win ifred 
thought i t  would be n i c e  t o  have it turn ed on e ve ry ev en in g ,  
she mak ing the sugges t i on tha t I b e  all ow e d  $1 . 00 per mon th 
t oward e le c tr i c i ty .  S o  this arrangemen t was put in t o pra c t i c e  
f or a short time and al though f or l ong a f t e rward the l ittl e  
s ign did its b est,sh i ning forth from dusk t o  al mo s t  midn ight 
e a ch n igh t , the number o f  inquirers was n o t  incr e a s e d .  

Winifre d  did her b e a t t o  k e ep the h ome f ires burn ing . A 
mee t ing held a t  her apartmen t ,  6 28 Po s t  Stree t ,  on De c .  31s t, 
a.l th ough in r e al i ty the ob s ervan c e  o f  a 19 -Day F'ea s t ,  was 
turne d  in t o  a " Bah a ' i  T e a "  - wh i c h  s e v e ral ou t s ider s en j oyed 
wh il e they l istened to the Baha ' i  me s sage .  

It was my pr iv i l e g e  t o  s p end the N ew Yea r s ea s on ,  Dec ember 
3 0  �nd 3 1 ,  in M iami , Fla .  The fr i e nds who invited me, fe elin g 
i t  might b e  a l on e ly anniversary da te for me , a l th ough not 
Baha ' i s made me fe el fre e  t o  at t end Eaha ' i  a c t i•l it ie s .  so on 
De c . 30th I en j oy ed a fr i endly Sa turd ay supper w i th a Baha ' i 
c oupl e, who aft erward t ook me t o  the 19-Day Fea s t ,  wher e about 
32 were pr e sent. S e eing a Baha ' i  from an o ther local i ty , they 
requ e s ted tha t I b e their Sunday even ing s p e aker . It is ne ver 
r ight to refuse, so I made my fi r s t  app e aran c e outside of 
Jacks onvi l l e  and S t .  August ine . A tou t 35 were pr e s en t . a t  the 
pub l i c  me e t ing . Afterward , an e lderly Baha ' i  ge ntl eman said, 
" I  wa s th inking, as y ou were speak in g , i f  Eaha 1 u 1 llah, wh en 
H e  was in the dunge on tha t you spoke o f ,  c ould have l o oked 
forward and heard you t on ight , how happy i t  would hav e made H im . "  

I t  i s  my hope that in the year s t o  c ome B aha ' u ' l l ah may 
b e  mad e VERY happy w i th the Ja cks onv i l l e  c ommun ity .  

26 



1940 27 

A n ew y ea r i s  alwa y s  a s s o c ia t ed w i th hop e s  f or happy day s 
� d  n ew opp or tun i t i e s ,  s o  mo s t  a ppr opr ia t e  wa s Dr . GUy ' s  l e c tu r e  
theme for Ja c k s on v il l e ' s  Jan uary 7 th me e t in g  - " Th e  hope of 
the wor l d . " 

A s  wa s the ir c u s t ome s in c e 1 932 , Dr . and Mr s .  Guy c ame 
t og e th e r  or t ook turn s , w e ekl y  c oming th e 40 m il e s  fr om s t . 
Augu s t in e ,  che e r ing and e n c ourag ing t h e  s tru� ing J a c k s on v i l l e  
b e l i ev e r s .  

But Janua ry w a s  n o t a l l  br ight and sunny - f or dur ing 
thi s mon th our d ea rly l o ve d  and re s p e c t ed elderly Baha ' i  Mr . 
Wal te r  L .  B�c on pa s s e d  a way .  H e  frequen t ly wa s una b l e  t o  
a t t en d  me e t i.-·1g s ,  but a mor e s taunch Baha ' i  � r  on e w i th mor e 
l ov e  in h i s h e a r t  f or Baha ' u  1 l l ah an d  Abdu ' 1 Baha n e v e r  
l iv e d .  Trul y  on e o f  G od ' s g en t l emen - t h e  on e who w i l l ing 
ma ny t ime s w en t hungry , 1n ord e r  t o  b e  a bl e t o  purcha s e  
an o ther Baha ' i  book . A s  I th ink ba ck I s t i ll c an s e e  him 
g en tly turn ing the ir pag e s w i th ,  oh , such a l o ving t ouch. 

A t  our February 2nd pub l i c  m e e t in g  W in ifred gav e  talk on 
" The On en e s s  o f  t he Pr ophe t s " , foll ow e d  by on e on " T he Pr i c e " 

by Dr . Guy wh o ha d  un exp e c t edly arr iv e d . 

As memb e r s  o f  the Reg i on a l  Tea c h ing C omm i t t e e ,  M r s . Guy , 
W inifr e d  and Kathryn open ed a s e r ie s o f  four we ekly Sunday 
a f t e rn o on mee t in g s  a t  the Gre en Tr e e  Inn , Day t on a  B e a ch , b e 
g inn ing Mar c h  31 s t .  Mee t ing s were a dv e r t i s ed in the Day t on a  
Bea ch p a p er s and by ma il in g  s p e c ia lly pr in t ed a t t ra c t iv e  c a r d s . 
F ir s t  s p e ake r ,  Mr s .  Guy , foll owed by W in ifr e d  R i cha rd s ,  Char l e s  
Ma s on Reaey , and K a thryn V er non .  Aud i enc e - 2 o r  3 a t a t �e .  

In t h e  s pr ing , wh en M i s s  Marga r e t Haa s  f orme d  a pub l i c  s p e ak
ing c la s s  a t  h e r  h ome and inv i t e d  W in ifred and me t o  a t tend , w e  
g l adly a c c e p t ed a s  ea ch one wa s p e rmit t ed t o  cho o s e  h e r  s ub j e c t ,  
ther e f o r e  go opp or tun i ty t o  br o ad c a s t  s ome on e o f  the B aha ' i  
truth s·. 

· 

· Naw-Ruz F ea s t wa s hel d a t  7 07 P o s t  st r e e t but Win ifred 
Ri chards was hos t e s s  to 15 n on - Baha ' i s �nd 7 Baha ' is .  Ye l l ow 
daffod il s and j a sm in e  d ec or a t ed the tabl'es . Upon arr iv a l  of 
a l l  gue s t s  W in ifred expl a in e d  the Baha ' i  c a l enda r . Aft e r  all 
were s e a t e d  we en j oyed a r egular dinn e r p a r ty from del ic i ou s  
c h icken s a la d ,  p ot a t o  c h ip s ,  h o t  r ol l s ,  t oma t o  fro z en s al ad , 
ol iv e s  • r i p e  and s tuffe d ,  e t c . , e t c . ,  i c e  c ream and pr e t ty blue 
and yell ow fl ow er s  de c ora t ing the indiv idual s quare c ake s .  
Afterward we a d j ou rn ed t o  an o ther r oom , e a ch gue s t r ead the ir 
pla c e card s e le c t ion s from " The Gle an in g s " , th� Ka thryn t old o f  
God ' s  s p ir i tual F ea s t s , s p read out an ew f or a l l  human i t y .  

Thi s  jus t shows · w ha t  our pub l i c  F ea s t s  w e r e  l ike- pl en ty of 
mat e r ia l  r efre shmen t s ,  al way s  t opped off w i th the cho i c e s t  brand 
of God ' s s p ir i tual food. We t r i e d  t o  make the s e  public F ea s t s  
a j oyou s s p ir i tual o c c a s i on for n on - Baha ' i s , in v i t ing a l l  
a c qua int an c e s  whom w e  hope d  might b e c ome fur ther in ter e s t e d .  
Never d id they r e fu s e  our in v i ta t i on s .  
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F or R idvan we w e r e  aga in gue s t s  o f  S� . Augu s t in e , where a 
real s p ir i tual f e a s t  wa s a lways held 8 f t er t he ma t e r ia l .  

K� thryn wa s ho s t e s s  for t he Ma y 2 3rd ga ther in g  h e l d  in 
memory o f  the De c la r a t i on of El Bab , about 40 pr e s en t .  C en t e r  
p i e c e  wa s an o p en ga t e ; p la c e  c ards w i th draw ing s o f  a n  open 
g a t e , the word " B  A B " ov e r  i t ,  an d s e l e c t ed Baha ' i  
qu o ta t i on s  for e a c h .  

On Apr il 2 1 s t  the f o l l ow ing w e r e  ele c te d  memb er s  o f  our 
As s embly : W in i fr e d  R i chard s , Cha irman . Mr s . L ida S . Karryo t t ,  
Trea sur e r . Mab e l  B .  Sawy e r , N ew s  S erv ic e .  
M i s s  Margare t Haa s ,  Cha irman o f  F ea s t s . . G e r trude Dav i e s .  
Henry Fr eder i c k  Bla cks t one , ( a  n e w  memb e r- Jan . l 9 th )  
Mr s .  Lou i s e  B .  F ender . Mr s .  P earl R o z ea r .  
Ka thryn L .  V er non , Se c re tary. 

Mr s .  A. M .  P ow e l l  wa s r e c e iv e d  in t o  memb ersh ip on May 
17 th .  Two o f  our member s ,  Mr . and Mr s .  M .  Q. Arnold , l e f t  
J a c k s onv il l e  dur ing the year t o  r e s ide a t  F ernand ina B ea c h ,  
F l or ida • s o  our member sh i p  by e n d  o f  the year wa s 10 ( t en ) . 

W in ifred wa s our e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e  t o  the Annual C on
v en t i on in Wil me t te , I l l  •• s usual , w e  later r e c e ived a g o od 
r e port �-., of s ame . 

Unde r  the f a i thful d i re c t i on o f  our N ew s  S erv i c e  Cha i rman , 
�lf is s_ Ma be l  B .  Sawyer , we ekly n o t i c e s  appear e d  in our prin c ipa l  
newspaper , the Flori da T ime s -Un i on .  ful l y  c ov e r in g  al l Baha ' i  
a c t i v i t ie s .  In fa c t ,  dur in g  the pr e v i ou s  s ev en y e a r s  they n e v e r  
r e fu s ed t o  publ i sh our not i ce s  n or t h e  qu i t e  l en g t hy exc e rp t s  
fr om the Bah a ' i  sa c r e d  wri t in g e  wh i c h  were u su a l l �r in c lud e d .  
Thanks t o  them, t h e  Word s o f  Eaha ' u ' llah wer e di s t r i bu t e d ,  fr e e  
o f  charge t o  u s , over approx ima t e ly on e-ha l f  o f  the s ta t e o f  
F l or ida . 

After on e o f  our Sunday me e t in g s  a Jew i sh fr i end , who 
a t t ended fre qu en tly , offered me s ome mon e y .  I explained the r e  
wa s n e v e r  e v en a c oll e c t ion , al l a f r e e  offer ing o f  l ov e  f or 
God . At n ext me e t L,g I wa s muc h  surpr i s e d  t o  f ind t ha t  the 
lady had brought a lar g e  pa c kag e  o f  i c e  c re am .  Abdu ' l  E aha 
t e l l s  us to r e fu s e  a g if t  w ou l d  w ound • gra c i ou s  hear t . We ha d 
n o  de s i re t o  hur t  an yon e  , s o  the me e t ing ended in a real happy 
par ty f or a l l , in c luding the e l ev en "non s "  a t t end ing -
thank s t o  a fr i en dl y  fr iend . 

As pre v i ou s ly r e c orded ,  i t  wa s Orc e lla R exford who c ame t o  
Ja cks on v i l l e  in 1932 , h e l d  h ea l th c la s s e s ,  a ft erward gave a fr e e  
Baha ' i  l e c tur e in the Sem inol e Hotel , a t  wh i c h  t ime she intro
duc ed Dr . W. B . Guy , wh o then open ed a s e r i e s o f  Baha ' i  l e c tur e s .  
I d i d  n o t  a t t end Or c el l a ' .s Baha ' i  l e c tur e s  n o r  h e r  c la s s e s ,  but I 
wa s t ol d  on e hundr e d  p e o p l e  w e re enr ol le d  in her c la s s e s .  June .� 
5th o f  t h i s  yea r ,  1 9 40 , she r e turn e d  t o  Jac k s on v i l l e  an d  a t  
the � ame H o t el gave anoth e r  fre e  Baha ' i  le c tur e .  Me e t ing w a s  
wel l  pu bl i shed v ia 3 n ewspa per s ,  2 00 invi ta t i on s  ma i l e d  ou t , and 
many per s onal phon e c a l l s  mad e . H e r  l e c ture - "Wha t a l l  the 
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·Jlorld if.&. i  t s  For , "  a s  usua l was f ine , only 30 non .. Eaha ' i s  
a t t ended . Mos t of them handed in t h e i r  name s w i th the promi s e  
tha t they w ou ld a t t end o ther mee t ing s .  Al th ough they were 
l a t er e xt ended b o th per s onal and wr i t t en inv i ta t ion s  no 
fur ther int er e s t  developed.  

As u sual , Dr . and Mr s .  Guy s pen t about two mon th s  each 
summer in N ew Hampshire and dur ing tha t time we , in Ja cks onv i l l e ,  
had to  s h i f t  for our s e lv e s . 

Dur ing thi s summer word came tha t Doc t or wa s s er iou s ly ill ,  
a heart a tt ack , and n ot exp e c ted t o  l ive . We prayed and wa ited,  
and prayed , and in s ome miraculou s  way he  mana g e d  t o  re turn bu t 
never agai n wa s  he able t o  c ome t o  a Jacks onv il l e  mee t ing . 

Jus t  b efore the Sep t .  27 th 19-Day Fea s t  Mr s .  Guy phoned 
tha t D oc t or wan t e d  us all t o  c el ebra te  the Fea s t  w i th him in S t .  
Augu s t in e . S o  there we meld our holy Fea s t ,  he  j oin ing wi th u s  
from h i s  cot . Jus t  b efore we l e f t  he sa id ,  " I  hav e  s een 
Eaha ' u ' l lah ; I am g o L.'1g . "  Try ing t o  d is p e l  t he g l oom I sa id ,  
" If you have s een Eaha ' u ' llah tha t mus t  mean tha t  y ou w il l  g e t  
b e t ter . "  " No , "  h e  repl ied , " I  am g o ing . " 

When I answered the phon e early the ev en ing of Oc t ob er 3rd 
it wa s t o  l earn tha t the grea t e s t  j oy bringer for a l l  true 
Baha ' is ,  DEATH , had r emoved from our mids t our b el oved fri end 
and s p ir i tual l eader , Dr . Wal t er Bryant Guy of s t . Augu s t ine , Fla . 
the true s t  fr i end tha t any Jacksonv ille C ommuni ty will ever know . 
H i s  kn owledg e  o f  the Baha ' i  teachin g s  and the ir sp ir i tual 
s igni f i c an c e  wa s profoun d .  we , indee d ,  l o s t  a gr ea t t e a cher . 

B orn in Hen ley , England , Dr . Guy migrated a l on e  t o  America 
when 19 yea r s  of ag e . In 19 1 9 ,  g iv ing up a f ine med i cal p o s i
t ion w i th bri ll ian t pro spec t s  f or future advanc emen t s  in B o s t on ,  
�a s s .  he c ame to Flor ida , h i s  great d e s i r e  tha t  he migh t g ive the 
Baha ' i  me s s ag e  to the N egro rac e .  In the e arly day s ,  be cau s e  
h e  did g ive  the me s sag e  t o  Pro f e s s or Coll ier and a l s o  M i s s  
Blocker , t he v ery r e f ined and cul tured memb e r s  o f  t he Flor ida 
N ormal & Indu s t r ial In s t i tut e , then l oc a t ed in St . Augus t ine , and 
to man y o ther r e f ined and edu c a ted membe r s  o f  tha t rac e ,  he was 
thr e a t en e d  by t he KKK w i th tar and feathe r ing if  he did n o t  s top . 
Be caus e  he did n ot s top , Baha ' u ' llah pro t e c t e d  and favored him in 
many way s , and h e  con t inued to s pr ead t he Baha ' i  me s sag e  
wherever h e  found anyon e  will ing t o  l is t en . 

It was in Mar ch , l932 , that Dr . Guy gave hi s Baha ' i  l e c ture 
which I heard . During a great par t of the foll owing year s we ekly 
trips  were made by h im  t o  a t t end our Ja ckson v i l l e  me e t ing s ,  years 
of t ir e s ome b u t  l o ving s e r v i c e  on h i s  part in the s e rv i c e  of h i s  
Lord , tha t  Ja cks onv i l l e  might share w i th him the del ight and 
hon or of Know ing h i s  Bel ov ed ; years  whi ch would have br ought d i s 
c ouragement t o  many o th er s  when frequen t ly ,  at the end of the 
j ourney , only empty cha ir s weee f ound . But wha t  a glor i ously 
happy n ight i t  wa s when , on A pr il 2 1 , 19 35 ,  he h e lped us t o  
organ ize the Jacksonv ille B.Qlla ' i As s embly. Then more year s of 
pat i en t  teaching and c.ouns e l l ing , for Dr . Guy alway s wa s 
9.nxiou s tha t r;a ck s onv i ll e  le :1rn t o" s tand f irmly upon .' · .. '; 
1t s own fee t .  
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I t  wa s a b eau t i fu l s erv ic e  a t t h e  h ome in S t . Augu s t in e . 
T.he Eaha ' i  s a cre d w ords and t he s ou lful mu s i c  o f  the c h o i r  fr om 
the N orma l S c h o o l  f i l l ed the r o om s ; then a dr ive t o  Jack s onv i l l e .  
I own e d  a b ur ia l pl ot ,  needed on l y on e s ide , and h a d  onc e 
of fered the o t he r h a l f  f or use by Dr . and Mr s .  Guy if e ver they 
de s i r e d .  S o  w e  drov e  t o  Jack s on v i l l e  and t h e r e  Baha ' i  
pray e r s  w e r e  h e l d  a t  the gra veside. 

Tha t wa s al l  -we could d o .  So very l i t tle f or on e who 
had done so much f or Jacka on v ill e .  

La t e r Mr s .  Guy a n d  I er e c t ed a Baha ' i  monumen t , a 
memor ia l n o t  so much t o  Dr . Guy and my Mo ther as t o  the ir 
B eloved . 'Baha ' u ' l la h , so tha t all who s aw i t  w ou l d  lm ow tha t 
s ome on e ih Jack s onv i lle in t h ose early y e a r s  had l ov e  for 
oaha ' u ' llah and fa i th in H im - the Promised One of . G od. 

O n  O c t ob er 2 6 th I had t h e h on or of g i v ing the f i r s t  Baha ' i  
�a c k s on vill e broadc a s t .  The 15 minu t e t ime , furn i sh e d b y  
c ourt e sy of WJAX , t he c i ty own e d  s ta t i on ,  wa s the reward of 
a year of e f for t .  I t  was list ed a s  a " Baha ' i  ·pr ogram , "  
I a sked the radi o s ta t i on t o  pl e a s e n ot follow b y  any j a z z  
mu s i c , as was fre qu en tly done and , to my de l igh t , when I 
f in i sh ed I heard th e a of t , swe e t  s tra in s  o f  " Ava Mar ia " , th en 
the ann ounc e r  wa s mo s t  gra c i ou s ,  r e f e r r ing in t er e s t e d  in
qu ir er s t o  the Cent e r  f or ��rther in f orma t i on . The n ews
paper ads c a l l ed a tt en t i on t o  p r ogram and t ime an d we kn ow i t  
wa s h e ard a s  far away a s  Dayt on a and N ew Smyrna Bea ch , tu t n o  
inqu ir ie s w e r e  r e c e i v e d  fr om any on e . 

The foll owin g year we in qu i r ed aga in i f  the� h a d t ime t o  
spare bu t wa s t o ld tha t  al l fr e e  r e l i g i ou s  t ii"l e  ha d  b e en 
ass ign e d  and wa s unde r  the d i re c t ion of t h e  M in i s t er ial All i a n c e .  
rhey ga ve me the name and a ddr e s s  of the dire c t or, wi th the 
assuran c e  tha t if the M in i s t erial All ian c e  wa s w i ll ing t o  l e t  u s  
u s e  some of th e i r t ime , t h e  rad i o  s t a t i on w ould b e  v ery glad t o  
l i s t us. So I c alled up on the Ministerial All i a nc e repr e s en t a 
tiv e , w i th a heart full o f  tha t fe �l ing called brotherly l ove 
and a brand new c opy of "New Era "  as a g i f t  f or h im ,  fe e l ing sur e 
tha t he , a min i s t e r , w ould wan t t o  l e a rn  th e t ru th ab out 
G od's l a t e st R ev e l a t i on . 

Yes ,  he had heard s ome thing a b ou t  the Baha ' i  s o-c all e d  
R el igi on , i t  wa s some f orm o f  y og i am ;  he had n e ver r ead an y 

of the writ ing s an d ne ither did h e  in t end t o .  He s h ow e d  v ery 
pla inly tha t he did n ot d e s ire t o  t a lk to me and when I 
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� f f e r ed t o  l e a ve the " N e w  Era "  w i th h im h e  p o s i t iv e l y  r e f� s e d  
t o  a c c ep t .  S o  I l e f t , ful ly r e al i z ing tha t only G o d  i s  
c a p a b l e  o f  ha ndl ing su c h  p r e j ud i c e s .  

Sh o r t ly a f t e r  I a c c e p t e d  the Baha ' i  Fa i t h  Dr . Guy a sk e d  
� e  t o  c on ta c t  t h e  l ead in g  J ew i sh Rabb i ,  h o p i r� tha t p o s s ibly 
h e  w ou l d  plan a t ime when D o c t o r  c ould a ddr e s s  h i s  c on grega t i on . 
I t  i s  n i c e t o  r ememb e r  t ha t the Rab bi wa s v e ry c ou r t e ou s , e ven 
th ough n o t  in t e r e s t ed in in ve s t iga t ing . 

Ja c k s on v ill e t r i e d  t o  s ow s e ed s  and w e  w e r e  a lwa y s  gra t e f� l  
for ou t s ide h e lp e r s ,  a s  o n  Y o v . l O th when w e  w e r e  h on or e d  by 
pr e s en c e of .i.ou i s  G .  G r e-g ory , El i o t , Ma in e ,  tha t f in e  Baha ' i  o f  
whom Abdu 1 1  Baha s p ok e  s o  highl y . E e  s tay e d  w i th h i s  fr i en d ,  
Re v .  F o rd ,  P a s t o r  o f  t h e E e the l Ba p t i s t  Chur ch on H ogan S t re e t .  
A Sunday morn ing se rmon 1..'1 t ha t  Chur ch wa s d el i v e r e d  by Mr . 
Greg ory and t h e  Baha ' i  me s sage wa s given " s t ra i£ht fr om t he 
s h ou lde r . "  H e  a f t erward t ol d  u s  tha t when h e  saw f i v e memb e r s 
o f  t h e  Baha ' i  A s s embly in the aud i en c e  i t  had in s p ir ed h !� t o  d o  
s o ,  e v en thou gh the Pa s t or had cau t i on e d  h im 8 g a in s t  i t .  At 
the c l o s e  of t he s erv i c e ,  h oweu e r , the Pa s t or ,  R e v . r< o r d ,  inv i t ed 
anyone in t e r e s t e d  t o  me e t  w i th Mr . Greg ory a t 3 P . M .  in the 
off i c e  o f  Dr . C .  Fre d e r i c k  Dun c an , for a r ound ta tl e d i s c u s s i on .  

Two ye ar s pr e v i ou s ly w e  ha d con ta c t e d  Dr . Dun can , on e · o f  the 
l e a ding N eg r o  phy s i c ian s  of Ja c ks on v il l e , had b e en t o  hi s h ome 
for a Baha ' i  d i s cu s s i on , and he a f t e rwar d  r e a d  the " � e w  Era " . 
Up on inform i ng h im o f  the c om :tng o f  Mr . G r e g ory he s a id h e  
w ould b e  w e lc ome t o  c o�e t o  h i s  o f f i c e  o n  B r o a d  s tr e e t  for a 
Sunday a f t e rn o on me e t ing . 

At tha t  a f t e rn o on me e t in g  w e r e  3 Ja cks onv i ll e Baha ' i s :  
W in if r e d  R ich ar d s , Mr s .  Powe l l , an d  Ka t hryn , t og e ther w i th 5 
fr i en d s  o f  Dr . Dun c an , in c lud ing Ear tha \Vh i t e  o f  t h e  Wh i t e  Mi s s i on) 
Dr . Wa t e r s , a d en t i s t ,  an d  a fue rt o  R i c an wh om I had m e t  p r e 
v ious ly a t a E aha ' i  me e t ing i n  St . Augu s t in e , a n d  whom I o v e r
heard t e llin g Dr . Dunc an , A i s  fr i end , " Th i s  i s  the me s sag e  
I wa s tel l ing y ou a b ou t ;  I b el i ev e  i t  l s  the only way out f o r  u s . "  

If any on e  9 c c ep t s  Baha ' u ' llah f or mere l y  wha t the y  thems e l v e s  
c a n  g e t  ou t o f  i t , l i t t l e  w il l  b e  the i r  ga i n .  Onl y  when w e  l o ve 
Baha 1 u 1 ll ah w i th al l our h e a r t s , s in c er ely b e l i ev ing in H 1m , tha t 
H e  i s  th e Pr om is ed One o f  God , an d  then trying t o  p r o v e  the ir 
l o ve by s e rv i c e t o  H im ,  w il l  b le s s ing s f l ow to u s . Mr . Gr e g ory 
tha t a f t ernoon expl a in e d  the t ea c h in g s  l ov ingly , beau t i f�l l y ,  
but n o  one wa s suf f i c i en t ly i n t er e s t ed t o  a c c e p t  the Ja cks on v i ll e ' s  
As s emb ly offer o f  f ur th e r  inqu iry c l a s s e s .  

8 P . M .  tha t e v en ing the Ja c k s onv i ll e  pub l i c  m e e t in g  wa s 
h e l d  a t  7 07 P o s t  S t r e e t ,  :Mr . g)r e g o ry our s p e aker - a ful l day 
and a very ha ppy day , hav ing such a s in c er e  Baha ' i  as our 
gue s t .  
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We l ik e  t o  r ememb e r , a l s o ,  o ther ou t - o f- t own gue s t s  dur ing 
t he y ear : the v i s i t o f  Mr . V o o s t ,  Ch i c ag o , I l l , J�n . 7 th :  
h ow a t our Jan . l 4 th Sunday me e t ing Dr . an d lvlr s . A • .M .  Sh ie l d s , 
from N e bra s ka ,  t ol d  o f  wha t t he Eaha ' i  F a i th mean t t o  them : 
U r s . Gra c e  G eary , M on c t on ,  N . B . , C anada : Fe b . 2 5 th : 
Mr s . El va H .  P e e bl e s , Nashv ill e , T?3nn : M i s s  R in a i ·J ord :on �  
Mon tr eal , C anada May 4 th , Wm . de F or g e , T e an e c k ,  N.J. Ma r c h  
2 4 th , on h i s  r e turn f r on t ea c h ing t r i p  t o  Cu ba ; a nd t h e  f in e  
s p ir i tual tal k Sunda y e v en ing D e c . l s t  by Mr . Fr e de r i c k  Klu s s o f  
D e tr o it ,  M i ch .  Monday e ven ing h e  came a g a in t o  7 07 P o s t and a t  
tha t  t ime s ev era l , in c lud ing Mr . and Mr s .  C laude Layman , fr om 
M iam i , had t he p le a sure o f  v ie w ing a bout 50 p ic ture s t a ken in 

T exas du r ing h i s  p ione e.r w or k  there . 

I t  had b e en Dr . Guy ' s  cus t om e a c h  y ea r  t o  hav e  a d inn er 
par t y  on Than k s g iv ing , c e l e bra t in g  h i s  b ir thday and the Day o f  
the C ovenan t , in memory o f  Abdu ' l  Baha . Thi s yea r , in memory 
o f  t he Do c t or , M� � . Guy exten ded an in v i ta t i on to the 
Jac ks onv i l l e Bah a ' is f or a Chr i s tmas d inn e r  and , as her s p e c ial 
gu e s t s ,  she s e n t  a l e t t e r  t o  the Army C amp , a sk in g  them t o  ex
t end h e r  in vi ta t i on to 2 0  of the b oy s  wh o might be .in St . 

Augu s t in e on t ha t  day , there by h op ing t o  mak e s ome of the 
pr i va t e s  who c am e e very week to S t . Augu s t in e  a l i tt l e  l e s s  
lonely over t he Chr i s tma s s ea s on .  

Chr i s tma s day came . I n  the par l or was a p re t ty l ighted 
Chr i s tmas t r e e , w i th favo r s  f or all the b oy s . All wa s in 
r e ad in e s s  and ea c h  Baha ' i awa i te d  her opportun i t y  t o  s erve . 
The d inner hour arr i v e d  bu t  n o  b oy s , s o  we wai t e d ,  wa i t e d  and 
wa i t ed. F inal ly ,  af t e r  an hour and a ha l f  o f  w a i t in g , 
e spe c ially s in c e  th e inv itat i on had n o t  b e en a c kn owl edged by 
�nyon e , Mr s .  G uy de c i de d  no on e wa s c om in g  an d we might a s wel l 
e a t  our own di nn e r .  S o  the B aha ' i s s a t  d own t o  the w e l l - laden 
ta bl e  and en j oyed them s e lv e s . I wa s g o ing to wr i t e  " t o the ful l "  
and why n o t ?  We were l i teral ly ju s t  tha t - w i th turkey and a ll 
th e f ix ing s .  

Wh i l e  w e  w e r e  e a t ing t h e  l a s t  b i t s  o f  our de s s e r t ,  t h e  d o or 
b e l l rang and ther e s t oo d - not t he p r i va t e s we had expe c t ed - bu t  
2 0  hungry o ff ic e r s  an d b eh in d  them bn e l i t tl e  p r iva te who ha d 
ove rheard th e o ff ic er s  tal k in g  a n d  had f o l l owed. They w e re our 
gue s t s , e v en though tw o hour s la t e ,  s o  were inv i t ed in . 

Then what hu s tl in g  the r e  wa s ,  c l ear ing ta bl e , wa sh ing d i she s ,  
r e s e t t ing table an d ,  happ ily , f in ding en ough o f  e v e ry thing for 
t he ir plat e s .  They all s e emed to hear t ily en j oy it an d  ate 
unt il e very turkey b on e  was p i c k e d  c l ean . Then eac h  wen t 
bac k  t o  duty w i th a g if t  fr om the Chr i s tma s tre e  and a l i t t l e  
Baha ' i  b o okl e t  in h i s  p o c ke t . 
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January 18th ,  1941 

Dear Baha ' i  Fr i end : 

The Guardian ha s ju s t  r e c e i ved the c opy of th e Re s olu t i on 
�· s se d  by the St . Augu s t ine Baha ' i  As s embly , deplor ing the l o s s 
�f our d i s t ingu i shed c o-worker & p ione e r ,  the la t e  Dr . W a l t e r  
B.  Guy , & w ishe s m e  t o  ha s t�n i n  c onvey ing t o· y ou ,  t o  y our 
fel low-mem ber s  &: t o  all the b e l ievers in St . Augu s t in e  the ex• 
pre s s i on of h i s  heartfe l t  s ympathy in the heavy & ind e ed cru e l  
wl ow su s ta ined by y our C ommun ity , 

The daa th of Dr . Guy i s  undoub tedly a severe l o s s  t o  the 
8 au s e n o t  onl y  in S t . Augu a t 1n e , but thr oughou t the S ta t e s , 
ina smuch a s  thr ough h i s  l ong stand ing & inva lua ble s e r vic e s  
in the t ea ch in g  f ield h e  had come t o  oc cupy a very h igh rank 
a mong Baha ' i  t ea chers & p i on e e r s  in North Amer iaa , by a l l  of 
:vhom he wn s greatly l oved &: re s p e c ted . 

I t  i s  your A s s embl y ,  however , tha t  fe e l s  mo s t  par t i cularly 
bhe departur e  of t h i s  grea t s oul , a a  it wa s through h i s  e ffort s 
tha t i t  wa s f ir s t  e s tabl i sh e d ,  and now tha t  h e  i s  no l onger in 
y our mids t , l eav ing behind su ch an a ching vo id Ia your C ommun i t y ,  
y ou should t ake c ourag e  & c omfor t a t the thought tha t h i s  
�emory i s  s t il l ,  & inde ed w il l  e v e r  r ema in ,  fre sh i n  y our hear t s , 
thus s par ing y ou t o  fa i thful l y  walk in h i s  foot s t e p s , & carry 
further the gre a t  t a sk t o wh i ch he had s o  no bly & s o  re sulut e ly 
d e d ic a t ed h i s ent ire l ite . 

The Guard ian w il l  fervenrly p r a y  tha t the fr iends in S t .  
Augu s t in e  ma y l iv e  u p  t o  tho s e  h igh exp e c ta t i on s  and tha t a s  a 
r e sul t the Cau s e  in tha t C en t er •ay b e  fur ther ext ended a nd 
c on s ol ida t e d ,  & your c ommun i ty d e ve l op int o the mo s t  pros perous 
& l ead ing Baha ' i  c en t e r  in the S outh. 

Wish ing y ou & them a l l  h earty g o od w ishe s  & gre et ing s , 

Yours in H i s  S erv i c e  

C opy o f  l etter wr i tten t o  
M i s e c .  Ma e Thi t chener 
St . Augu s t in e , Fla . 

H .  Rabban i 
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C op y  o f  Ta bl e t tran s la t ion t o -

Dr . Bryan t Guy , 
Roxbury , Ma s s .  

Upon h im be Baha -0- l lah El Abha ! 
H e  i s  God. 

0 thou who are firm in the C ovenant :  

Thy l e tt er c on ta i n e d  mos t  c he er ing g ood n ew s  
Mn d  indi c a te d  the on ene s s  o f  s p ir itual s t a t e  tha t 
exi s t s  amongs t  the b e l i e v er s .  IU s H o l in e s s  Baha - o - l lah
may my l if e  b e  a ransom t o  H i s  bel i e ver s - s pent the 
day s  o f  H i s  l if e  am id s t  inf in it e hard ship s and affl i c 
t i on s .  B e  qua ffed from e very cup o f  t r ia l  and t a s t ed 
every p o i s on of per s e cu t ion ,  s o  tha t the Flag o f  the 

On en e s s  o f  t he w or ld o f  humani ty may wave over a l l  the 
r e g i on s ,  e sp e c ial ly among s t  the b e l i e v er s .  

Now , b e c au s e in B o s t on the C andle o f  Un i ty and 
C on c ord is ign i te d ,  it ha s b e c ome the mean s of t he 
c ommenda t i on of the dwe l l e r s  o f  the K ingdom o f  Abha and 
the c au s e  o f  the hap p in e s s  of my h e ar t .  I hope that 
thr ough the Be s t owal s  o f  the B eauty o f  Abha t h i s l ov e  
and unity may b e c ome m o r e  rev e a l e d  day by day , c on f i rm
ing thee t o  b e come the br ight c andl e  o f  the a s s emblage 
of Un i ty and a s s i s t ing the e  t o  ra i s e  t h e  c al l  o f  t he 
K ingdom o f  G od .  

The fr iends o f  God mu s t  s a c r i f i c e  the ir l iv e s  
f or t he s ake o f  each o ther , t o  such an exten t tha t the 
p e op l e  may b ec ome a s t on i shed and e xc l a im :  Wha t l ov e  
qnd ami ty f l ow from the hear t s  o f  the Baha ' i s f or 
e a c h  o th er ! 

Upon thee b e  Baha-El -Abha ! 

( s ign e d )  Abdul Baha Abba s 

( Tran s la ted b y  M ir za Ahmad S c hrab, Apr il 20 , 19 14 . } 

Home . Abdul Baha , Moun t C armel , Ha i fa ,  Syr i a . 
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Cn Thur s day even ing , Feb . 2 6 th ,  Mrs . Dorothy B e e cher Bake r , 
L tma , Oh i o , great-granddaugh t er of H enry Ward Be e cher , gave a l e c tur e 
in Jack s onv ille . The Winds or H o t e l  gran t ed u s  th e u s e  o f  the ir c harm
ing parl ow f or th i s  l e c ture . I t  wa s adv e r t i s e d  in t hr e e  newspaper s ,  
the T ime s -Un i on r�ing two l eng thy n o t i c e s ,  i t  wa s al s o  broadc a s t  
over thr e e  s e para t e  radi o  s ta t i on s ,  an d  over 200 inv ita t i on s  ma iled 
out . 

Mr s .  Eaker ' s  l e c tur e - " Af t er the war - Wha t ? " wa s f ollowed by 
f our other s a t  t he W inds or : they were l ikew i s e  adv e rt i s e d  thr ou gh 
newspapers and r ad i o .  Mrs . Franc e s  Guy , St . Augus t in e , b egan the 
s er i e s  by l e c tur e - "Wha t  is a B!i h� ' 1 ? 1' se cond w e ek ,  F..a thryn 
vern on , · " Are B ib l e  Prophe c i e s  Ee ing Ful f illed in Th i s Day ? "  
Third , . Win ifred R i c ha rd s , " Th e  Promis e  o f  the Age s . " Fourth an d  
f inal l e c ture wa s del ivered by Mr s .  Guy , u s ing a s  her sub j e c t  " The 
Valley o f  Sear ch . " An average of 19 p eopl e , inc luding Baha ' is ,  
a ttended e a ch l e c ture ,  but e a ch evenin g  showing pra c t ic a lly a 
d i fferent group p Aft er c l o s e  of le c ture s n o  further in t er e s t  wa s 
ev iden c e d .  

A s  of p o s s it l e  in t e r e s t  t o  fu ture Baha ' i  genera t i on s : When 
th ir t e en Dor othy had the pr iv i l e g e  of me et ing Ab du ' l  Eaha dur ing 
h i s  v i s it t o  Amer i c a .  The ma j e s ty and k indn e s s  of tha t g r e a t  p er s on 
made a deep imp r e s s i on upon her and affe c t e d  the ent i r e  c our s e  of 
her l i fe .  She wa s an arden t  Baha ' i  from her y ou th .  When she grew 
up she wa s appo inted on e o f  the f ir s t  Hand s •of-the-Cau s e  in .Amer i c a . 
She , her husban d ,  Frank Baker , and her mother , " Aunty Lou" B e e c he r , 
had planne d  t o  p ioneer in Grenada dur ing 1954 , and they w er e  on the ir 
way t o  me e t  Dorothy in Tr in idad , on her r e turn fr om t ea c h ing t our in 
India , when they learned tha t on Jan . lO � he r  plan e  had exploded and 
crashe d  int o  the Mediterranean Sea . They b r i e fly r e turn ed to Lima , 
Chi o ,  then l e � t  w i th h i s  two c h i ldr en , Will iam K ing and �in ifred 
Lou i s e .  Rea ching Italy he h ired a b oa t , went out to the appr ox ima t e  
spot where plane wen t down , near th e i sl and o f  Elba , and there they 
read pray e r s  and c a s t  flow e r s  upon the wa ter s .  A memor ia l  s ervi c e  
a l s o  wa s held i n  Rome . The body wa s n ev e r  r e c overed. 

Ka thryn ' s  35 gue s t s  at Ridvan en j oye d  a j ol ly suppe r , follow
ed by an impr e s s iv e  s p i r i tual hour , Mr s .  Guy our honored s peake r . 
Many t ime s our gue s t s  a s sur ed u s  of the i r  en j oyment o f  th i s  and 
many s im il a r  o c c a s i on s , but they proved by the ir ab s en c e from 
regular me e t in g s  tha t the ma ter ial fea s t s  wer e  wha t f il l e d  the ir 
hear t s  w i th j oy .  

On Apr i l  21 s t  our e l e c ted offi c er s  r ema ined the same . Win ifred 
was our d e l e ga t e  to the 33rd Annua l C onven t ion in Wilme t te , fe e l ing 
sure she would a t t end and b r ing u s  ba ck a fine r e p or t , which she 
del ivered on May 1s t .  

Baha ' i  fel l owhs ip me e t in g s  were organ i zed b y  Winifred and 
Kathryn in May a t  Jacks onvill e  Bea ch , 18 m il e s  from c i ty of Ja c k s on
v ill e , where we me t we ekly for a month at the h om e  of an inqu irer . 
Regula r  a t t endan c e  t o taled 4 or 5 each week al though me e t in g s �ere 
adv er t i s e d  in the Jacks onv i l l e  B ea ch n ew spap e r . 

A l e t t er o f  June 23rd from •r s .  Lu� ille H .  Buf f in , M iam i ,  
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in formed u s  o f  a p p o in tmen t  o n  R eg i on a l  T e a ch in g  G om:n i  t t e e  
o f  Mr s .  (Juy , W in ifre d and Ka thryn ,  al ong w i th tw o M i a m i  b e 
l ie v er s . In July the two Ja c ks onv il l e  a pp o in t e e s spen t thr e e  
day s in Mi ami , in o rder t o  c on sul t w i th the o th e r  memb er s  o f  
the RTC . 

Mr s .  El i z a  s .  Marryo t t , who a c c e p t ed Baha ' i  e v en b e f or e  
the A s s embly wa s f ormed , a n d  who had l iv ed a t 7 07 P o s t for 
s ev e ra l  yea r s , wa s in ho sp i tal when I le f t , e v iden t ly r e 
c ov e r ing from o p e ra t i on .  v�en I r e turn e d  I f ound she wa s n o t  
expe c t e d  t o  l i ve .  S h e  pa s s e d  on July l Oth. Win i f r e d  and I 
c ondu c t e d  her Baha ' i  s e r v i c e s  on the 1 2 th . · Bu t  i t  wa s hard t o  
r ea l i z e  she ha d  l e ft u s . �by ,  she w a s  our May 1 7 th Fea s t  h o s t e s s .  
Such a swe e t , s in c e r e  Baha ' i , alway s r eady .an d  w illin g  t o  help 
in ev e r y  p o s s i b l e  wa y .  7 07 P o s t  w• s lon e ly wi thout her . 

In July H e rb e r t  E .  Ba c on ,  s on of tha t  f in e  Baha ' i  
gen t l eman , Mr . Wal t e r  L .  Ba c on , s ign ed memb e r sh ip c ar d .  

Le t t e r  fr om Dor i s  Loh s e , Wa sh ing t on ,  D . C. ,  a sked � e  t o  
me e t her S ept . 1 s t a s  h e r  boa t  fr om Bal t imore t o  M i ami s t opped 
a t Ja ck s onvi ll e .  A nic e v i s i t at 7 07 Pos t S tr e e t  r e sul t e d  
b e f or e  s h e  c on t i nu e d  on h e r  tr i p .  

Cn O c t o 27 th M i s s  J eann e N e ga r  B o l l e s  wa s in J a  ck a on v il l e , 
addr e s s ed our publ i c  me e t ing and showed mo vie p i c tur e s  o f  her 
1 6 -mon ths tr ip thr ough so. Ame r i c a .  She r ema in e d  for a 1 9- Day 
F ea s t  when she t ook charge o f  t he s p ir i tua l pro gram . S h e  a l s o  
showed h e r  p ic tur e s  a t  the h ome o f  Mr s .  Syl vanu s  Har t , 100 w .  
Ashl e y  Str e e t .  the gather ing .. c omp o s e d  o f  a b ou t  2 0  o f  Mr s . 
Hart ' s  c ol or e d f r i en d s  and the Baha ' i  me s sage wa s ind i re c t l y  
g iv en dur ing t he show ing of t he p i c tur e s .  

I f , a s  J eann e wrot e in my E a ha 1 i Gue s t  B o ok ,  i t  wa s a j oy 
for h e r  t o  m e e t t he J a ck s onv i l l e  b el i ev e r s  1.."'1 a Baha 1 i h ome , 
she tr i p l e d  the j oy f or us w i th h e r  sincerity an d  rad ian c e  a t  
tha t t ime . 

Although J e ann e wa s b orn in Wa sh ingt on , C onn . , ·.'le found 
ou t she had n o t  s tayed there a ll the t ime when she t o ld tha t 
she and her mother had t r a ve l le d in 2 1  c oun t r i e s  o f  E ur ope , 
the Balkan s and the near Ea s t  f or 2 ye�r s ,  al s o  i n  I c e land ,  
Born e o ,  C en tra l and S ou th Amer ic a .  H e r  mothe r ,  J . Rllh-anqu iz 
Boll e s , is an aun t o f  our Guardian ' s  w i f e , R�h 1yy1h YJlanum . 
Je anne a c ou s in .  

-

A g e t - t og e th e r  Sunda y sup p e r  w a s  h e l d  a t  the C e n t e r  in 
D e c emb e r ,  t o  wh i ch ev en t out i id er s  wer e invi t e d .  

O ther vi s i t o r s  dur ing 1 9 41 : i\11 s s Jo s i e P in s  on , G e o rg e t own , 
S . C . ; Sg t . J oe l  Maran g e l l a , C ompany A . , 8 8 th M e d i c al 
Ba tall i on ,  t hen s ta t ioned a t  Camp El and inF; , Fl a . ( our s p e ak e r  on 
De c . 2l s t ) :  M i s s  N e l l  .Payne , Lims. , Oh i o :  Freder i c k  A . Clu s s , 
De t r o i t , Mi ch , ( our s p e ak e r  De c . l9 th )  N ev e r  w e r e  our v i s it o r s  
p e rm i t t e d  t o  j u s t  s it and re s t ,  they all we r e  c a ll e d  upon t o  d o  
the i r  par t .  



1 9 4 1  

�;Tr . a nd Hr s .  R .  F-. Ta in t e r  and rtr s . Lou l i e  Ma t h ew s , 
C ol orado Spr ing s ,  C ol o ,  w e r e  our gu e s t s  in N ov emb e r  and 
on Sunday af t e rn o on the 16 th Mr s .  Ma thew s gave a l e c tur e in 
t h e  R oo s e v e l t  Ho te l .  Only abou t 6 n on-Baha 1 i s a t t e n d e d  and 
t h e s e  c ame r a ther t hr ough p er s ona l inv ita i on t han fr an n ew s -
pap e r  n b t ic e s .  rn t he e v e n ing Mr s .  Ma thews s p oke a t  
the h ome o f  Mr � . Guy in S t . Augu s t in e  and mo a t  o f  the 
Ja cks onv i l l e  b e l i ev e r s  drove d own to a t t end . Mr s . Ma thews ' 
s i n c e r ity wa s fel t  by a l l . 

As n o t e d , s ev er a l  pub l i c  l e c turew we r e  he l d  in Ho te l s  
dur ing t h e  y e a r ; o th e r  publ ic m e e t ing s ,  w e ekly s tudy or 
in qu iry c la s s e s  at 6 2 8  P o s t  or 707 P o s t .  In De c emb e r  thr e e  
o f  the publ i c  me e t ings w e r e  tra n s ferred t o  628 , t o  e s c a p e  
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" flu " e p idem ic a t  7 07 P o s t . W i th exc e p t i on o f  a bout thr e e  
mon th s in S u.rr.me r , pape r s  carr i e d  in v i ta t i on t o  anyon e  w i s h ing 
to inv e s t iga t e  to a t t end Wedn e s day a f t e rn o on in qu iry me e t in g s  
and " t e a "  a t W in ifr e d ' s  - 6 2 8  Po s t  S t . The s e  w e r e  e v en tu al l y  
d i s c on t inu e d  a s  Win ifr ed s a i d  s h e  "wa s  t i red o f  dr ink ing 
t ea a l l  by h e r s el f . " 

Al l me e t ing s w e r e  r egularly adv er t i s e d ,  t he me e t L�g 
p la c e s  kep t o p en .  We s t ill c ar r i ed on a l t h ough o f t en only 
the Baha ' i  " fa i th fu l  few" a t t end e d .  

Thu s r ounded ou t an other year w i th our memb e r sh i p  -

Ten . ( 10 ) . 
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In Janua ry a s e r i e s  of s ix l e c tur e s  we r e  s tar t e d  in the 
Ca s a  War in a  E o t e l , J a cks onv i l l e  B e a ch ,  the r o om gra c i ou s ly 
donat e d  b y  t h e  H ot e l  r.1anag emen t .  The s e  l e c tur e s  w e r e  g i ven by 
memb er s of t he Reg i on a l  T ea ch in g  C ommi t t e e  - Mr s . Fran c e s  M .  
Guy , S t . Augu s t in e , W in ifr e d  R ichard and Ka t hryn V e rn on , 
Ja c k s on v i l l e , an d  w e r e , in r ea l i ty , a  fol l ow-up by th e two la s t  
named of l e c tur e s  h e ld b y  t hem the prev ious y e ar . Th e y  were 
a dv er t i s ed we ekly in the B ea ch n ew s pap e r , as well a s  under 
Ja c k s on v i l l e  B ea c h  me e t ing s ir. the T ime s -Un i on ,  an d  by p e r s on al 
L� v i t a t i on .  S ix p e opl e a t t ende d  t h e  l e c tur e s  fa i thfu l l y  -
thr e e  ladie s fr om t h e  pr e vi ou s  y ear ' s  c la a ae s , an d  thr e e  n ew on e s .  
Whe n  the le c tur e s c l o s e d  t he s ix expr e s s ed a d e s ir e  t o  c on t inue 
the s tudy , s o  f i ve w e ekly c l a s s e s  were c on du c t e d  by W in i fr e d  an d 
Y..a t hryn , w i th two o f  t h e  Ja ck s onv i l l e  bel i ev er s ,  M i s s  �t.argar e t  
H a a s  an d M i s s  Ma be l Sawye r ,  fre qu er. tly a t t ending . 

January 2 8 th H .  Fre der i c k  Bla cks t on e  Jr . , tran s fe r r e d  t o  
F t .  P l e a s an t ,  N . J . 

In J&n uary of t h i s  y e a r  t h e r e  c a.111e t o  our door Pr iva t e  
C lyde W .  Ev er e t t ,  Army A ir Ba s e  and 7 8 th Bomb e r  S qu.a dron 
Barra c k s  #62 , Ja � s onv i l l e , Fl a ,  f orme rly an i s o la t e e  b e l i ev er 
in K ing s ton , N . Y .  As he th ouE,h t he m igh t b e · h e r e  s ome t ime h e  
a ske d t o  j oi n  and o f  c ou r s e  i t  w a s our ple a su r e  t o wel c ome him. 

Dur ing f i r s t  we ek o f  Mar ch , the St . Augu s t in e  W U T U 
held a P ea ce F orum in the ir C i v i c  C en t er . A s  M r s .  Guy pr e 
s id e d  ov e r  the f orum, she inv i t ed m e  t o  b e  one o f  the s p e a k e r s .  
Jus t  an oth e r  c han c e  t o  s pr e ad the Baha ' i t ea c h ing s .  

OUr N aw-Ruz F ea s t ,  he ld a t  the Baha ' i  C en t er ,  wa s g iv e n  
b y  t h e  Ja c k s onv i l l e memb e r s  of t h e  F l o r i da Tea c h in g  C ommi t t e e  
w ith p ar t i cular though t  t o  th e B ea ch f r i end s .  I t  wa s the i r  f ir s t  
Baha ' i  F ea s t .  The ev ent w a s  a happy and s p i r i tual on e .  
Th ir t e �n n on- B aha ' is w e r e  numb e r e d  among t he gue s s .  

Our n in e  A s s embly memb e r s  el e c t ed on Apr i l  2 1 s t  wer e :  
Gertrude Dav i e s  & Mr s .  Fender , �ea s t s • H er t e r t  Ba c on ;  
C lyde Eve r e t t : M i s s  M9 rga r e t Haa s , Tr e a sur er ; 
Mr s .  Pearl R o z ear : Mab e l  Sawye r , Put l i c i ty ;  
W in ifre d  R ichard s , Cha irman : Ka thryn V ernon , S e c r e t ar y .  

De c emb e r  12 th F ea s t  wa s h e l d  a t W in ifred ' s . We a r r i v e d  
e arly an d  a f t e r  t he sp i r i tual F e a s t  en j oyed W in ifred ' s  
h os p i tal i t y ,  - r e a ll y  a supper� then al l w en t a c r o s s ' s tr e e t  
t o  7 07 P os t f or the r egular Sunda y · adv er t i s e d  m e e t ing . 
N o  out s id e r s  c ame , bu t  me e t ing wa s c ar r i ed thr ough . 

The s p ir itu e l  p rogram for our De c . 3l s t F ea s t ( held a t  
6 2 8  Pos t }  wa s c on duc t ed by Pr iva te Ev e r e t t  in a mann e r  wh i c h  
p r ov e d  tha t h e  wa s pr ou d  t o  b e  an enl i s t e d  s o l d i e r  in th e 
r & nks o f  Baha ' u ' l lah . 

At t hi s  F e a s t  a l s o  we were e spe c ially happy t o  hav e  w ith 
us Mr s .  Syl vanu s H .  Har t  ( Emma T .  Har t )  of 500 W .  Ashl ey S t . 
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our f ir s t  b e l ie ver from t he Negr o ra c e .  We d o  n ot , how e ver , 
t a ke t h i s  c r e d i t  t o  our s el v e s ,  f or Mr s .  Har t ,  long y e a r s  ag o , 
away b a ck in 1 9 2 2 , r e c e iv e d  the Baha ' i  me s s ag e  fr om Dr . � . B . Guy 
of S t . Augu s t in e . She wa s a fr i en d  of Prof . C ol l i e r  and M i s s  
Bl o c ke r  o f  the F l or ida N orma l & Indu s t r ia l  In s t itute in S t . 

Augu s t in e  an d  thr ough t ha t  c on ta c t  Dr . Guy o p e n e d  Baha ' i  me e t 
ing s in Mr s .  Hart ' s  Ja c k s on v i l l e  hom e . S h e  a c c e p t ed a n d  held 
f irm a l th ough the onl y  membe r  of her r a c e in Ja c k s onv i ll e .  She 
wa s a t  on e t ime � e c orded a s  a be l ie ve r  tut through s ome m i s 
un de r s tan d ing her name wa s dr o p p e d . We were  h ap py f o r  the 
p r iv i l eg e  o f  r e in s ta t in g  i t .  

The mat er ial F�a s t  wa s c on t r ibu t e d  by- var iou s  b e l i e v e r s  
an d  w e  a l l  wen t home inw a rdly s a t i s f i ed - b o th ma t er ia l l y  and 
s p ir i tu a l l y .  

Dur ing y e a r  w e  wer e  hon or e d  b y  v i s i t s  from t h e  f o l l ow ing 
Baha ' is :  Ma r ch 1 4 th- Mr . & Mr s . H an s en { D .  Irv ing & F l o r en c e ) 
Bat on Roug e ,  La . Jun e 1 2 th - Mr s .  Char l o t t e  z .  G il l en , 
fr om Che l an , Wa sh ing t on .  June 1 4 th- Mr . &  Mr s .  Frede r i c k  
Bab o , Atlant a , Ga . The fa c t  tha t Mr . Babe wa s a na t i on a l ly 
kn own s pe aker an d  commen t a t or on in t erna t i ona l a f fa ir s  enabl e d  
h im  t o  s e cu r e  t ime fo r a fin e Ja c k s onv i l l e  broad c a s t  whi c h  h e  
c l o s e d  w i th " Pray e r  f or Al l Na t ion s . "  

Dur ing the y e a r  our 1 9 - Day F ea s t s  were o b s e rv e d  and , 
w i th the exc ept ion o f  a b r i e f  p er1 oa dur ing the summer , we ekly 
funday even me e t ing s ,  al so s tudy c l a s s e s  h e l d .  On e pub l i c  

me e t ing w a s  h e l d  a t  home o f  M i s s  Haa s ,  Ba rr s S t . ,  t h e  rema in der 
at 7 07 P o s t  St . Mr s .  Fran c e s  B .  Guy fr om s t . Augu s t ine was 
fre qu en tly on e of our s p eaker s ; a t  o ther t imes w e  a l l  a t t emp t ed 
t o  do our b i t . 

At e nd of the y e a r  w e  numb e r e d  - e l ev e n .  

37 
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Whe n  w e  l ooked bac k  over year Apr i l  2 1 , 1 9 42 t o  Apr i l  2 1 ,  
1 9 4 3 ,  w i th i t s  l a b o r  s tr i ke s ,  i t s  ra t i on ing , f o od shor tage and 
in t en s e  s ta r va t ion on the other s i de of the o c ean , the c on
fl i c t s  o f  i t s  Wor ld Wa r ,  w ith the ma j or ity o f  the p e ople s o f  
the wor ld n o t  real iz ing wha t  i t  wa s a ll a b ou t , we c ould ind e e d  
say - "Eow n ic e  i t  i s  t o  b e  a Baha ' i" ,  f or i n  our h e ar t s  w e  
lmew t h a t  " the s e  s tr ife s ,  t � e s e  ruinous war s  s ha l l  c ea s e ,  and 
the mo s t  g r ea t  p ea c e  s ha l l  c ome . "  

Amids t  t h i s w orld turm oi l  our l i t t l e  c ommun i ty of 
Jac k s onv ill e B aha ' is " he l d  f irm . " OH-r 1 9 -Day F�a s ts w e r e  ob
s erve d  at home of M i s s Marga r e t  Haa s ,  Barrs .  S t r e e t ,  or a t  
628 or 707 P o s t  S t r e e t , the var i ou s  �emb er s  c on tr i bu t ing t o  the 
mat erial and s p ir i tu a l  p or t i on s .  A Tue sday e vening s tudy 
c l a s s  w a s  hel d R t  Win ifred ' s ; pub l i c  me e t in g s  e a c h  Sunday ev en
ing a t 7 07 P o s t ,  w i th exc ep t ion o f  a summer v a ca t i on .  

T o  the s e  publ i c  m e e t ing s  c ame s a il o r s  and s old i er s .  S ome 
w er e Baha ' i s ,  s om e  we r e  n ot .  S o�e came o ft en ,  s ome c ame but onc e .  
then , w i th c ourage ou s  h ear t s , went the i r  way t o  do the ir p a r t  in 
t h e  l in e  of dut y .  

Dur ing January 1 9 th Fea s t  l e t t e r s  fr om the N S A r ec e iv ed ( Read ) 
s in c e  our l as t  1 9 - Day Fea s t ,  a l l  in r e f e r en c e  t o  c a b l egrams from 
our Guar d i an , Shoghi Effend i ,  expr e s s ing hi s g r ea t p l e a sure 
and appre c ia t i on o f  t h e  e ffor t s  o f  the Amer i c an b e l i e v e r s  in 
c ompl e t ing the exter i o r  o f  t h e  Wilme t t e  T em p l e  even b e fore 
the en d of the a ll o t t ed 7 - ye ar plan in 1 9 4 4 .  

Janua ry 1 9 th Eula l i e  Haa s s ign i f i ed h e r  d e s i r e  t o  b e c ome 
en r o l l e d  a s  a b e l i e v er an d our s p ir i tual Fea s t  F e b . 2 9 t h  wa s 
s o  b eau t i full y c ondu c t e d  b y  Eula l i e  y ou m i gh t  ha v e  thought 
tha t s he ha d d on e  it many t iree s b e f or e . 

W in i fr e d  wa s aga in e l e c t e d  our de lega t e  t o  the Na t i onal 
C on v en t i on .  Our o f f i c er s  rema in e d  the s ame . The enr o l lmen t of 
R oll i e  Merr i t t  on Apr i l  2 9 th a g a i n  b r ought our n��b e r  to 1 3 .  
I t  wa s in t e r e s t ing t o  l o ok ba c k  t o  the n igh t when our As s emb ly 
wa s f i r s t f orme d  in y ear 1 9 35 - w i th 13 memb e r s .  rtany th e 
chang e s  s in c e t ha t  f ir s t  enrollmen t .  8nd we we r e  on c e  aga in 
ba c k  to 13 c ommun i t y  memb e r s . Bu t w e  w er e  n o t  sup e r s t i t i ou s ;  
w e  w e r e  wa i t ing t o  s e e i f  1 3  wa s t o  be our lu c ky  numbe r .  

A t  on e F ea s t  Lou i s e  F ender don s t e d  a p ound o f  c o f f e e , a 
gre a t  t r e a t for t he c o ffee l ov e r s in t ho s e  day s o f  ra t i on ing , a 
trea t whi c h  they en j oyed dur ing many f o l l ow in g  F ea s t s • .  L.::.J:: evJ i s e 
g:h aa tly a p.;:>r e c ia t s d  � a r  :'1 -=>UJ.3:na i 3  1 ,'! :3 c r e am- e v en thou gh the r e  
wa s a sho r tage o f  ic e in Ja ck sonv i l l e  e n d  c ommer cia l ic e c r eam 
s e eme d t o  b e  " ou t "  f or t h e  dur a t i on .  

F e b .  7 th 1 9-Day F ea � t  wa s h e l d  5 PM a t Winifr e d ' s . P r e s en t : 
W in ifr e d  R i c hards , C laude Ev er e t t ,  Mr s .  F end e r , M i s s  Margar e t  
Ea s s ,  Eulal i e  Haa s ,  G e r t rude Dav ie s ,  Mab e l  Sawyer , Ka thryn V e r non . 
Mr i'·.F ender in charge s p ir i tual F�a s t .  During bus in e s s  s e c t io n  
Ge1· trude mad e  mot i on tha t t h e  s p i r i tual pr ograms o f  t he 1 g - Dav 
F ea s t s  b e  her e a f t er in c ha rge o f  and l ead by th o s e  b e l ie ve r s wn o  
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do n o t or hav e  n o t  a s  y e t  ta ken par t a s  � p e a ke r s a t t h e  r e gula r  
w e ekly pu tl i c  me e t ir. g s - her :!. d e a  b e ing t ha t th e memb e r s , t y  ta k
L"'l g char g e  of th o s e s p lr i tua l  pr ograr.:s w ou l d  gradual l y  f B l!1 
c c'..lrage en oue;; h s o  they '<'IJ'Oul d t e  w i ll int: t o  t a �{e th e i r r ight ful 
pl a c e s  in the pub li c  me e t ing � e Th i s  mo t i on b r ought f o r th qu i t e  
a. d i s cu s s i on , s ome th � nk ing tl: a t  the " publ i c  me e t in[ e ;>e a�{ e r s " 

p o s s ibl y might b e  t r y ing t o  s h irk th e ir duty a t  t h e  1 9 - Da y  
F e a s t s  - or migh t i t  hav e b e en the n on - publ i c  me e t ing s p e aker s 
w e r e  t ry ing t o  sh ir� th e i r duty ? ?  Th e mot i on wa s ,  h owev e r ,  
e v en tual ly c arr ie d ,  e a c h  p e r s on r ea l i z ing th e b l e s s e d  prom i s e 
o f  hel p g iv en by 2aha 1 u 1 l lah t o al l th o s e  ·wh o  ari s e  t o  d o  
the ir b i t .  Refre shment s among o t h e r  t h ing s  aga in c on ta ine d 
cups of tha t ral i ohed item - c offee . 

· 

C l yde Ev e r e t t ,  s p eaker f or F e b . 2l s t  pub l i c  me e t in g , t ol d  
of the v ariou s " Cy c le s o f  C i vil i z a t i on "  down t o  pre s en t  t ime , 
and how t h e  c om ing o f  2aha 1 u 1 l l a h  ush e r e d  in a n e w  c i v i l ia t i on . 
Th i s  w a s  C lyde ' s  f ir s t  t a l� a t  a pub l i c  me e tin g . He c on fe s s ed 
aft erward he " fel t n e rvou s n  bu t " n o t  a s  n e rv ou s " a s he hr! d when 
ije t o ok c harge o f  h i s  f ir s t  1 9 -Day F ea s t  s p i r i t�al pr ogram . 
Had he not told u s  h i s  s e c r e t , w e  w ou l d  n ev e r hav e ·kn own i t .  
C lyde a l s o  g a ve t a lk July 23rd on " Th e  Hidden '!vor d s . "  

It wa s d e c ided n o t  t o  make our Naw-Ru z  F�a s t  a b ig a ffa ir 
a s  in forme r year s ,  f or we had s a dly d i s c ov er e d  tha t people 
c ar ed mor e f or the ma t e r ial fea s t  and the s oc i a l  c on t a c t s  t han 
for the al l -impor tan t  s p ir i tua l Fea s t ,  so w e p l snn ed th i s  year 
t o  mak e  i t  a s p e c ial oc c a s i on f or our Jac k s onv i l l e  B e a c h  
fr i end s who w e r e  in t e re s t e d in th e Eaha 1 i  t e a c h i ng s . Thr e e  o f  
1them a t t ended . 

Sh or tly b e f or e  the app o in t ed h ou r , G e r trude Dav i e s  ph on e d  
tha t a s old ie r , a s tran ger , had c ome to h e r  door , s h e  h 8 d  g iven 
him the Baha ' i  me s s ag e - c ou l d  s h e  b r ing him to the F e a s t ?  H e  
came - a :Mex ic an . He s tayed very mu ch w i th in h ims e l f  a t f i r s t ,  
a s  h e  l a t e r  explained no t know ing wha t  t o  expe c t ,  " wh e th e r  h e  
wa s b e ing tak en in . "  Almos t h i s  f ir s t  s ta t emen t w a s  " I n ev e r  
could a c c e p t  y our r eliF.; i on , my p eopl e a r e  Catholics . " ';'/e 
t old h im he d id n ot h av e  t o  ac c e p t anything . Dur ing the 
ma ter ia l rep a s t he b egan t o  thaw ou t ,  talkin g of h i s  home , h i s  
p e ople , h i s  w or k .  

Af terward w e  sat ar ound in a c ir c l e , eac h  i n  turn read 
the Baha ' i  selec tion from h i s  p la c e c ar d ,  then we wen t 
a r ound the c ir cl e  aga in , e a ch one explain ing their understand• 
ing of the ir pla c e card mes sage , or 

·
enlarg ing upon it . Cur 

Mex i c an f r i end would n o t r e ad un t i l he had b e en a s sur ed tha t 
h i s  do ing so would in no way bind h im to an ything . Then he 
read and asked a ques tion , foll ow ed by intell igent ques tion 
a f t e r  que s t i on ,  un t i l  f ina l l y ,  b e f or e  the e v en ing w a s  over , 
he said - I LIKE your religion , now that I understan d about it o "  
and we , as Bah a ' i s  know tha t so would everyone like our 
r eligion , if they only "unde»s t ood about it. " 

On April 2 1s t our e l e c t ed memb e r s  r ema ine d the s ame . 
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Jun e 2 4 th Fea s t , held a t  � in ifred ' s . Pr e s ent : �er tru d e  
Dav i e s , C lyde Evere t t , Mr s .  F ender ,  Ma rga r e t  Ha a s , Eula l i a  
Haa s ,  Ma bel Sawy e r , Ka thryn V e rn on ;  .Mr s . F en d e r  our h o s t e s s . 
E er s p ir i tua l F ea s t  c on s is t e d o f  s e l e c t i on s  from th e H i dden 
W or d s  pd the Gle an in � s ;  her ma t e r ia l  fea s t  c ake and a g ing er 
a l e  s oda w i th homemad e  i ce cr eam. 

Dr . Guy u s e t o  t e l l  u s  tha t e ve n  though w e  s erv ed on ly a 
g la s s  of water a n d  a t o othp i c k  in Baha 1 u 1 l l ah 1 s name , i t  w ould 
be a c c e p t ed by H im  a s  a Fea s t  in H i s  hon or . At s ome o f  our 
me e t in g s  or F ea s t s we e ven had a pun c h  b ow l  f i l l ed w i th pun c h ,  
but w i thou t  in t ox i c an t s , in ac c or dan c e  w i th the c omman d s  o f  G od 
a s  f ound w i t hin the Bah a ' i  s a cr ed w r i t ing s ;  a nd n e ver d i d  w e  
imb ib e a c oc k ta i l  o r  s ur.h on t h e  s ide • They w e r e  G od ' s  
F ea s t s , a t ime d e d i c a t e d  t o  H i s  holy memory . 

Dur ing bu s in e s s  me e t ing Mab e l  made mo t i on tha t the publ i c  
Sunday mee t ing s b e  c on t i nued thr oughout the summer a The pub l ic 
w ou l d  thus b e  reminded of t he Baha ' i  Fa i th ,  through the we ekl y 
n ewspaper n o t i c e s ,  and i t  w ou ld g iv e  t he bel i ev e r s  an oppor
tun i ty t o  turn the me e t ing h ou r  in t o  a s tudy c l a s a , .pr ovided 
no ou t s ider s a rr iv e d .  M o t i on wa s carr ied, thu s we wer e pro
v ided w i th p l en ty of s tudy t ime . I f  Fea s t  day s  fe l l  on SUndays 
w e w ould h old t hem early at 6 2 8 , then ad j ourn at 7 : 30 and over 
t o  7 07 f or t he publ i c  me et ing . Dur ing thi s y e ar W in i fr e d  
a l s o  adv er t i s e d  Tue sday n i ght inqu iry me e t ing s . 

At on e F�a s t  G e r trude Da v i e s  showed a l i t tl e  n o t e  book 
whi c h  she sa id > she alway s carr i e d  w i th her , in wh i c h  she j o t t ed 
d own nam e s and a ddr e s s e s  of tho s e s t rang er s me t on bu s � or in 
o ther plac e s  t o  whom she ha d g iven t he Baha ' i me s s a g e  a nd la t e r  
s en t  them me e t �.g n o t i ce s .  G e r t rude d i d  n o t  exp e c t t o  ha ve her 
name r e c orded he re , but her m e th od show s the p e r s ev er ing 
a t t i tude of on e of Ja c ks onv il le ' a " p ion e er " memb e r s  .. 

N o  ou t s i d e r s  c ame for t he Sunday , July 11 th me e t in g , s o-we , 
among ours e l ve s , en j oyed the b eau t i ful s e l e c t i on s  wh i ch ��lal ie 
had ch o s en on t he p ower o f  t h e  w o rd o f God , A ft erwa rd , a s  our 
h os t e s s ,  we w e r e  s erv e d  l ime ade and cake . Me e t ing wa s held on 
the p or ch o f  7 07 Pos t S tr e e t wher e , a f t e r  a sult ry da y , th e 
bre e z e s  w e r e  grea tly en j oyed - bu t  n o t  t he mo s qu it oe s .  

Sunday ,  Aug . l5 th pub l i c  me e t ing da t e  bu t n o  out s i der s ;  
th i s  t ime we h el d  a s tu dy c la s s .  F or our S e pt em ber F ea s t s  Mab e l  
c h o s e  for �11 b e au t i ful and in s tru c t i ve s el e c t i on s  fr om "The 
Di sp en s a t i on of Baha ' u ' llah . "  

· 

In Oc tob er I r e c e iv e d  a c ard fr om �  G e or g ia Ba ha ' i  a dv i s 
ing tha t one , Pa c or a  Blu e Moun t a i n , a P eruv ian o f  Inc a  anc e s try , 
wa s t o  b e  in Jack s onv i l l e  w i th th e  R ingl ing Br o th e r s  C ir cu s . 
So on O c t o be r  30th I t ook Win i fred and Lou is e  t o  the c ircus 
gr ound s and in the s id e show t en t  we l oc a t e d  Blue Mounta in w i th 
h i s  Eraz ilan g r ou p . They wer e  in the mids t of the ir a c t  when we 
en t er ed s o ,  wh il e wa i t ing ,  I sp oke t o  a very swe e t  fac e d  
y oung g ir l , Fre �da , b orn w i th ou t  l e g s , only a trunk , n o  hand s , 

and pa r t s of arms only t o  e lb ow s . Her swe e t , r e f ined mother wa s 
w 1  th her. 



4 1  

1943 

To the t en t  I had t aken a b ig ,  p r e t ty r e d ,  ju i c y  a p pl e ,  
wh i c h  wa s t o  b e  my Baha 1 i l o ve o f f e r ing t o B lue ;,loun ta in .  Bu t  
Fr e ida w on my hear t .  ·j\hen I a s ked i f  s h e  l iked ap p l e s ,  h e r  
fa c e  l ight e d  u p  a s  s he s a id " Oh ye s . "  s o  t o  h e r  m o th e r  wen t 
Blu e Moun t a in ' s  app l e  f or Fr e ida . 'lv h en I men t i on e d  I ha d 
b r ough t  the a pp l e  for Blu e  Moun t a in they t o th sm i l ed and s a id-
11 He i s  s o  k in d .  H e  i s  alwa y s  d o ing a. k indn e s s f or u s . Wh en
ever we mak e a c hang e he a l wa y s  c arr i e s  Fr e i da and he on c e  gave 
u s  h i s  r oom , when w e  c ould not f ind on e ,  and he wen t  w ithou t . "  
I t  i s  my p le a sur e t o  men t i on Pa c ora Blue � oun ta in h e r e , a s  h i s  
many k indn e s s e s  t o  a swe e t ,  un for tuna t e  g irl p r ov ed h im a. true 
Baaa ' i , l iv ing h i s  l if e  a s  Eaha ' u • l l ah wi she s us al l t o  l iv e  
our s .  

Blue Mounta in ment i oned h e  w a s  g o ing t o  S t . Augu s t ine , s o  
v i a  phon e t o  Mr s . GUy arrang ement s  w e r e  made for a Eaha ' i me e t
ing a t h e r  home , he t o  b e  the gu e s t  s p e ake r .  A c arl oad fr om 
Ja c k s onv i l l e  a l s o  g r e e t e d  h im a t  tha t me e t in g . Th e f ol l ow ing 
&m day he w a s a l s o  our gu e s t s p eaker for our S unday pub l i c  

me e t ing . In my Baha ' i  gu e s t  b ook he wr o t e  -
" It wa s a g l or iou s n igh t - Nov . ll , l9 43- thank s  t o. M i s s  V ern on . "  

Two year s l a .t e r , in Augu s t  1945 , wh i l e  in N ew York C i ty , 
I a t t ended a Baha ' i  me e t ing a t  Mr . an d  Mrs . Sa ffa K inney ' s . 

Ther e  I aga in me t B lue Moun ta in ,  an d many w e r e  the k indn e s s e s  
h e  show e d  t o  me duri ng my New York s tay . The fol l ow ing day I w a s  
h i s  lun c h e on gue s t  and when I men t i on e d  I would l ik e  t o  g o  t o  
Macy 1 s  s t or e  bu t i t  wa s p our ing and n o  taxi would s t op ,  Blue 
Mount a in s a id h e  c ould g e t me ther e  w i thout g e t t ing w e t . S o  
w e  wen t down in t o  subway, rode , c hang e d  c ar s , more r id ing and 
c hang ing unt i l  f inally we a r r iv e d  at Ma c y ' s ;  then to ra ilroad 
s ta t i on wi thou t  a dr o p  of wa t e r  t ou c h in g  my new ha t .  He kne w  
h i s  way around , t h e r e  wa s n o  d oubt bu t i t  h a d  me worry ing : 

Wha t mu s t  h i s  Inc a anc e s t or s  be think in g  o f  h im ,  trot t ing 
ar ound in tha t unwhol e s ome subway a ir rather than among the 
tr e e s  and b ird s .  An o th e r  pro o f  t ha t  h e  wa s a t rue Baha ' i .  

Among my Baha ' i  b o ok s  i s  on e gre a t l y  trea sur e d  by me , 
h i s  par t ing g if t  - a c opy of "'Ihe Chos en H ighway" by Lady 
Bl omf ie l d ,  w i thin which h e  had wr i t t en -
�To my dea r Baha ' i  fr i end M i s s  Vernon . w i th s in c e r i ty 

B lu e  M oun ta in 
N ew Y ork C ity 8/6/45 " 

Mr . Paul P e a r s a l l , Long I s l and C ity ,  N . Y . , wa s our 
gue s t  on Nov .  7 th .  an d  Mr s .  Mar ion L i t tl e ,  C ov in g t on ,  La . , wa s 
in Ja c k s on v i l l e  for a b out a w e e k  in tha t month. The t r e a sure r ' s  
r e p or t  o f  M i s s  Margar e t  Haa s b e i ng read , i t  wa s found t ha t  
8 f t e r  pay ing ou t $2 4 . 50 t o  the Wind s or H o t el , one w e ek ' s r o om 
rent f or Mr s .  L i t t l e ,  we s t i l l  had a balan c e  on hand o f  

$ 27 . 22 .  1h e  As s embl y w a s  n o t  a s ked t o  b ar e  t h i s expen s e , 
n e i th e r  by Mr s .  Li t tl e  nor the T e a ch ing C omm i t t e e , bu t  i t  wa s fe l t  
tha t i t  w ould b e  a n i c e  way t o  show our appr e c i a t i on o f  Mr s .  
L i tt l e ' s  effor t s  in b ehal f of the Jac k s onv il l e  c ommun i ty. 
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De c emb e r  1 1th Fia s t  a t  6 2 8  P o s t St . P r e sent , Win ifre d  
R i chard s , Margar e t  �aa s ,  G e r t rude Da v i e s ,  Ma b e l  Sawye r , 
Lou i s e  Fen der , Ka thryn V e rnon . S el e c t i on s  from 
" Pr omulga t i on o f  Un iv e r sal P ea c e "  were u s e d by ;} e r trude f or 
h e r  s p ir itua l pr ogra�. 

It wa s in 1 9 42 tha t C lyde M .  Ev er e t t , an is ol§ t e d  b e 
l ie v er from K ing s t on ,  N .  Y . , c ame t o  u s ,  l ikedu s , j o in e d  our 
Co��un i ty , and for ove r  e igh t mon th s he b e l onged t o  u s  wh il e 
s ta t i on e d  a t  the Ja c k s onvil l e  A ir Ba s e . Dec emb e r  8 th o f  t h i s  
year t h e  Government t ran s f e r r e d  h im t o  M i t c h e l l  F ie l d ,  Long 
I sland , N . Y . , rut he w r o t e  tha t he l ooked ba c l( wi th hap p in e s s  
t o  the t i me s p e n t  w i th the Jacks on v il l e  Baha ' i s and o f  t h e  
s p ir i tua l  hel p h e  ha d g a in ed fr om t ha t  c on ta c t . Thi s  br ought 
our membersh ip down t o  12 , tut m or e  than tha t Ja c k s on v i ll e  
r egr e t t e d  the l o s s  o f  such a f in e , s in c ere b e l i ev er . 

A happy oc c a s i on wa s when w e  we r e  abl e t o  s end in the 
name s f or enr o l lment of V..r s .  Mar i e  H ol t s  in July and Mr s .  
Es t e l l e  Hud s on in S e p t emb e r  - even though they were i s ola ted 
in Ja cks onv i l l e  B eac h .  

Our hear t s  w e r e  gr i e v e d  t o  l earn tha t M i s s  Alma Knobl o c k ,  
who ,  a t the r e que s t  o f  Dr . Guy , ha d s ome t o  Ja c k s onv il l e  in 
1 932 and r ema ined for s ev e ral mon th s b e fore our As sembly wa s 
f orme d ,  ha d suf f e r e d  a hea r t  a t t a ch the n ight of De c . 2 2 - 2 3 , 
1 943 , and paa s ed on in l e s s  than an hour .  W i th my Baha ' i  
b o oks i s  a c opy ·or " Bsha ' i Sc r ip tur e s "  wh i ch had be l ong ed t o  
M i s s  Alma and wh i c h  sh e h a d  u s ed w h i l e  in Ja c k s on v i l l e  in 
tho s e  early days - s en t  t o  me & f t e r  h e r  pa s s ing by a s i s t e r . 
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January 1 9 th F� a s t  hel d  a t  6 2 8  Po s t .  Pr e s ent : W in i fr ed 
Ri chards , Margar e t  Haa s ,  �.:ab e l  Sawye r , Lou i s e  F ende r , 
G e r trude Da v i e s ,  Kathr·yn V e rn on . After s p ir itual p r obram 
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the t r e a surer , U i s s  H aa s , rendered h e r  r e p or t ;  then Win ifred 
sugg e s t ed tha t as the 1 9 -Dat F�a s t s  are s o  impor tan t ,  p o s s ibly 
we  c ould th ink o f  s ome way t o  indu c e  the oth e r  b e l i ev e r s  to c ome 
more of t en . Ger trude sugge s ted tha t p os s ibly if di ffe ren t 
memb e r s  at  d ifferent t ime s e sp e c ial ly inv i t e d  them, it  might 
hav e de s ired e f fe c t .  Howe ve r ,  in jus t i c e t o  our a b s e n t  fr iend s 
we undoubtedly should s ta t e  tha t o f t t ime s the r e  wa s a sat is
fac t ory rea s on f or the ir a b s en c e .  

An important l e tt er fr om NSA re c e ived s in c e  our la s t  me e t 
in g  informed u s  tha t Mrs . Lor ol Schopflccher , Montrea l ,  C an . , 
would s oon be in Ja cksonv ille t o  a s s i s t  w i th our t e a c hing work.  

Phone from Orlando on Feb . 14th in formed us  tha t :v!e ta and 
H ilb er t Dahl , s e t t le r s in Cha r l e s t on ,  w .  Va . ,  woul d arr iv e in 
Jac k s onv i l l e  the foll ow L�g ev en ing w ith t ime b e twe en tra in 
c onn e c t i on s  t o  show a f ew s l ide s of our W ilme t t e  t empl e  and 
other Baha ' i sub j e c t s , if we so de s ir e d .  The� began an other 
on e of  tho s e  hurryu.p me e t ing s f or Ja cks onv il l e , ga ther ing t o
g e ther all  the fr i ends  we  c ould on s o  sh ort a not i c e .  Me e t ing 
opeGed w i th br ief talk by Mr .  Dihl , after wh i c h  s l ide s were 
expla in e d  by Mrs . Dahl a s shown , and all t o o  s oon , w i th many , 
many s l ide s s t il l  un shown , th ey had t o  ru sh t o  the de p o t .  

C n  Fe b. 26 th th e se cre tary r e c e iv e d  a ca ller from Camp 
B landing - J o s eph M .  T ierno , a N ew York C ity Baha ' i . Tw o 
SUndays l a t e r  he  c ame to our me e t ing , and ha�py w e r e  we t o  
wel c ome h im a t  other t ime s .  

When W in ifred R i chards hel d t he l�w-Huz F e a s t  a t 
her apa r tmen t ,  both Paul and Jo e we re  pre s en t , a s  wel l  a s  
Mr s .  Hud s on one o f  our new b el iever s fr 0hl the B each,  � d  f our 
n on - Baha ' is .  An exc eedin £ ly happy oc cas ion .  

On Apr il 9 th ,  1944,  there wa s inaugura te d ,  by the c ommand 
of our Guardian , Shogh i Effend i ,  the s;s t em o f  s ta t e -w ide 
e l e c t i on of del egat e s  t o  the annual Wilme t t e  CC onven t ion . Th i s  
was undoubtedly one o f  the mos t impor tan t  e ven t s  o f  the y ear ,  
inaugura t ing , a s  i t  did , a n e w  mann e r  o f  v o t ing , a new s t ep  
forward in Baha ' i  p r ogr e s s ,  chang ing fr om the prev i ou s  me thod 
of a s s embly by a s s embly e l e c t i on s  of c ommun i ty memb e r s  on ly,  t o  
thi s  s t� t e -w ide sy s t em inc luding e y ery Baha ' i  w ithin each Sta t e . 

As ye ars go  by and t he ma j or i ty o f  Fl orida ' s  p opulat i on 
b e c ome Baha ' is and a s  S ta te-w ide Baha ' i  delega t e  el e c t i on s  b e 
c ome impr e s s ive , out s tanding even t s ,  the que s t i on will undoub ted
ly ar i s e - when was the f ir s t  one held , and where? Ja cks onv i l l e  
wa s app o in t e d  by the NSA a s h ead� ar t e r s  f o r  h o l d ing th i s  f i r st 
S tate-w ide e l e c t i on ;  all Flor ida Baha ' is t o  a tt end in p er s on ,  if 
p o s s ib l e , o therw i s e  to mai l in the ir vo t e . 

Ka thryn L .  V ernon wa s de s igna t ed T emp orary Cha irman by the 
NSA and the t ime s et by them f or  11 A . M .  S unday , April 9 th.  
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The Temporary Chairman selec tad 707 Post  Stree t ,  Jacksonville , 
Florida , as  the place  of  me e t ing . Upon tnis occasion Florida 

Baha ' is were t o  selec t three  Baha ' is from among the ir registered 
member s  to a ct as delegates to the Wilmette Convent i on .  The 
number each State c ould appoint  was a s s igned by the NSA, based 
upon a percentage bas i s  of the total registered Baha ' is in each 
State . 

Present at thi s first  State-wide elec t ion :  Mi s s  Margaret  
Haas ,  Miss Gertrude Davie s ,  Mrs .  L .  B .  Fender , Mi s s  
Win ifred Richard s ,  and Kathr)� L .  V�rnon - all o f  Ja cks onville , 
and one interes ted Baha ' i  v is itor ,  Joseph M �  Tierno from New 
York C ity. 

After"Convention Call" from the N S A was read by the 
Temporary Chairman , ball ots were taken for elec t ion of a 
Permanent C ha irman and a S ecretary . This r e sulted in the ap
pointment of Win ifred Richards as Permanent Cha irman dnd 
Kathryn Vernon as Secretary . 

Meeting was then turned over to the Permanent Cha irman 
who t ook up the suggested order of procedure from the N S A ,  
beginning with the sele c ted prayer , foll owed by the r eadings . 
The Cha irman , in acc ordance with in struction s , then appo inted 

Mrs . L .  B .  Fender and Miss Gertrude Davies as teller s ,  and dur
ini the t ime the ballot s were be ing c ount ed by the t ellers in 
a separate room, the r emainder of the group read selection s  
from the Gleanings .  Tierno , having n o  right t o  cast a vote , 
as not a Florida Baha ' i , was  appointed "honorary supervi sor" 
of the t eller s .  

In this  firs t State-wide elec tion ,  ball ot s were rece ived 
from only a few of the formerly de signated " is olated" bel ievers 
( hereafter to be known as  "Florida Baha ' is ) . Many Miami be
l ievers did not vote , and no ballots st all were rec e ived from 
the St.  Augustine Assembly . In all , a total of twenty-eight 

( 28 )  ball ot s were received. One ,  contain ing only two names ,  
had to be discarded in accordance  with election ins truction s .  
From the rema ining 27 bal lots , c ontaining 3 name s each, the 
foll owing were elec ted from among Flor ida bel ievers as State 
delegates to the C en tenary Conven tion in May:  

Miss  Winifred R ichards , 
Mi ss  Ka thryn L. Vernon , 
Mrs .  Emily Bethel , 

Jacksonvill e ,  14 votes  
" 13 " 

M iami ,  Fla .  10 " 

A statement o f  ele c t ion returns ,  s fgned and certified to by the 
tellers was then ma iled by the Permanen t Cha irman , t ogether 
with all the ball ot s  wh ich had been received, to the N S A ,  
Wilmette , Ill .  Th e  same day the Secre tary sen t  the N S A her 
report  of t he meet ing . 

In order to  ga in extra •pu bl ic ity " the May 18tb. Times-Union 
•personal mention" c olumn s tated that Miss Winifred Richards , as 
delegate , and Mrs . L.  B .  F ender , as vis itor ,  were leaving that 
day for Wilmette , Ill , t o  attend the Cen tennial Convention and 
dedicati on of tb.e Wilmette Baha ' i  Temple . { I t  was necessary for 
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Kathryn to r ema in in Ja cks onville 8nd mail her v ote ) . 

Thi s  wa s a very impor tant year , the lOOth Ann iv ersary of 
the Dec lara tion of El Bab ,  the For erunner who , in 1844 , pro
c la imed the c oming of Baha ' u ' llah .  ( The Baha ' i  Faith wa s 
f irst  menti oned in Amer ica dur ing t he World ' s  Parl iamen t of 
Rel ig i on s ,  held in Chicag o ,  Ill , dur ing 1893 , in c onn e c t ion 
with the C olumbia Expo s ition .  In a 2nd-hand book s t ore one 
day I found V ol s , I and 2 -re c ords of the World ' s  Parl iamen t 
of Rel igi on s ;  Vol 1 sh owing Art Ins t i tut� where the Parliamen t 
held , Vol 2 -referen c e  to the Baha ' i Fa ith .  They seemed in ter
e s t ing , to , t> e pla c ed in rrry Baha ' i  l ibrary . There they c an be 
found . ) 

· 
Attending tha t 1944 C onven t i on wa s 

Ruhiyyih Khanum , wife of our Guardian , Shoghi Effend i .  

We were surpri sed but happy that , through n o  effor t  of 
ours , the Time s-Union c arr ied a 5-l/2" AP Chicago report re 
dedi c a t i on of our beau tiful Wilmette Temple bu il t ,  the arti cle 
s tated , " on pay a s  you g o  plan a t  a c os t  of $2 , 600, 000 . "  
True , only they should have s ta ted c o s t  of $2 , 613 , 012. and 
every penny of it dona ted by Baha 1 is , even from ac r o s s  the s ea s ,  
many who had only a mat to  s l e ep on and l it tl e  t o  eat- the ir 
g ift of l ove t o  the ir Lord. 

Winifred , who never mis sed a Nat ional C onvent i on ,  told 
how thi s  was an out s tanding one , hundreds of Baha ' i s from variou s  
c oun trie s o f  the world,  inc luding 2 1  honorary del egat e s  from 
C entral and South Amer ic a .  At a later mee t ing Lou i s e  Fender 
gave her impr e s s ion s  of her �ir s t  v i s i t  to the Baha ' i Hou s e  of 

Wor ship .  

our April 21st Jac ks onvill e  el e c t ion showed : Win ifred 
R ichards , Cha irman and Publ i c i ty ;  Ger trude Da vie s ,  V ic e - . 
Cha irman ;  Margaret Haa s , Treasurer : Ka thryn Vern on ,  Se c.reta ry . 
Other member s :  Mrs . Fender , Mrs .Har t , Mrs .  Powell , 
Mrs . Rozear , Eulal ia Haa s ,  Herbert Ba c on ,  Roll ie Merr itt , 
Mabel Sawyer who al though tran sferred by the Government to 
Wa shington ,  D . C . , des ired to rema in a member of the Jac k s on
v ille c ommunity ,  promi s ing to send in her vote s ,  and 
Horac e  McAbee ha ving j oined in Junt .  Mamie McAbee , a tran sfer 
from Georg ia in January � a total o f  14 by end of year . 

In Dec ember one person came from newspaper not i c e ,  a 
profe s sor from Univers ity of Flor ida , and with his p ermi s s i on 
we were able to place B•ha ' i  books 1n the Un iv e r s i ty l i brary . 
At tha t meeting w .  T .  Bidwell ,  Gre en ville ,  S . C . , told of wha t 
the Baha ' i  Fa ith had don e  for him . In March our gue s t  wa s Hart 
Fr iedland who s igned our gue s t  regi ster - " Ch icago , Lo s 
Ange l e s , Atlan ta . "  Luck ily we did not need t o  c onta c t  him in 
a hurry. Win i fred ' s  a fternoon inqu iry c la s s e s  were un-
attended by the pub l i c  at large . 

Win ifred was our Naw-Ruz hoste s s  and there , at  628 Po s t ,  
we were happy t o  have with u s  two Baha ' i  s oldi ers , Joseph M .  
T iern o ,  N .Y. C �y , and Paul Pear sal , Long I sland C ity , N . Y. , 
but our group did n ot s e em quite  right withou t  Mabel Sawyer , 
then working in Wa sh ington , D . C .  
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Mrs .  Fender was our sp ir itua l I eader and hos t e s s for the 
July Fea s t .  A few day s before Fea s t  t.he ·se c r e ta ry r e c e ived " 
phon e call from her , wan ting t o  kn ow i f  Secre tary would c ome 
a f ter her and an i c e  craam fre ezer on Fea s t  nigh t . ·rhe thought 
of an i c e  c ream fre ezer at a 19-Day Fea s t  s ounded extremely in
tere s t ing , s o  throwing c au t i on t o  tha wind s 1n c onn e c t i on wi th 
" 2-gall on s• pe r-we ek ga sol in e  ra t i on " , . the an swer wa s " ye s " 
and Fea s t  night saw u s  w i th d i sh e s p i l ed high w i th homemade 
ic e c r e am. An other Baha ' i  spi r i  tua 1 a�d ma ter ia l Love F'e a s t . . \ 

To our Augu s t  l s t  Fea s t , held at home Vi a s  Marga re t Haa s ,  
Barrs Stree t ,  came S ohayl c .  Hanr. en , Wil.me tte , Il l ,  who se 
great aun t ,  � i s s  Alma Knobloch came to Ja cks onv i l l e  in 1932 
and r ema ined some t ime . I t  wa s a plea sure t o  hav e Sohayl w i th 
u s .  Tha t he wa s a s inc ere P�ha ' i  n o  one .  c ould doubt , he 
rad ia ted such pl ea sure a t  be in g  on c e  mo�e· in the mi d s t  of 
Baha ' i  a c t i v i t i e s . 

The middl e  of Augu_�tt a l e t ter ca::ne to Secretary from 
Aunt ie V i c tor i a  ( Mr s . Bedek ian ) As l e tter wa s sea led , I fel t 
pre tty sure there wa s a spe c ial me s sage . in s ide . :h i s  t ime a 
$1 . 00 bill rol l ad ou t .  At the fir s t  foll owing Fea s t  I read 
the talk Abdu ' l  Bah& gave at the N ew Yo�k Bowery Mi s s i on ,  
when he handed to each one a si lver doll�r . Then Aun t i e  
V i c tor ia ' s dol l a r  wa s pres en t e d ,  t o  be u s e d  a s  a ���t • Em!  for 
a fund t o  h el p  the poor and n e edy . I t  w�s a very l oving 
thought and g i ft from a very s in c ere Saba\� i .  

Our Augus t  20th Fea s t  da te fell upon a Sunday but 
Gertrude wan ted t o  bring a Mr s . Some body wh� seemed in teres ted 
in l ea rn in g  more , al s o Se cretary had me t s ome body who seemed 
of an inqu iring mind . So we turned our Fea s t  in t o  a mee t ing 
in order to pa s s  the Baha ' i me s sage on to two 1 who kn ew very 
l i ttle a bout 1 t . Ha s not Abdu ' l  Eaha told U: a ,::.tha t " Every day 
wh ich man Pt saea in the men t i on of G od ,  the ' d1::.tfu a i on of the 
Fragran c e s  o :· God and call ing the peopl e to 1�h�., K ingdom of 
God , that day is hi s fea st . "  R e fre shmen t s  were'. 'afterward 
serv ed , to c reate a fr iendly reel ing . Ha ppy :to re-port ,  the 
c on ver sa t ion all c on t inued to revol·.r e  a round the 13aha ' i 
revela t ion . ' 

' 
I t  was our inten t i on to ob s erve Sept . Bth Feta s t.. a.t 

Gertrud�s but Xr . H ora c e  McAbe e , our n ewe s t memb er , *� s to g o  
s oon to h ospital for ser i ou s  opera t i on s  and l'l e  wan ted \exce ed
ingly to par t i c i pa t e  in a Eaha ' 1 Fea s t ,  or aa.cra men t ,  be fore 
he wen t . So Fea s t  wa s changed t o  707 Po s t ,  tha t loc a t i on be ing 
the heare s t  for him. Bu t  on Fea s t  n ight Mr s �; Y.am�e M cAb'ee 
appeared a l one , Mr . McAbee too ill t o  c ome , ao for him wen t our 
heal ing prayers . ' 

. ' ' 
In N ovember we onc e  a gain enj oyed a ha ppy ge,;t - t oge ther 

w i th Win ifred , a fter her · l ong summer vaca t i on •  ' 

. Aa the ma j or i ty or people are n ot . eager : to search for the 
"l ight " , although s ev eral ha ve said they pre fer n o� to b e  out 
in the dark , i t  wa s d e c i ded to change the re�lar weekly mee t-

\ 
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ing s  from Sunday even ing to 4 o ' c l ock Sunday afternoon s .  It 
was a l s o  de c ided to c on clude our Sunday ga therings w i th a t ea ,  
to spread the feel ing of Baha ' i  un i ty and fr iendship . 

Among several Fea s t s  held at  Gertrude Dav ie s '  wa s one on 
Nov . 23rd . Pre sen t : Mrs . Huds on from Jacksonv ill e Beach,  Gertrude , 
Lou ise Fender , Win i fred Richards , Margar e t  Haa s ,  Ka thryn Vern on 
Dur ing bu s in e s s  s e s s i on M i s s  Haa s  gave repor t  of money in 
trea sury and from the funds a che ck was given f or flowers to b e  
s ent to  Mr s .  Franc e s  � Guy , wh o wa s then seri ously i l l  in a 
St . A ugus t ine Ho sp ita l .  

I t  was a l s o  dec ided t o  s e e  i f  we c ould g e t  9 Chr i s tma s 
s tocking s from the Red Cros s ,  to fill for near by recuperating 
war soldier s .  

After c on clus ion of our mee ting Gertrude t ook us all to 
the "Fre sh Ma id Food Products"  r e s tuarant where we had a grand 
t ime s it t ing on s tool s ,  watching them make the ir famou s 
donut s  whi c h  we afterward en j oyed wi th c offe e ,  hamburger s , et c . 

The wa itre s s  c ompl imented Gertrude on the "nice  l ook ing lad i es "  
she had brought wi th her ,  whereupOn Ge.Ittrude laughed and sa id 
she would tell her all about them a t  s ome future time . We know 
Gertrude , s o  we were sure she did not l os e  her opportunity to  
spread the news tha t wi thin the c i ty of Jac ks onville people 
were l iving known as Baha ' i s .  

The bus ine s s  port ion of our Dec ember
· 

12th Feas t  wa s de
voted to f i l l ing 9 red or green tarle ton Chr i s tma s s t ocking s ,  
furni shed by the Ameri can Red C ro s s ,  wh i ch were la ter given t o  
re turned War Veterans in near� hospital s . Pre sent a t  thi s  
F�as t  were - Mrs .  Huds on from Jacksonv ille Beach , Ger trude 
Da vie s ,  Win i fred Richards , and K a thryn Vernon . 

At the reque s t  or the Amer i can Red Cross �o each stock
ing w en t  candy , nut s ,  orange ,  wash c l oth ,  package of play ing 
cards , a pocke t - s ize s tory b ook , c igarettes  and matche s .  Hoping 
the wounded veterans might w i sh for s ome thing to satisfy a 
deeper l onging than c ould mys t ery s t or i e s , into each sto cking 
al s o ,  from the Jacksonvill e Baha ' is ,  wen t a l ittle blue booklet 
of Baha ' i truths , a Templ e postal c ard, and a Chr i s tma s 
gree t ing c ard. 

Al though thi s  inc iden t refeas only to  the stockings and 
not to the F�a s t  it i s  interes t ing .to note tha t  when Secretary 
re turned s tockings to the Red Cro s s  and gave name of organiza
t i on the lady at re c e i v ing desk l ooked up and sa id, " oh , y e s , 
I know . " Secre tary was thinking - "Well , a t  lea st  one Jackson
v ille per son has seen n ewspaper notices even though they do n ot 
c ome t o  mee t ing s " , when again the lady ( Mr s . Wolfe , from N ew 
York C ity ) spoke : " I  have two daughters who are Baha ' i s . "  
S o  Secre tary told of l ittl e blue book s  in s t ocking s , to see i f  
permis sible , and the reply wa s - " I think it was a l ovely idea , 
the t eaching s are so  beau t iful . "  
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As the year 1944 draws to an end our thought s turn ba ck 
to our N o v .  26 th Sunday me e t ing ; Win ifred R i chards , speaker . 
SUb j e c t ,  Abdu ' l  Eaha , the C en t e r  of the C o venan t . Pr e s ent , 
5 Baha ' i s and one fr i end . At 6 o ' c l ock , whi l e  we were c l o s ing 
our 4 P . M .  me e t ing a man c ame to door in s ea c h  of me e t ing s , s o  
w e  brough t  h im in , W in ifr ed began pra c t i c al ly all ov er aga !A ,  
and n o  one l e ft un t i l  7 .  OUr cal l e r  wa s a pol i shed gen t l eman ,  
said h e  ha d  trav e l led pra c t i c al ly all over w orld , Holy Lan d ,  
e t c . , had s e en our Wilme t t e  Temple many t im e s  while pa s s ing by , 
wan ted to l e arn more . H e  t ook s everal bookl e t s  and wa s l oaned 
a " N ew Era " , saying he w ould be glad t o  read it and would 
pr o bably be abl e to s t op s ome afternoon as hi s work often 
carr i ed him b y .  As I wa s  n o t  home dur ing day , he wa s re ferred 
to Win ifred ' s  addre s s . We found out later he wa s a min i s ter 
w i th a Chur ch out s ide of the c i ty .  Another my s tery ! !  Why-
Why do Min i s t er s  c on t inue t o  deny the Lord? 

At 4 o ' clock the Dec . 3l s t Spir i tua l Fea s t  w a s  held a t  
707 Po s t ,  then a t  6 : 30 all t o  W in i fred ' s  a s  her suppe r  gue s t1 .  
Among tho s e  pr e sen t - Mr s .  Hud s on fr om Ja cks onvil l e  B each, 
Dr . and Mr s .  Bidwell of Gre env i l l e , s . c . ,  and aga in · our two 
Bana ' i soldier s  - T ierno and Pear sall - and s o  ended ., another 
year . 

some o f  thi s  ye ar ' s  day s  were very happy , l ik e  the on e a 
l et t er came from Manue l L .  Lut z , Sqdn_ T-3 AAF Ba s e , a sk ing for 
explanat i on s  to s ome Baha ' i  qu e s t ion s  to wh ich he had never 
b e en able to f ind answer s .  I wvo t e  a s  my hear t d i c ta t ed , 
hop ing t o  be of s ome h el p .  La t e r  came an other l e t t e r ,  thi s  
t ime pos tmarke d Camp P in e dal e ,  Fre s c o ,  C a l i f . w i th thank s  
for t he • explanat ion s. wh i ch no o ther Baha ' i had e ver g iven" 
and whi ch , h e  wrot e ,  had shown h im the l ight .  so he h�d 
wr i t t en the NSA ( a s  he WL s  i s ola ted ) tha t  he de s ired to b e c ome 
a regis tered Baha ' i . How ble s se d  are tho s e  wne hold s omething 
hidden w ithin the ir hear t s  which l eads them t o  the truth 
of the Ligh t .  

As the year s g o  on we c an only keep trying , hop ing and 
know ing tha t in s ome· way and a t  s ome t ime t ho s e  whom Baha 1 u 1 l l ah 
de s i r e s  for H i s  v ery own will s ear ch and f ind Him .  

Onc e  mor e ,  inFebruary , Mr s .  Lorol Schopflocher came t o  
Ja cksonv il l e , rema in ing f or two mee t ing s and a 19-Day Feas t ,  
before cont inu ing her tr ip to Na s sau . When a sked if she wa s 
ag a in g o in g  t o  show u s  some o f  her int ere s t ing mot i on travel 
p i c ture s ,  she repl ied - " Some th ing 8 e t t er thi s t ime , word 
p i c ture s . •  How n i c e  i t  w ould b e  i f  we c ould pa in t  
such b e aut i fu l  •word p i c ture s "  of Baha ' u ' l lah that our l ove for 
H im would c l early shine through , s o  all would hav e  to say -
" Sh e  bel i eve s it w i th al l her hear t - I t  mu s t  b e  true - I w i l l  
inv e s t iga te . " 
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As a new year begin s ,  we often w onder how it will end ; 
what s e rv i c e s  for Baha ' u ' llah wil l the love w i thin our hear t s  
show forth . 

In F ebruary the Na t i onal Library C ommi t t e e , a t  our requ e s t ,  
pre s ented the Un iv ers i ty o f  Florida , Ga in e svi ll e , w ith c op i e s  
o f  Baha ' u ' llah and the New Era , World Order o f  Eaha ' u ' llah ,  
Some A n swered Q.ue s t ion s ,  and a v olume of the Baha ' i  C en tenary 
r e c ord. During th i s  year a l s o  the " World Order Magaz in e "  
wa s  pla c ed in thr e e  o f  t he J a cksonv i l l e  publ i c  l i brar ie s ,  a l s o  
the Ja cks onv ill e  B ea ch l i brary, for on e year each. 

OH Apr i l  21 s t  each year , as the 9 duly formerly e l e c t ed 
A s s embly member s c omple ted the ir e l e c t ed t e rm ,  Jac k s onvi ll e  �ga in 
held i t s annual e l e c t i on t o  choo s e  9 bel i evers from the c i ty ' s  
membership l i st whom the vot er s  fel t qua l i fied t o  f il l  the p o s i 
t i on s  a s member s of the As sembly for t h e  c oming year -
Apr il 21 s t  to April 21 s t  - vo t in g  b y  s e cre t ballot , no e l e c t i on
e er ing permitted. 

By our 1 945 el e c t ion Win ifred R ichards wa s appoin ted to a c t  
a s  Cha irman ; G er trude Davie s ,  V i c e- Cha irman :  Margare t 
Haa s ,  Tr e a surer : Ka thryn V e rnon , ·te�.���; other As s embly 
memb e r s  - Herbert Bac on ,  L .  B .  Fende r ,  Eula l i e  Haa s , Mr s .  
Sylvanus H.  Har t , & Mr s .  A .  M .  Powell , Other commun i ty memb er s ;  
Mrs .  Pearl Rozear , Ma bel Sawyer ( in Wa shington ) ,  Mr s . Mami e  
McAbe e ,  H ora c e  McAbe e , Holl ie Merr i t t , and a tran s fer from 
N ew York C i ty in N ov ember , Mis s C la irn el C oll in s , brought out 
membe r ship by end of 1945 up t o  1 5 .  

During thi s  year al s o  Mr s .  Guy , Win ifred and Ka thryn were 
appo in ted by N SA on the Reg i onal Tea ching C ommi t t e e . Mr s . Guy and 
Win i fred worked fa ithful ly , trav ell�g to ful f il the ir duty , but 
Kathryn , ah me , wa s of n o  help , t ied down t o  Ja cksonvi ll e home 
dut i e s .  

Throughout the year the 19-Day Fea s t s  were regul s rly ob serv ed ,  
the var iou s  Baha ' i s tak ing turn s in ac t ing a s  h o s t e s s  and/or 
prepar ing the spir i tual programs .  The s e  were happy ev en t s .  

Ger trude , a s  hos te s s , s tarted the year off for u s  1n fin e  
shape with a 19 -Da y  Fta s t  supper c el ebrat ion a t the Ma in S tre e t  
Donut Shop , s p i r i tual program foll owing a t  her home . 

Mis s Margaret Haa s  pre s ided dur ing our spir itual program 
4 P M Sunday , February 18th a t  707 Po s t .  Of spe c ial in t er e s t  a t  
this mee t ing wa s a o a�d of gre e t ing - " J oyou s gre e t ings" and 
"Hearty W i she s "  - s o  the me s sage rea d ;  ma iled t o : u s  from the 
N S A  of the Baha ' i s of � Iraq , the b1i!ibplac e of the Baha ' i  Fa ith , 
in c ommemora t ion of our lOOth Ann iv e r sary . How bl e s sed ea ch 
Baha ' i  i s  - knowing tha t we hav e  fr iendly fr i ends all over the 
world. 

· One day Gertrude Da vie s  d&c ided a brill i'an t·  1dea -�liad p opped 
Up!; �, b,er .J;l.ea�- t"" _tO;. �al� · � K��7�V.z c eLabra t ion at the W indsor 
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Hotel , each Baha ' i  t o  pay for h i s  own and for h i s  inv i ted gue s t ' s  
d inner s .  Tha t Ho tel wa s on e of Ja cks on v i ll e ' s  early landmark s , 
an ar i s tr o c ra t i c  l ooking s t ruc tur e , i t s  broad v enando fa c ing 
Hemm ing Park , a block square park in the c en t e r  of the c i ty ,  a 
bu ilding wh i ch s e emed t o  i�re s s  y ou w i th the fac t  tha t 
Ja cks on v i l l e  Q.ad s ome thlng n oble t o  o ffer . Long s in c e  ha s i t  
b e en t orn down , the b l oc k  turned in t o  o ther u s e s ,  on e - a 5&10i 
s t ore , " a  s i gn of pr ogre s s" s o  the c i ty fathers t e l l  u s .  
We a r e  glad w e  hel d s e ve ral Baha ' i  me e t ing s  in the Winds or Hot e l , 
9nd in 19 45 our Naw-Ruz Fea s t .  

Dinner was s e rv e d  a t  8 P M  t o  e ight Baha ' i s and f iv e  gue s t s  
and w a s  grea t ly en j oyed b y  all , even the s oldi e r  b oy whom 
Gertrude brought from th e Army R e c rea t i on C en ter and who ran off 
imme d ia tely a ft e r  h i s  d e s sert . The re s t  s t ayed for the Baha ' i  
me e t ing f oll ow ing , held in on e of the Hotel parl or s .  W in ifr ed 
had c op ied Baha ' i  sel e c t i on s  upon sma ll c ards wh ich were pa s s ed 
around and as each read the ir c ard they or s ome one e l s e  
expla in e d  the mean ing . It wa s a happy t ime f or all , a N aw-Ruz 
t o  be r emembered . 

I t  wa s an unu sual even t  when , on May 1 6 th ,  Mr s � Huds on and 
Mr s .  Hol t z  from Ja ck s onville Be a c h ,  Ger t rude Da vie s ,  Margare t 
Haa s , Lou i s e  Fender and Kathryn Vern on tro t t ed over t o  Win i fred ' s  
t o  l i s ten w i th h er t o  the Baha ' i  8 PM on e-hal f hour broadca s t ,  
over WJHP .  In the pa s t  WJAX had dona ted two 15-minute braad-
c a s t s  but in thi s war year of 1 945 we found all rad i o  t ime 
engaged far in advanc e ,  and W1n1frad felt exa l t e d  when WJHP 
final ly consen t e d  t o  g iv e  u s  the one -hal f  hour - for a pr i c e .  
We rec e iv e d  too short not i c e  o f  our l i s t ing t o  adve r t i se the 
broadca s t  in paper s ,  but the Sta t i on gave us a f in e  in trodu c • i on ,  
w i th ann ounc emen t a t  the c on c lu s i on tha t  i t  wa s  a tran s cr i p t i on 
by NSA of the Baha ' i s of Amer i c a  and Canada , under au s p i c e  of 
the Ja cks on vi ll e  Baha ' i  A s s embly , then fo l l owed mus i c of a ra ther 
mar t ia l  s tra in . Then we l i s ten ed t o , h ow •world Order i s  the 
G oal " - a tran s c r i p t i on from the Sa n Fran c i s c o  S e cur i ty C onferen c e  
o f  the Grea t Pea c e C onfe ren c e  of Nat ion s and Rel ig i on s ,  in c lud
ing a Baha ' i  me s sage g iven by the C a l i forn i a  At torney Gen eral an d 
other prominen t  s peaker s .  To u s  i t  wa s a momen t ou s  holy half-
hour , well worth the $37 . 00 we had t o  pay for i t ,  but we know not 
whe ther anyon e e l s e  in the c i ty l i stened in , it wa s n e ver men 
t i oned t o  u s  by any out s i de r , n e i th e r  did new inqu irers c ome t o  
the me e t ing s  b e cau s e  o f  i t .  

Wi th exc e p t i on o f  short summe r  va c a t ion peri od ,  new s paper s 
c arr ied weekly n o t i c e s  of our regular Sunday pub l i c  me e t ing s .  
During par t of year t hey wer e held in even ins- , then changed t o  
4 o ' c l ock Sunday a ftern o ons , t o  s e e  i f  c hange o f  t ime w ould 
in c r ea s e  a t t endanc e , after which tea wa s s erve d .  we h'l d to c ome 
t o  c on c lu s i on tha t Ja c k a onv i l l 1an s spen t  the i r  Sunda7 af ter
noon s  at the B each , 18 mile s away ,  wa shing away the i r  s in s  in 
the Atlan t ic oc ean . 
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A Wedne sday even ing s tudy and i nqu iry c la s s  held by 
W in i fr e d  8nd open to all wa s also  regularly adv ert i s ed . Dur ing 
the year only a v ery f ew t ime s did s trang e r s  appear . 

Pub l i c  meetings dur ing the year w e r e  held a t  7 07 P o s t  S t . 
On Apr i l  1 5 th John Adr ian V erheev en , from Miami , was our s p e ak· 
e r . H i s  sub j e c t  - " Sp ir i tual E volu t i on . "  We pla c ed n ewspaper 
not ic e s ,  we p er s onally in vi t ed fr i ends . onl y  on e in vi t ed out 
s ider c ame . Vis i t ing Baha 1 i s were a lway s  gladly wel comed .  
M i s s  Cla irn e l  Coll in s  wa s our N ov . 25th speaker . 

When out s ide inquirers pre s ent and no Baha ' i  vi s it or s , then 
Winifred 8nd Ka thryn took turns throughou t the years ,  b e l i ev
ing tha t Baha 1 u 1 l lah would pre fer a p oor a t t empt rather than 
no A t tempt a t  a ll . 

An ot h e r  year w i th so  l i t t l e  a c c ompl i shed . We wondered 
whe ther our feebl e  a ttempts  at servic e had been a c c eptable to 
Baha ' u ' llah . We only knew that it  we con t inued s teadfa s t  in 
our lov e f or Him ,  l o vingly do ing our bi t day by day a s  oppor
tun ity pre sented , through c on t inued s tudy to the better prepare 
our s elve s for the broader ac t iv i t i e s  which would ev en tual ly 
c ome 1n the years ahead and then , through prayer ,  draw cl oser 
to Him,  that renewed c ourage and increa s ed knowledge would be  
ours ,  f or such i s  the promise f or a l l  who truly l o ve and ar is e  
t o  ser ve Hi s Cau s e . 
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Another year 1n which to s erve our Lord . For our January 
Fea s t  Gertrude wa s our hos tess  a t  Thomp s on ' s  Restauran t , 
5- Point s , two bl ocks away ,  then all t o  Win ifred ' s , 628 Post st . , 
for our sp iri tual program . At o ther t ime s var ious bel ievers 
ac ted as  ho s t e s s  or t ook charge of the spir i tual program. To 
the se  Fea s t s  have of ten c ome Mr s .  Huds on and Mr s .  Hol t s , our 
bel iever s ,  l i ving 18 mil es  away . Surely thi s  b ears w i tn e s s  
tha t the words o f  Baha ' u ' llah do have the power to attrac t and 
to  hold . 

At thi s  January Fea s t  a letter wa s read received from John 
Eichenauer I I I ,  a Baha ' i  then stat ioned w ith the u . s . Army 
oc cupa tional for c e  in Germany , in whi ch he told of the n e ed of 
both food and c l othing by the Frankfort Baha ' is .  It was voted 
that the Jackson ville Commun ity send a boa of gro ceries to our 
German friends . Win ifred Ri chards and Holl ie Merr i t  were 
selec ted to buy the prov i s ions and a ttend to the ma il ing , the 
money to c ome from our trea sury ac c ount ,  box t o  b e  a s  large as  
Po stal author i t ie s would ac cept , to c onta in a s  many c on c en trated 
foods as poss ible , in order to save spa c e ;  box of c lothing to be 
s en t  at a later da te . 

At our March 2nd Fea st Win i fred gave report . She and Merr itt 
went on the ir shopp ing tour and c arefully , s o  they thought , 
e s t imated the we ight of each article b ought , so package would not 
exc eed the Gov ernmen t regula t i on s  of 1 1  lbs . When packag e ,  al l 
n i c ely packed and wrapped , wa s taken to pos toff ic e  it wa s found 
to we ight 12 lb a . , s o  back home it had to b e  taken , wrapp ings 
t orn ,  some port ion taken out and placed in separate package . 
Then back to postoff i c e  they went onl y  t o  have sec ond pa·ckage 
refused on the ground tha t l e t ter from E ichenauer had already 
be en s tamped by Pos t  Offi c e  end a separate reque s t  wa s n e eded 
a s  the ir author ity for each pac kage . sen t . So second pa c kage wa s 
taken bac k  home , to awa i t  a s ec ond le tter from John . Package 
s en t  c onta ined c offee , tea , canned t ongue , soup , muffin mix , 
shelled nut s ,  c oc oa ,  soup mixe s ,  Junket mix , Royal pudding ,  
powdered milk, dried apricots ,  e t c .  Parcel post charge - $1 . 28 . 

A t  thi s March Fea s t  a $1 . 50 check wa s handed to Secretary ,  
t o  ma il t o  Pub l i shing C ommi ttee , c over ing a year ' s  subs cr ip t i on 
of the "World Order" magaz ine to b e  sent to the Jax . Beach 
l i brary , subsc ript ion s  for the three c i ty l ibrari e s  hav ing 
pre viou sly b e en s en t  in . 

On Saturday even ing March 18th· we were privil eged to have 
with us Mr . and Mr s .  Wm. deForge of Engl ewood , N . J . We had n o  
t ime t o  advert i s e  or plan a spec ial meeting , so b r i e f  wa s the 
t ime between notice  of their coming and arrival . Baha ' i s  and 
fr iends reacha ble by phone were notified and the few who c ame 
greatly en j oyed h i s  heart-to-heart talk . Early next morn ing 
they left for M iami and Cuba. bu t  with the pr o� s e  o f  a return 
v i s i t  1n thre e  weeks and they made good the ir prom i s e  on Apri l  
7 th , a well adverti sed mee t ing but n o  ou t s ider s were attrac ted.  
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In March Mrs .  Dav id Earl ( Joy H ill Earl ) ,  from C l eveland , 
Oh i o ,  an a ttrac t i ve ,  talented young Baha ' i , very a c t ive in 

B aha ' i  teaching work for several year s ,  spen t thre e  days in 
Ja cksonv ille . On the 3rd she addr e s s ed a Sunday afternoon me e t
ing at  707 Pos t , then f i ve memb e r s  of the Jacksonville Assembly 
went w i th her to Mrs .  Har t ' s  where Mrs . Hart had a s s embled 
seven fr iends . Joy spoke beau t i fully. Although we were not 
with Joy in the even ing we afterward learn ed tha t s h e  had me t with 
a group of 30 young negroes  at Mrs .  Hart ' s , to  whom she talked of 
the Baha ' i  way of living un til one AM. 

April 28th came , a Fea s t  a s  wel l  a s  a publ ic mee t ing da te . 
Very seldom out siders c ome t o  our publ ic me e.t ing s but a s  a pre
caution it was de cided to hold our Fea s t ·· at four o 1 clock. In 
order not to retard pub l i c ity , a regular me e t ing not i c e  wa s 
pla c ed 1n newspape r .  Five B aha ' i s wer e  present . We were 
about t o  begin our sp ir itual program when two strangers came , 
recent Jacks onvill e arrival• and the ir first Baha ' i mee t ing .  
They made the s tatemen t - they fel t there wa s nothing the Churches 
c ould g ive them, they thought perhap s  they c ould f ind it  1n the 

Baha ' i  teachings . She had been study ing Rosecruc ian bel ief s ,  
He use to b e  a C ongrega t ional mini ster but in terest•d in all 
rel ig ion s  and had studi ed pra c t i cally a l l  of them, so he sa id . 

They knew prac t ically nothing about the Baha ' i  teachings ;  a sked 
many que st ions and s e emed to be truly searching . They were in 
no hurry to l eave , s tayed until qui t e  late , and promi sed t o  c ome 
again . !hey mu s t  have l os t  the ir way . 

V ia State elect i on Mrs . Che ster M . Da v i s on ,  Jr . ,  Miami , 
Win ifred Richards and Kathryn V ernon were el e c ted delegates from 
Flol"ida to the National C onven t i on in W ilme tte . As usual , 
Winifred per s onally carr ied her vote . As usual , Ka thryn ' s 
vote had t o  go via ma i l . 

our April 2 1 s t  election in s tall ed Win ifred Ri chards as 
Chairman , C lairnel C ol l in s ,  V ic e- C ha irman ,  Loui se Fender ,  
Trea surer , G ertrude Dav i e s , Margare t  Haa s ,  Eulal ia Haa s ,  
Roll ie Merr i t t , Mrs .  Powel ).. , Kathryn Vernon , Secretary . N o  
one ever seemed an xi ous t o  do the secre tar ial work. A total 
membership of 15 . 

In May Cla irnel C ollin s  marr ied Wm .  Henry Strother a . She 
w i shed a Baha ' i  c eremony but as Ja ckson ville wa s not inve sted 
with such author ity , a ci vil marriage c eremony took pla c e , then 
to Win ifred ' s , 628 Post Stree t ,  where - 1n the mi dst of 
beaut iful flower s  and c an dl e s  - the marriage Tabl e t  and prayer s  
wers read and t h e  Baha ' i  wead ing s erv i c e  held, followed by a 
re cept i on and rerre shment s  - all a loving servi c e  from �1ni fr ed 
to the bride - a mos t  fes tive occas i on ,  the fir s t  of the k ind 
1n Jacksonville.  

Wini fred was hos te s s  for June 5th F•a s t ,  held a t 628 Po st . 
Pre sen t :  Clairnel C ol l in s  Strothers ,  Margare t Haa s ,  Loui s e  
Fender , ( In charge spir ital program ) , Ka thryn .Vernon . Several 
letters fron NSA were read , al s o  one from the Phillipin e s , the 
w;r. iter s ta t ing she was a Baha ' i  and a sked for c l othing�, for 
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family . As we did n ot kn ow the wr i t e r  i t  wa s thought be s t  t o  
s end le t t e r  t o  the NSA , wh i ch s ec r e tary wa s re que s ted t o  do . 

W in i fred l e f t  Jac k s onv i l l e  the midd l e  o f  June for N ew York 
s ta t e , wh e r e  she a lway s  spen t  thre e  o r  four months each year 
" en j oy ing "  herse l f ,  so th i s  wa s her la s t  Ja c k s onvi l l e  Fea s t  
un t il fal l . 

Jun e 2 4 th Fea s t ; held at 7 07 Po s t ,  w i th Lou i s e  Fender in 
charge of spiri tual pr ogram , Cl a i rn e l C ollin s  Strother s , ho s te s s . 
On ly thre e  of u s  att ended ; Gertrud e , one of our v e ry fa ithful , 
s i ck in b e d  w i th hard c old . 

C la irnel Str other s  wa s in charge of July 1 3 th Fea s t , Lou i se 
Fender , hos t e s s . 

We re ce iv ed invi ta t i on from Mrs . Es telle Hud s on t o  c el e bra te 
Augus t  1 s t F�a s t w it h  her " if we cared t o" , so we pa cked our 
Baha ' i j itney full and happ ily wen t  t o  her Jac ks onv ill e Bea ch home . 

With Gertrude a s  hoste s s  we en j oyed a suppe r  a t  "Wood i e ' s  
Plac e "  on Pearl St re e t for our Sept . 27 th Fea s t- s ix . pre s en t . 
Aft er suppe r  we went t o  Ger trude ' s  home , she a c t ing a s  our l e ader 
for spi r i tual pr ogram ; di scu s s i on per i od pre s ided over by 

C la irn e l ,  Vi c e-Cha irman . It wa s then d e c ided to hold fir s t  fall 
public me e t ing at 4 Sunday a f t ernoon , O c t ober 26th. Clairne l  
took n o t i c e s  t o  newspaper s .  

Weekly publ ic mee t ings throughou t the year were held a t  7 07 
Po s t . T o  t he Oc t . 20th me e t ing came Mr s .  Emma l e e  R i c e ,  a Baha ' i  
from Hamil t on , Ma s s . ,  who t old u s  of her home there turned in t o  
a Baha ' i  Cen t er .  

I well re call the fir s t  publ i c  me e t ing &tt e r  Win ifr ed 
re turned in the fall from her summer vaca t ion , how ni c e she l o oked 
in her l ittl e new hat w i th i t s  pre t ty red r o s e s , and h ow happy 
we were tha t  a l l  the summe r  wander e r s  wer e aga in 1n Ja cksonville . 

Shor tly a f ter her b e turn she a t t en ded a Sa turday and Sunday 
Regi onal Teaching C onferen c e  1n Atlan ta ,  Ga . I did n o t hear from 
her as s oon a s she return e d ,  whi ch wa s unusual� : as she u sua l ly 
wanted t o  c ome r ight ov e r ,  and then we �ould talk for hour s .  
When I phoned h e r  vo i c e  sh oc ked me , i t  sounded s o  weary _ and far 
away ,  ao we talked l i t tl e ,  al though she did say she had n o t e s  in 
her b ook and a s  soon a s  she fel t able t o  g e t  them toge the r ,  she 
would tell me al l ab ou t  the coavent i on .  She c ompla in ed o f fe e l ing 
so very t ired. 

Ab ou t two we eks later she c ame Sunday afternoon t o  7 07 Po st ,  
1n order t o  mee t  a vi s i t ing Baha ' i . She phoned me a fte rward tha t 
when she reached home it  wa s all she c ould do t o  get � p , the 
sta irs and tha t she h a d  gon e  immediat ely t o  b ed .  A few days 
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� fter tha t she phoned reque s t ing me to ple a s e  a s k  o ther s not to 
c ome t o  see her ,  as she wa s too  ill .  Shortly ther eafter her 
s is ter- in- law , Mr s .  George H. Ri chards , and n i e ce ,  Mrs .  Wm. E . ( Jr . ) 
Young ( El i zabe th Young ) in s i s ted tha t Winifred b e  mo ved t o  the ir 
h ome , where everything p o s s ibl e wa s don e  for her c omfor t .  

Our De cember 31 s t  Fea s t  wa s held a t  707 P o s t .  Pre s ent -
Mrs .  Huds on and Mr s .  Holtz from t he Bea ch ,  Gertrude Dav ie s ,  
Loui se  Fender ( hos tess ) and Ka thryn , tut i t  wa s not a very j oyful 
gather ing , kn owing of Win ifred ' s  serious illne s s  and tha t  we 
were powerl e s s  t o  hel p .  All we c ould do wa s to pray. 

And s o  ended the year 1946 . 



56 

1947 \ 

It wa s about 6 o ' clock of thi s  N ew Year ' s  even ing , 
Wedne sday , January 1 s t ,  when Mr s .  El izabeth Young ( Mrs . Wm . B .  
Young , Jr . )  phor.ed tha t  W in i£r ed wa s n o t  expe c ted t o  l ive  through 
the n ight .  At 1 : 30 P M January 2nd she aga in phoned -
Winifred had l e ft us , after an illne s s  of s ev eral weeks . They 
asked us  t o  hold funeral s er vi c e s  a t 4 o ' cl ock on th� 3rd ,  a s  
they knew that wa s Win ifred ' s wish . Servi c e s  were conduc ted by 
Mi s s  Margaret Haa s and Kathryn , the body was then forwarded t o  
New York for bur ial . 

For almo s t  ten years Winifred l ived among us and n ever onc e  
did she negle ct an oppor tun ity t o  b e  o f  s ervi c e  t o  Eana 'u ' llah . 
We feel sure Me never had a more willing ser van t .  She\ on c e  t old 
me tha t it took her s ix yea r s  of c ons tan t  reading and studying 
before she realized the truth of the Baha ' i  Rev ela ti on , but onc e  
found she wa s mo st fa i thful . Would tha t a ll were the same . 

On January 15th Mrs .  R ichards phon ed - it had be en 
Win ifred ' s  wi sh tha t  all her Baha ' i  books b e g iven t o  me , and 
del iver� wa s made on the 25th. I then made a pl edge �ith my self 
tha t  tho s e  bo oks , al ong with those g iven t o  me by Mr � Ba c on and 
Dr .  Guy , would b e  held in tru s t  and for enj oyment o f  future 

B aha ' is ,  so  eventually , when thes e  books al ong with others  are 
pa s sed on to a larger Jacks onv ille Baha ' i  c ommun i ty ,  you may 
real ize that we , the forerunner s , l o vingly thought of you , we 
knew you were coming and our hearts went out to you .  

You will find some very old and worn , but with all g o  our 
l ov e  and hope that a s  you handl e  and read them they may help you ,  
travellers in the pathway opened by us , to faithfully carry on 
t o  the end . 

We dis c overed , through experien c e , tha t� s  very ea sy to 
borrow a bo ok and forget t o  return i t .  We , therefore , feel tha t -
e spec ially the early Baha ' i  books which cannot be replac ed -
should not b e  allowed to  g o  beyond the Baha ' i  reading r oams . 
Th i s  part icularly ha s referen c e  to the early Baha ' i  "Y ear" b ooks 
and a c opy of •The Dawnbreaker s "  fr om Win ifred ' s  collect ion which 
bears the per sonal s igna ture of our b el oved Guardian of the 
Fa ith- Shoghi Effendi . Only a few c opies  o f  thi s valuable book 
were so autographed and s old a t a grea tly inc rea sed pr i c e ,  a 
fr iendly g e s ture on our Guardian ' s  par t ,  to hel p in the erec t i on 
of our Wilmette Temple . \ 

A letter from Attorneys notif ied u s  tha t Winifred. had l eft 
$100 to the Ja cks onville Assembly ( our f ir s t  money beques t )  a nd 
$1000 to the NSA, Wilmette,  Ill . I am h appy t o  men t i on . th e s e  
g if t s  a s it was only through the k indne s s  o f  h e r  brother · and 
oth�r. �qn-Baha ' i  rela t iv e s  that thi s , her ve�bal w i sh ,  wa s  
carried out .  In August checks were r e ce ived fr om att orney s ( legal 
expense s hav ing b e en deducted ) ;  $800 for Wilme tte , and $80 for 
Jacksonville , Win ifred ' s  las t  earthly l ove-offer ings t o  the 
Baha ' i Fa i th which she l oved s o  much. 
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Wh il e  Win i fred wa s l iv ing we w ould hand her our remi t tan ce s  
f or N SA .  She , in turn , would ma il Wilme t t e  her p e r s onal che c k  t o  
c o ver . Qu ite a c onven ien t arrangement when mo s t  o f  u s  ha d  n o  
banking a c c oun t s .  N o w  w e  were r i ch - E ighty whol e d ol l a r s , a o 
we u s e d  oppor tun i ty t o  open a bank ac c ount in the Atlan t ic Nat ion
al Bank , s t ipula t ing our c he c k s  should alway s be sigQed by 

C ha irman and Trea surer ; the Bank agre e ing , a s  thi s a r e l ig i ous 
organ iza t i on ,  there would b e  no c arrying charge s .  

We re sumed our publ i c  mee t in g s  January 16 th ,  turning t ime 
in t o  a s tudy cl a s s  i f  no outs ide r s  arriv ed .  we u s ed phon e or 
wr i t t en n ot i c e s  t o  not i fy b el ie v e r s of a c t i v i t i e s ;  p l a c ed news 
paper not ic e s  when v i s i t ing Baha ' i s t o  b e  pre s ent . Many t ime s 
there were only thr e e  B•ha ' i s pre s en t , s o  they ga ined name o f  
" the fa i thful few" . 

Ja c ks onville he lped t o  arrange f or a l e c ture by Harland 
Ober on March 5 th 1n the Mon s on Ho tel parlow , S t . Augu s t in e . 
Al though adve rt i s ed in that c i ty ' s  n ew s pa per , the S t . Augu s t ine 
member s and the f our c arr i e d  from Ja c k s onv i l l e  were prac t i c ally 
the only p eople a t t ending . 

In Apr il , on he� way home t o  M iami from the Wilme tte C on
v en t i on ,  Mrs . E s ter Dav i son s t opped in Jacks on v i l l e  for a c ouple 
of day s . As s he was l member of th e Reg ional Teaching C ommi tt e e  
� d  had n e ver me t any o f  the Baha ' i s l iv ing in o r  n ear Jack s on
vill e , the S e c re tary drove her one ev en ing t o  St . Augu s t in e  
where sh e  me t Mi s s  c. M a e  Th itchener and Mr . Rob t . La r s en o f  the 
S t . A ugu a t in e  c ommun i ty .  On the n ext evening we filled the 
car and drove t o  Ja cks onv ille Bea ch  whe re a f i re s ide mee t ing wa s 
held 1n the h ome o f  Mr s .  Es telle Hud s on ;  Mr s .  Hol t s ,  another 
Jac k s onv ille Bea ch Baha ' i  a tt endin g , a s well a s  two non- Baha ' is .  

From the b e g inn ing our 19-Day Fea s t s  were held at var i ou s  
home s but the publ i c  f e a s t s  and me e t ings were usua l ly held at 
7 07 Pos t ,  b e c aus e o f  the larger s pa c e .  When gather ing s were 
large and I ran, ou t of cup s and sau c e r s  and s 1 lv e rware , W 1n i fred 
wQuld . b ·ring heN ov er ; a fterward we would laugh a s  we _ cpec ked and 
c oun ted, t o  be sure each had the i r  r ightful p ie c e s .  Our fr iends 
s e emed to grea tly en j oy the s e  fewt iv e oc c a s i on s , n ev er , on c e  did 
they r e fu s e  the in vi ta ti on s , bu t  rarely ev er did they c ome of 
the i r  own ac c ord to a me e t in g  a f t e rward. 

F ir s t  F ea s t  o f  thi s yea r , January 19 th ,  held a t  7 07 Po s t ,  
when i t  was our pr ivilege t o  welc ome i n t o  our memb e r sh i p  Mr . 
A .  Freder ick C ol l in s , an i s olated b e l i ever from C onger s ,  N . Y. 
O th e r s  a t t endin g : Mami e  McAb e e , Margare t  Haa s ,  Gertrude Dav ie s ,  
Lou i s e  Fende r , Mr s .  Huds on from far- off Jax . Bea ch , and Kathryn , 
the hos t e s s .  only Mr . C ol l in s , Gertrude and Ka thryn were pre
s en t  for t he Feb . 7 th Fea s t ,  other s prevented by s i ckn e s s . 
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On Apr il 21 s t  Jacksonville s t il l  had 1 5  bel ievers ,  a s shown 
by our elec ti on return s : 

Gertrude Davie s , Cha irman ; C la irnel S truthers , V i c e- Cha irman ; 
Lou i s e  Fender , Trea surer ; Margaret Haa s ,  Eulal ie Haa s , Mrs .  S . H .  
Har t ,  Mam ie McAbe e , A .  Frederick Collin s ,  and Kathryn Vernon ,  Trea s . 
Other c ommunity members : Herbert Bac on , Hora c e  McAbee , Rol l ie 
Merri t t , Mr• . Powell , Pearl Rozear , Mabel Sawyer ( s till in Washing ton ) 

In June "Aunt ie V ic tor ia " ( V ic toria America S chanabel 
Bedikian ) mu s i c ian and ar t is t ,  came t o  Ja cksonvill e �d rema ined 
3 days . As there was no way to a c comoda t e  her a t  7 07 ,

-
we se

cured hotel room and during that t ime she was feted and dined. 
Sunday a f ternoon a publi c  me et ing wa s held a t  707 Po s t , Aun t i e  
Vic toria the gue s t  speaker , two non- Baha ' i s a ttended.  Foll owing 
our me e ting the Baha ' is drove downtown for supper , then up t o  

Aun tie V ic tor ia ' s  room where she ske t ched the one s  pre sen t 
M i s s  Margare t  Haas ,  Mrs .  C la irnel S trother s ,  Gertrude Dav ie s and 
Lou i s e  Fender a nd Kathryn Vernon .  T he next afternoon we drov e  
Aun t ie V ic t or ia to St . Augu s t in e  where we cal led upon M i s s  c. 
Ma e  Th i t chener , our s taunch Baha ' i  fr i end , recupera t ing in a 
hos p i ta l . 

After hosp ital vi s it ing hours we drove to  Mre . Fran c e s  A .  
Shaw ' s , one o f  St . Augu s t in e ' s  s o-call ed c ol ored b el ievers 

for many years . We f inally loca ted her out walking , but she re
turned home and ; with one of  her neighb or s ,  also a Baha ' i , we 
held a sp ir itual feast although not a 1 9-Day one , Jacksonv ille 
offer ing to go  down any t ime Mrs . snaw c ould ar range a mee t ing 
for u s .  Aunt ie Vic tor ia an d  I arrived ba c k  1n Ja cks onville 
a bout 2 A . M .  Later tha t  morn ing we drove her to bus stat i on ,  
from where she departed for Augu s ta , Georg ia . 

We w i sh t o  men t i on our July Feas t .  Ger trude had s elected 
me s sage s  from the •ale anings "  wh ich were read by those pre s ent . 

Our mater ial Fea s t  c on s i s ted of P ineapple jui c e ,  sen t  py an 
absent b el iever , Mrs . Estelle Hudson ,  who so fre qu ently came from 
Jacksonville Beach to att end our ga ther ings .  At t ime of thi s  
·F ea s t  she was taking a summer art c ours e  at the Ringl ing Art 
School in Sara s ota , Fla . , but her g ift of 3 can s  of P ineapple 
jui c e  for use by the Jacksonvil l e  b el i ever• wa s a t oken of her 
friendship for her comrad• in the fa� th of Baha ' u  ' llah. 
Pl ea ae note : - 3 bel ievers a t t ended thi s  Fea s t-Gertrude Dav i e s , 
Lou i s e  Fender , Ka thryn Ver non- and w e  did n ot empty the 3 cans , 
only one .  The other 2 were plac ed in Baha ' r-ra torage" - ready for 
future use . At a later dat e  Mr s .  Huds on showed us a l ovely 
p ic ture - she had painted o f  a house where .A�du ' l  Baha ha.d onc e  
l ived. 

Our Cha irman , Gertrude Dav ie s ,  a sked permi s s ion t o  be our 
hosteaa ; tor O c t ober Fea s t .  Arriv ing a t  her home llhe a sked that we 
drive ,. t g  B is er ' s  r e staurant in South Ja cksonv il l e , wher� we were 
her gue s t s . we them returned to her home and c ont inued :  our Baha·' i 
readiD.g , ( of the " Ighan" ) • _ _ _ >· 
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C l a irne l l ' s hu sban d ,  'Nm . �: . S tr � ther s ,  wa s in La k e  C i ty r-:- o s p i ta l .  
A w i r e  fr om h e r  Feb . 2 4 th a dv i s ed tha t h e  ha d pa s s ed gway on tha t 
da t e . Sh e r e tur n e d  t o  J a c ks �n v i l l e , then o n  S e p t . l l th w e  w e r e  
o b l i g e d  t �  r em o v e  h e r  name , sh e mov ing t o  Shr ev ep or t ,  La ,  -
r e duc ing our numt e r  t o  1 4 .  

V i s i t or s  in c luded ( Jan . 2 6 )  Purv i s  Tavana , a P e r s :l.. an l iv ing 
in U SA an d  m emb e r  o f  N Y C i ty c ommun i ty : an d ( Ma y  1 1 ) Har t 
Fr i e d l and aga in c ame t �  Ja c k s onv i l l e ,  g i ving u s  r ep or t  o f  the 
Wilme t t e C on v e n t i on , from n o t e s h e  had taken . 

Al though Mr s .  Ann a N a g e l , o f  F e rnan d ina , Fla . ,  ( mo th er o f  
Mr s .  E e s s i e  Na g e l  Arnol d ,  a f orme r Ja c k s onv i ll e  memb e r ) wa s 
n e v e r  c omme c t e d  w i th t h e  Ja c k s on v il l e  c ommun i ty ,  I d o  l ov ingly 
r e c or d  h e r pa s s in g  on De c emb e r  28 , 1 9 47 . I · h a v e  b e en in her 
h ome an d l ea rne d h ow ,  y e a r s  b e f or e ,  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  � f  h e r  
hu s band , :!.:> , O t t o  P e t e r  Nag e l , s h e  f ound s o'1'le Baha ' i  pamph l e t s  
an d b ooks among h i s  p a p e r s .  Sh e t o l d  me s he s a t  up a l l  n ight 
r e a d ing , - r e ad ing . Sh e then knew tha t wa s wha t h e r  hu s band 
ha d b e l i e v e d  an d f e l t  t ha t wa s wha t  he w i s h e d  her an d  h i s  fam ily 
a l s o  t o  b e l i e ve . She d id b e l i e ve and she a c c e p t e d  a n d  unt i l  the 
t L�e o f  her pa s s ing , thr ough l �n e ly y e a r s o f  i s o la t i on ,  she n e v er 
wa iver e d , show ing f or th a s in c e r e  l o ve f or a n d  fa i t h  i n  our 
Be l o v e d , Baha ' u ' l l ah .  J o y  s e emed t o  f i l l  h e r  b e in g  whe n , up on a 
v i s i t ,  w e  w ou l d  t a l k  of H im and o f  a l l  H e  s tands f or .  

B e c au s e  I kn ow the r e  w e r e  n o  Baha ' i  r e c or d s  ke p t  in 
F e rnand ina , F l or ida , I am i n c lud ing th i s  t r ibut e t o  the o th e r  
e a r ly Baha ' i s : - Mr � G or dan Hal l . tlr . Jame s S t on e , an d 
�r . Gu s Sm i th a l l  fr iends o f  Mr . O t t o  P e t e r N ag e l . Th e 
Baha ' i  me s s ag e  wa s f ir s t  s r; r e a d  in F ernan d in a  dur ing t h e  v i s i t  
o f  s ome Baha ' i  i n  t h e  e a r l y  day s . 

·rh e f ol l ow ing i s  a c �py of n o t e r e ce i v e d  by Dr . ·n . 2 .  Guy , 
who f r e cp e n t ly v i s it ed w i th the F ernand ina Bah a ' i s .  

Dr . W .  B .  Guy , 
K in d  Fr i en d  

Our o l d  fr i end G or d on H a l l  pa s s ed away th i s  
morn ing ,  a n ob l ; fellow gontt t §  h i s  r e s t . 

Gu s Smith an d W r s . � a g e l  s e nd he a r t y  Gr e e t in g s  
a l s o  your s 

humbly 
J .  S .  S t on e  

Fernan d ina , 5 , 2 6 . 36 .  

I wa s n ev e r  a c qua in t e d  w i th the s e  g en t l emen tu t  when I 
dr ove ov e r  t o  v i s i t w i th Mr s . Nag e l  an d h e r  daught e r  Gra c e ,  
th e y  f r e qu en t l:r r e f e r r e d  t o  I�lr . S t on e  a s  " a  d e v ou t  Ea ha ' i ,  an d 
many p e op l e  l ov e  h im b e c aus e he i s ,  inde ed , a fr i end o f  man . "  

5 9  
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Re : Fernandina , Fla • .  

I wa s t old tha t upon a wall o f  a building in Fernandina 
at one time there wa s a large painting of the anc ient 
Fernandina Harbor , the work of Mr . Jame s S t one . Whe ther it 
s t ill  r ema in s I do not kn ow .  

I wa s in hope s of mee t ing Mr . Ston e  whenever I went ov er 
but he was always working , so  I never had tha t pr iv ilege . 

On November 1 9 th, 1939 , vr . Jame s Stone pas sed away 
suddenly , fall ing forw�rd in hi s cha ir with the Greate s t  Name 
upon his  l ips . 

For such a s  the se , we are t old , a grea t b l e s s ing awa its  
them when they reach God ' s  Spir it World.  

* * * * * * * * � 

6 0  
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On January 1 s t , after a noonday meal a t  Morr i s on ' s 
cafeter i a , Gertrude and Lou i se and Kathryn wa lked to the 
Roosevelt  Hotel and engaged Parl or C for a Regional l e c ture t o  
b e  held 7 o ' c lock Saturday e ven ing , January 2 4th. 

Our 1 9-Day F1as t s  were obs erved regularly , some t ime s a t  
M i s s  Gertrude Davie ! :  s ome t ime s at 707 Po s t ,  int er spersed with 
real gala event s a s  when we en j oyed our ma ter ial fea s t s  a t  a 
cafe ter ia or hotel , frequently wi th G ertrude or Lou i s e  a s  
h o s te s s ,  then on to G e rtrude ' s  for our sp ir itual program . 
In January , after dinner at a Sou th Ja cksonv ill e  r e stauran t , we 
dr ove to the Beach and there , parked upon the o c ean shore , we 
thre e  read from the Baha ' i  sac r ed wr itings , then held our 
c on sultat ion peri od, c ompl e t ing plan s  for the Regional pub l i c  
me et ing wh ich Mr . and Mr . Che s ter Da vi son , Jr . ,  and Dr . and 
Mr s .  Edward Wilber , fr om Miami , had wri t t en they w ished to hold 
on the 24th .  

At that me e t ing they t ook full charge . Ol ive Alexander , 
M iami , ·wa s su ppo sed t o  a c t  as  the ir Chairman , but the Roos evel t 
Hot el , drawing a c ol or l ine , would n ot admit  her ,  so Mrs .W ilber 
ac ted a s  Cha irman , with Ester Davison the fir s t  speaker , then 
Dr .. Wilb er giving a talk,  after which .. Che ster Dav ison sa id a 
.(ew words in l ieu of c ol ored sl ide s which th�y had prc;np:i sed to  
anew but did not re ce i ve in t ime . 

-

Al though n ewspaper ad advert i s ed mee t ing , it  wa s al s o  
ann ounc ed ov er radio,  and many wr itten not i c e s  ma il ou t ,  the 
attendance total was 18 , 9 Baha ' i s including the speakers ,  5 of 
the non - Baha ' is were friends of our s ;  of the 4 unknown gue st s  
2 refused to  s ign a" gue s t l i stn for anyone interes ted in fu:btlre 
mee t ings . So ended the me e t ing which the Reg i onal fel t would 
be of great value . 

In January the Ja cksonv il l e  Pub l i c  Library pas sed
' 

on to  us 
a reque s t  for reading ma tter from a Ra iford, Fla . pri s ope r . 
Among vari ou s  pamphl e t s  s en t  wa s a c opy of "Hidden Words " , hop ing 
that their beauty might open the door of h i s  heart to God ' s  
et ernal truths . 

We wondered if s ame day the r e c ip ien t would c all upon u s .  
Such wa s not the c as e , bu t  i t  reminded me of one even ing in the 
30s wheri the ma id t old me there wa s a man in rec eption hal l  who 
wanted a Baha ' i  prayer book .  

He wa s medium he ight , very mild mannered ,. .- .:nd. he t old,  
whil e  he wa s  a pr i s oner in San Quintan pri s on ,  he had heard of 
the Baha ' i  me s s age and wan ted , so very much , � Baha ' i  prayer 
book . 

· 
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Asking why he had been in pri s on ,  he dropped hi s head and 
meekly s a id, " I  killed s ome one . "  �8 c old shivers b egan 
runn ing up and down my s p ine . I heard Mother and the ma id in 
the k i t chen ta lking , all the door s were shut , and I thought -
"Little doe s my suppos edly doting Mother worry e.bou t  her 
daughter ; here I am all al one w ith a murderer , so c l ose I c ould 
eas ily be h i s  ne xt v ic t im . " I glan c ed at him aga in ; he did n ot 
appear at  all aggre s s i ve .  I l ooked in to his mild, faded, l i t t l e  
blue eye s .  The shivers b egan to subs ide and I mustered up 
c ourage to a s k  "Whom did you kill , your wife? " N ever did any
one l ook more c on trite a s  he quie tly replied,  '' N o ,  a man . n 
"You do , not look l ike a murderer , why did you do i t? "  Aga in 
he hung h i s  he�d and aeekly said, " I  was in sanely j ealous . 
Jealousy will some time s make on e do terr ible things . "  Then he 
humbly said he c ould l ook back and rea l i zed how wrong he had 
been , for he had rec en tly exper ien c ed religion and it had c om
ple tely changed hi s wh ole l ife . 

The ch il ls  were gone but a doubt per s i s ted , s o  I de c ided 
to send him away w i th wha t he had a sked for - a Baha ' i  prayer 
book , hop ing it would in some way do him so� good and not 
merely b e  used a t  hi s next s t op t o  ga in favor s .  Later I heard 
that same one w i th the same s t ory had appeared in various other 
Baha ' i  c ommun i ti e s , even in Penn syl vania , peddl ing the self
same yarn for wha t gain s  it  might bring to  him from kind-hearted 
Baha ' is .  

At an ear l i er da t e  a gentleman ly s tranger called upon M i s s  
Win ifred Richard s ,  claiming t o  b e  a Baha ' i . She t ook h i s  w ord 
ts truth and gave him the l oan a sked for ,  then s tranger and 
money disappeared forever more .  So it is well that we now have 
membership cards and have be en told to a sk for tha t iden t ifica
t ion whenever s trangers appear . 

Each year br ings i t s: d isapp o intmen t s .  'Mlen I cal led upon 
Mr s .  S . H . Hart in February she adv i sed. a rela t iv e  wa s c oming 
from Washington , D . C .  that week and anxi ous to have Mrs .  Har t ,  
who wa s in very poor health , g o  home w i th her .  On Apr il 16 th 
came letter from Mrs .  Hart stating she had dec ided to remain 
in Wa shingt on ,  mak ing her home with her grands on .  So- 
Ja cks on vil le l o s t  an other fine and s teadfa s t  Baha ' i.  

Dur ing our April e l e c t i on Ger trude Davie s was cho s en 
Chairman , L .  B .  Fender , Trea surer,  Xa thryn Vernon Secretary . 
Again our membership was - 13 . 

InMay , p ick ing up Gertrude and Loui s e ,  we went t o  
cafeter ia for breakfa st , then to  Trout River picn i c  grounds 
where we observed our Sp ir itual Fea s t  under big moas c overed 
oak tree s .  They de clared it s o  n i c e  they did not want to wai t  
another 1 9  day s , so •he n ext Sunday w e  r e turned • We arrived 
earl y ,  the b irds our only c ompanion s ,  and there again we held 
commun ion wi th God ,  reading from Gle an ing s ,  H idden Words and 
prayers ,  wh il e  en j oy ing the shade of Hi s b e autiful tre e s ,  
tre e s  such a s  only God c an make . 
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In June a l e t t er from Mrs . Es tel l e Hudson , wh o  ha d g on e  t o  
Los Ange le s , Ca l i f .  on a v i s it , in for�ed us s h e  wa s g o in g  t o  
ma ke tha t her home . Al th ough n o t  a m&mber of our commun i ty ,  
l i ving a t  the F ea r.h ,  she wa�r a s on e o f  us , s o  frequently coming 
a l on e  the 18 mil e s  for our mee t ing s a nd Feas t s .  

A letter August 29th fr om M iami a sked u s  to secure ha ll 
where whi te s  and c ol o�ed c ould ga ther for mee ting by Lu c i r.  
Buffin , Ed Schl e s s inger and Dr . Edward W ilber . A mixed 
audi en c e wa s out of the qu e s t ion . A group had a tt empted such a 
mee t ing in Februa ry . N ew spa per reports cal l ed i t  " 8  d i sgu i sed 
c ommun i s t  fr on t " , an d s ome prominen t w h i t e s  l eft when they aaw 
l o  or 12 negroes a rr ive . EUt the Semin ol e  ·wa s mo s t k ind , per-
mi t t ing us fre e  u s e  of a r o o m  for our me e t ing . wh i ch wa a held 
8 o ' c l oc k Sunday e vening , Se p t .  1 9 th .  Mt· . Schl e s s inger ' a talk 
wa s fine - " A  Pa ttern f or Fu ture Soc ie ty , " bu t the re sul t wa s 
the same , n o  in tere s t  dev el oped t o  l e a rn  more of the FA i th .  

Later 1n September Gertrude , Louise and Ka thryn drov e  t o  
S t . Augu s t ine a n d  aga in we en j oyed one o f  Ed .  Schl e s singer f ine 
ta lks . 

Letter from �r . and Mrs .  J o s eph Sawyer ,  Sr . , Green s boro , 
N . c .  wa s re c e iv ed Oc t . l7 th ,  a sk ing da te or Baha ' i mee t ing s , as 
they w e r e  c oming to Ja c k s onville to v is i t  th e ir s on ,  J o s eph , Jr . , 
a s tuden t at B ol l e s  School . We ha d  b e c ome a c qua in ted w i th 

Joe Jr , ha vin g frequen tly gone a fter or taken h im bac k  t o  the 
s chool or bu s fr om Baha ' i  mee t ing s .  He wa s , in fa c t ,  a t  our 
l9•Day Feast or the 16 th ,  hsld a t  7 07 Pos t .  When Gertrude , Lou i a e  
and i dro·:• over to the School . t o  ma ke fur ther inqu ir i e s  re
g�rd1ng arr ival or h i s  paren t s , we found be had l e f t  suddenly , 
a s  the paren t s , on w " y  to him, had been in au to ac c iden t .  H is 
f in e  Baha ' i  fa ther wa s k illed , h i s  mo ther ser i ou sly hur t  but 
d i d  rec over . Slch are the a ad ha ppen ings o f l i fe . 

C on fer en c e  o f  the Na t i onal Tea ching C omm i ttee o f  the 

6 3  

S ou thern Sta t e s  1n A tlan ta , Ga . dur ing N ov ember wa s a tt ended by 
Gertrude . T he fa ct she had to s it up a l l  n ight - going and 
c om ing - 1n a bus d id not d im for her the j oy of b e ing among tha t  
gr oup o f  sinc e re Baha ' i s . 

November 7 th a fr iend brough t t o  Ja ckson v il l e c .  �ae 
1bitchener of S t . Augu s t in e  and M i s s  Le ona Barn itz , from Wa shing
ton , D . C . , wh o  wa s a t  tha t t ime v i s i t i� g  Mae . Leona wi shed t o  
vi s i t  the c eme tary , she a s  we l l  a s her paren t s ha ving kn own 
Dr . Guy for many . many year s . 1bere · sne anno1nted e a ch or us 
w i th a t tar of ros e s  wh ich had been bl e s s ed by Abdu ' l  Baha . Then 
prayers were rea d  for Dr . OUy and for Mother , wh i l e  s tand ing 
a t  the ir re spec t ,_ v e  s ldea of the Baha ' i monumen t .  
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The Barn itz family were among the early Baha ' is .  
I t  i s  t old how Leona , when Abdu ' l  Baha wa s in Wa sh ing ton , had 
b egged h im to permi t her t o  do s ome spec ial work for Him .  
She had a grea t l ong ing t o  serve . When he f inal ly pla c ed her 
1n the a tt ic , t o s ew on bu tt ons and make other min or repairs 
on s ome cl oth ing bel onging to thos e  travell ing w i th H im, she 
wa s not a t  all pleased.  Her de s ire wa s for a more glamorous 
pos it i on .  Such are the te s t s  wh i ch teach us  " radian t  
acqu i e s c en s e " . 

Afterward Leona d i s c o vered how ble s sed she had b e en for 
there , t o  tha t a t t i c , Abdu ' l Baha wen t several t ime s t o  per
s onally v i s i t  with her , - wh il e she s e wed and pre s sed.  
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Dur ing thi s  yea r Mi s a  Gertrud e  c .  Dav i e s  opened h e r  home , 
1524 Laura Stre e t ,  · �.n th e serv i c e  o f'  h e r  Bel ov ed ,  Eaha ' u  ' l l :ah ,  
and there mo s t  of the Fea s t s and cl a s s o r  F ires ide me e t in g s  were 
held. A t  i n frequen t t 1�e s , when s e �k e r s  c ane , we sha red wi th 
th em th e gl ori ou s  BAha ' i  tru th s ,  but a t  the end o f  year we had 
no new name s t o  r epor t . 

Gertrude wa s our el ec ted Cha irman , Lou i s e Fender , rrea surer , 
K a thryn V er non , Secre tary . C n e  en roll ed name , Rol l 1 e V err i tt , 

rem oved upon h i s  requ e s t . 

Our Fea s t s  were regularly ob s erved w i th on e exc e pt i on -
Sept . 27 th .  Lou i s e  phoned sh e wa s s i ck a T' d  c o11l d  n o t  p: o  e n d ,  sad 
to rep or t , Ger trude and K a thr�� both ov erlooked d A te 1n ru sh of 
earn ing da lly l i ving . We shared the hoT' or a c t ing a s  ho s t e s s . 
Frequ en tly we enj oy ed the in forma l i ty o f'  the Donu t Shop , a t  
o ther t ime s we relin q u i shed the ma t e r i a l  por t i on whi l e  partaking 
fre ely of the s p ir i tual . 

January 1 3 th w e  rec e ived n o t i c e  that 8r . and Mr s .  Crane 
( Ar thur ar:d Ethel ) , Baha ' i s from Hac ken sa c k ,  N . J . , wer e t o  b e  
wi th u s .  Upon arr i vp l the y  s tayed in Jac k s on v i l l e  for awh i l e ;  
th en in Apr i l  s tarted l i ving in a S t . Augu s t i n e  trai l e r Ca�p ; 
from there they ma de 13 tr i p s  t o  Ja cksonv i l l e  for the purposa 
of hol d ing Baha ' i  s tudy c la s s e s  or me e t ing s .  our rec ord s 
'h.ow an attendan c e  of s ix ( 6 )  n on - Faha ' i s for t h e  tota l weekly 
mee t ing s . 

3 o ' c l ock Sunday aftern o on February 6 th Mr s .  E thel Crane 
gave a l e c tura a t  the Sem inol e Hotel on " Prayer and Heal ing . "  
S ia  n on-Baha ' is a t tended , two of' th o s e  were Ja cks on v i l l e  
fr iends . T o  th i s lec ture c ame three fa i th fu l  Baha ' i s from St . 
Augu s t ine - c .  �ae Th i tchen er , R ob e r t  Lar s en an d  Mr . Wagn er . 

-
Obser �ce of our 1 9-Da y Fea s t wa s  held 8 : 1 5 tha t even ing 

a t 707 Po st Str � e t .  Among the 12 a t t en d ing were the 3 from S t . 
Augus t in s  and Mrs . Maud& Eam e s , our Nashv i l le , Tenn . Baha ' i  
fr i end . Mr s .  Cran e wa s 1n charge o f  th e  sp i r i tual program . 
E e f ore le a v 1n8 Mae rema rked tha t " the vibra t i on s  dur i n � the 
Fea s t  were l ovely . " Over the year s several p e op l e  a t t end ing 
Baha ' i  mee t ing s a t  7 07 said tha t  they a l w a y s  rel t  pea c e ful 
v ibra t i on s  when they en t ered . I f  we can r e s i �n our w i l l  t o  tbe 
w i l l  of C od th.a t pea c e  w i l l surr ound u s . After bur st . 
Augus t in e  friend s l e ft , then the Baha ' i  j i tn ey c arri e d the 
oth er s  to the ir vari ou s  d oor s - a .tu sy day . 

M r .  Arthur Cran e al so ga ve a talk a t  the Semin ol e  hotel , 
3 P M the f oll ow ing we e k ,  Feb . 1 3 th .  

I t  wa s wh U e  the Cran e s  w ere 1n Ja cksonv i ll e  tha t  Mra . �aude 
Eame s  v i s i te d  her daughter, Mrs _. Van orian Barn e s  Schel l ,  w1te ot 
Dr . w. w .  S chell , Jr . , and dur ing that t ime ,  upon Mr s . Barn e s ' 
in v i ta tion ,  3 mee t ing s were held in Dr . Schel l ' •  hame ,under 
super vi s i on or the Crane s . 
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Fe b . l l th Mr . and Mr s .  Cran e  were invited f or dinner there , 
foll owed b y  even ing me et ing . On Sunday evening , Fe b .  13th another 
meeting , bu t  no one suffi ciently in tere s t ed to de sire to learn 
more . 

Dr . Mary E .  C of f in Ketcham and Mr .  K et cham s t opped in 
Ja cksonville on March ls t ,  on thei r re turn from an Area Teaching 
C on feren c e  in Memph i s , Tenn . After g iv ing u s  re sume of tha t 
C onferenc e , we all went t o  the "D onut Shop "  for r e fr e shment s .  

Gertrude wa s not home when Louise  and Ka thryn arrive on 
May 17 th but she always left her door unlocked and s tanding 

.. permis s i on had been g iven to en ter, s o  we walked boldly in and 
there o bser ved our s p i r i tual Feast . 

Mr s .  Crane ' s  study cla s s  May 21st ( a t Gertrude ' s ) was 
a t t ended by Lou i s e  Fen der , Mr . A .  Frede r ick Coll ins ,  and the 
writer . 

Sa turday , June 25th, wa s the Crane s last  summer cla s s  
pr i or t o  their driving K or th ,  r e turn ing in the fa ll ·and agair 
l oca ting in the S t . Augustine trailer camp . During the ir ab� 
s ene• regula r weekly s tudy clas s e s  were c ont inued , exc e pt in the 
v ery h o t e s t  summer wea ther . If sometime s a fr iend or two a t
t ended , we then tried to speak of sub j e c t s  which might be of 
in tere s t  to them. More frequently only the Cha irman , the 
Tr ea surer and the S e c r e tary were pr e s en t .  

Jul y  the 5th we enj oyed the plea sur e o f  an  informal get
together a t  Gertrude ' s  wi th Mr . and Mrs . Harry F o rd {Harry and 
"Bahiyyih" ) .  

Thi s  year Lou i s e  Fender was appoin ted a member of the 
Reg ional� Teaching Committee and 1n Oc tober ( the C ran e s  having 
r e turned } she r ode with the Cranes to a Miami c onferenc e .  

Dur ing that t ime for 3 night s Ka thryn sat with Mamie 
Me A bee in a hospital cy the beds ide of Hera ce McAbee . He 
pas sed away ab out a :2o Saturday evening , October 15th .  On that 
dat e  our membership fell to eleven ( 11 ) . 

Dec 31 st �·•• wa s  a ttended by Gertrude (at  her h ome ) , 
Lou i s e  and Kathryn . ·  

In July A .  Frederick Collin s , . one o f  our elderly member s , 
w•n t . to :t{ew York s tate to vis it  his  s on .  ?hen . l;l.e. returne<i in 
November .;he made us happy when he said he "felt as  thoug\1 home 
again - among fr iends . "  "Among friends" - what a j o7oua 
:t'eel ing it giv e s  to be among fr iends , but where can we find an 
earthly friend to  compare with our Beloved , Baha 'u ' llah, and the 
more  we love ,  trus t  and obey Him, the greater will  b e  the out
pouring of His l ov e  and help to u s ,  for suc h is His  Promise.  
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We wr i t e  o f  t h e  imp or tan t happen ing s :  

our 1 9 - Day Fea s t s  were al ways ob s e rv e d .  S ome t ime s the 
" fa i thful thre e "  would me e t  a t  a c af e t e r ia or r e s t auran t  for 

the ma t e r ial f e a s t ,  then on to Gertrude ' s  for our Spr i tual F ea s t .  
On e unusual exc e p t i on :  our Apr il F ea s t  when Lou i s e  invi ted u s  t o her 
h ome for a wa f fl e  bre akfa s t .  

S tudy or inqu iry c la s s e s  and moa t  publ i c  me e t in g s  were held 
at Gertrude ' s .  At t endan c e  s traggl ing , fre quen tly no out s ider s . 

F or "world R el ig i on DaY" - January 15th - s everal n o t i c e s  
w e r e  pla c ed in Jacks onv ill e ' s  two leadin g  n ewspapers o f  the 
s erv i c e s  t o  b e  held a t  7 07 Po s t  S t . In a t t endan c e ;  G er trude 
Dav ie s ,  Lou i s e  Fender ,  Ka thryn V e rnon ;  no out s ide r s .  

When l e t t er c ame from Mr s .  Mab el E .  Ea s tman , Park R idg e , 
Il l . ,  ann oun c ing s he would a rrive in Ja c k s onv ill e on Jan 18th 
and would b e  g lad t o  g iv e  a b o ok r ev i ew on " The H e a r t  o f  the 
Gospel " by G e orge Town shend , M . A . , Cann on o f  St . Pa t r i ck ' s  
C a th edral , Dubl in ,  and Archdea c on of C l on fer t ,  we ·adv e r t i s ed 
the mee t ing ( held a t  Gertude ' a )  in our 2 leading newspaper s .  
Baha ' i s pre s en t - G . D . , L . F . , Mam i e  McAb e e , K . V . , bu t n o  
out s id e r s . 

· 

We h ired r o om in Samin ole H o t el for F eb . l4th l e c ture by 
M r s . Harry Ford ( Mr.a ;. M'a rgar e t  Randal "Bahiyyib " Ford ) on " A 
V i s i t  t o  the Un i ted N a t i on s . "  N o t ic e  o f  t h i s  l e c ture wa s s p read 
by Pa id adve r t i s emen t ,  al s o  2 publ i c i ty wr i te -up s in t he two 
l ea ding newspa pe r s , and by p os t card n o t i c e s  to man y .  Mr . Harry 
Ford a c ted a s  Cha irman . Thos e who a t t ended en j oyed the f in e , 
in tere s t ing l e c ture , and her cha rm ing manner was a del ight . Out 
of a c i ty o f  a bout 200 , 000 , f i ve wa s the sum t o tal o f  n on - Baha ' i s 
who a t t ended ; of t h o s e  f i ve one wa s a fr i end o f  Mr . and Mr s . Ford , 
one wa s a fr iend of G e rtrude , and two fr i ends o f  the S e c r e tary . 
Smal l a t tendanc e s  l ik e  thi s  a t hot e l s  in the v ery c en t e r  o f  the 
c ity prov e d  tha t  the l oc a t i on o f  the mee t in g s  wa s n o t  a s tumb l ing 
bl ock in the gr owth of the C ommun i ty .  

Marc h  15th wa s a ra iny n ight . When the S e cr e tary went t o  
garage , intandlng t o  hurry and p i ck up Lou i s e  Fender for we ekly 
r ide t o  G er trude ' s  f or our s tudy c la s s , she di� c over ed the 
garage w a s  empty - ha ving driven the c ar t o  off i ce ' in morn ing 
and , in e ag ern e s s  to r e a c h  h ome t o  g o  to Baha ' i  me e t ing , had for
g o t t en the car . I t  wa s n ear t ime for me e t ing ; wha t to do wa s a 
problem .  Suddenly doorbell rang and there , in the ra in ,  s t ood a 
fr i end of all the Baha ' i s f or many year s ,  in t ending t o  r ide w i th 
u s  t o  mee t ing . H e  proved hims e l f  a fr i end in n e e d ,  ru shing back 
four bl ocks . s oon r e turn ing 1n h i s  car 8nd taking the two of us 
to parked car ; then off we wen t t o  G ertrude ' s , a "mo t orcade " of 
an Aus t in and a 1'9:40 Ford . 

our Apr i l  e l e c t i on r e sul t ed in re-app o intment o f  Ger trude 

Da vi e s  a s  Cha irman ; Lou i s e  Fende r , Trea sur e r ; Ka thryn Vernon ,  
S e c r e t�ry ; mo s t  o f  our memb e r s  de c idedly ina c t iv e , e i ther 

ac c oun t  o f  di s tan c e  or il l heal th .  
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Sa turday . Apr i l  22nd . Gertrude . Lou i se , Mamie M cAb e e  a n d  I 
drov e to St . Augu s t in e  where , w e  had been in formed, a R eg i ona l 
me e t ing wa s t o  t-e h e l d .  There we met Mr . a n d  Dr . K e t charn, Cl ive 
A lexan der an d Lu c il l e  Puff in rlaxwel l , a l l  fr om :t ia m 1 , the ir 
f i r s t  s t o p  on wa y t o  W i lme t t s  C onven t i on . W� l e ft m � e t l n g  a t  
1 1  P . M . , 4 on ba ck sea t ,  3 on fron r. ,  � n d  a ft "' r del l v e r inp: Mae 
and !tlr . Lar s en to thei r h ome , s tar ted for Ja c k � on v i l l e .  Po@ w a s 
s o  th i ck cars showed down t o  a c rawl , but Ja ck s onvi l l e  sa fely 
rea ched , then Jlam ie, wa s d e l ivered , 5 mi l e s  Qll t from t ov:n , then 
G e r trude . th en Lou i s e , t h en we d el iv ered our selv e s  to 7 07 Po s t .  

Sept . 7 th I met Yr s .  E�wa rd o .  N oor e , Sr . , a s taun ch Baha ' i  
fr om C olum bis , s .  c . , wh i l e  on a vi s i t  t o  r�l a t :1 v e s in Ja cks onv i l l e . 
I in v i ted h e r  t o  � o  t o  Fea s t  w i t h  m e ,  sh e g l a dly a c c ep t ed a n d  
a l l  down thr ou f!h the years wh en 1n Ja ck s on v 1 l l e  w e  ha ve en j oyed 
Baha ' i  g e t - t og e ther s .  

· 

Sept . 20 th �r . &: ��rs . Cran e were s ga 1n in Ja c k s on v i l l e ,  the ir 
f ir s t  me e t ing s inc e g oing N ortb 1n the summ•r . They c on t i nued t o  
c ome fr om S t .  Augu s t in e  f or m� e t ing s un t i l  mo ving t o  Orl ando the 
fir s t  of 1951 . 

On O c t ober 1 4 th G e btrude a n d  I me t M i ss Hawor th o f  C a l i forn ia · 
a n d  Mr . a n d  Mr s .  Da vi s on , Sr . ,  from M iami , in the Mayfl ower Ho tel 
for a Baha ' i  vi s i t ,  then on O ct .  22nd the Da v i s on s  a t t ended a 
me e t ln g  a t  Gertrude a .  

Du r in g  Oc tob er 20 th cla s s  we - Mr s .  Cran e , G er trude . 
Lou i s e  and I .  rea d from new s tudy to ok on Adm in i s tra t i on ,  wh i l e  
w e  n i �tl ed or. G er trude ' s  san dw i che s a n d  s i pped t e a  fr om her 
g�andmo thar ' E  beau t i ful an t i que cup s . 

How l i t t l e  we know of wha t l i a s  Ahet>l·d . o,, r  h ear t s were 
* il l ed w i th gr ie f when it was found tha t early the mor� in g of 
De c emb e r  15 th Gertrude D� vis s ,  our s inc ere Ba ha ' i , wh i l e in her 
home a l on e ,  ha d pa s sed on t o  God ' a  spir i tual world . 

My Yo ther and T were l i ving in V in el an d ,  � .  J . , when o � rtrude 
wa s born there . We ha d be en fr i en d s  e ve r  s 1 n c e , an d  t �1 e r  fr iends 
n o  one e ver had .  � ert�� d e  and her �o ther c ame t o  the i r  f1 rst 
Baha ' i  me e t in� becau se we in vi t e d  them , a n d  fr�� the m omen t th ey 
a c c ep t ed Baha n ' l l ah t o the end th e! were s taun ch in �r e 1r l ove 
and fa i thful in the ir service ro� H im .  Two n ob l e  s oul s .  

I t  wa a a Baha ' i servi c e on Dec ember 23rd ; a b eau t i ful 
Bsha ' i  servi c e .  There wa s  mu s i c  a s  Gertrude , a gradup te o r  the 
Mu s i c a l  C on s erva t ory of Roll in s C ol l ege , Deland , Fl ori da , l oved 
mus i c . Then Mra . Cran e beau t i fully read sel ec ti on s  from b oth 
the B ib l e  and the Baha ' i  Sac red Word s . As I s 8 t and l is tened , 
i t  aeema tha t a hush of hol 1n e a s wa s there - a bl e s s in g . I 
could n o t  help but fe el tha t Gertrude wa s g l ad her suffer in g ot 

yea rs wa a over . 
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As a la s t  l ove offering to G er trude , I c arried thr e e  
pas s enger s ,  a ll l ife-l ong fr i ends of her family , wi th no mean s 
of  transportat ion ,  to the Oaklawn C eme tary . Ther e ,  in tha t 
qu ie t ,  p e a c e ful spot , again prayers were read - Baha ' i  
prayers for the departed.  

C oming home we crowded in two young girl s ,  one a former 
pup il . 

That w3s  all we c ould do . our very s inc ere Baha ' i 
Ger trude Carolyn Davie s - had left u s .  

Our membership wa s t en .  

* * * * * * * * *  
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On Apr il 21 s t  Mr s .  Lou i s e  B .  Fender wa s r e e l e c t ed Tre a surer , 
Kathryn Vernon Cha irman and S e c r e tary , w i th the foll ow ing on our 
commun i ty l i s t : Mab e l  S awyer ,  s t ill in Wa shing t on but ma il ing in 

her rem i t tanc e s ,  Herb er t E .  Ba con ,  Margar e t  Ha a s ,  Eul a l ie Haa s ,  
Mr s .  Mami e T .  McAbe e , Mr s . A .  M .  Powell , and M r s . Pearl R o z e a r .  
Mr . A .  Fre der i c k  C oll in s ,  who wen t b a c k  t o  h i s  home i n  C ong er s ,  
N . Y .  each summe r ,  wa s n o t  phy s i cally a bl e  t o  r e turn t o  u s  thi s 
year , thu s redu c ing our memb e r sh ip t o  n in e . 

7 P M May 22nd , pi cking up Loui se Fender we drove down t own 
to, call upon " AUnt i e  V ic toria " , s t opping a t  a hotel over n ight , 
on her way t o  Orlando . V i c t or i a  America S chanabel Bedikian , 
l ovingly kn own a s  " Aun t i e  V i c t or ia" wa s then 72 , had t he fa ir 
skin of a young g irl , wa s b orn in B o i s e , Idaho , on Feb . 9 ,  187 9 .  
During 1945-1 952 she traveled 4 t ime s around the Un i t ed State s ,  
v i s i t ing e very state in the Un i on ,  c on ta c t ing the mems e r s  of the 
Baha ' i  fa i th .  She w a s  a mu s i c ian and an art i s t . I t  wa s she who 
s en t  t o  all the a s s embl ie s ,  groups or individual s 1 9 - Day Fea s t  
l e t t e r s  of l o ve ,  words fr om the sac red Baha ' i  wri t ing s ,  each t ime 
the she e t s  de c or a ted w i th a d i fferent c o l ored o r i g inal de s i gn , 
year in , year out ,  from the early day s  t o  the la s t ,  they neve r  
fa il ed t o  arr ive f o r  t he 19-Day Fea s t s ,  a w ork o f  l o ve , indeed , for 
her Lord . With in the Ja cksonv i l l e  Baha ' i  l ibrary will be 
round · man y c op ie s  of the s e  love l e t t e r s  from Aun t i e  V i c t or ia . To 
h er we were the flowers in her Garden - the " Garden of Baha ' u ' llah . "  

Dur ing th i s  ev en ing ' s  v i s it she sugg e s ted w r i t in g a :  l e t ter 
t o  her and our d early l oved Guardian , Shogh i Effend i .  I wa s 
delegated , a o  sh e  and Loui se talked wh i l e  I wr ot e ,  she say ing she 
would add a f ew l in e s  la t e r ,  as she wrote to h im every day , which 
aha did for over a quar ter o f a c entury. N o  wonder , when she 
pa s sed on in Atlanta , Ga . in 1955 , tha t Shoghi ' Effendi ' s  c ab l e
gram men t ione d  h er a s  a " indefat igable wholly con s e c rated pro
moter of Fa i th ,  her s e r vic e s  unforge t tabl e . "  

While in offi c e Augu s t  9 th I r ec e ived a phone inf orm ing 
me tha t she , Mrs . Eli za beth C lark , a Baha ' i  fr om Denver , C o l o , , 
and s on  J im C lark , who wa s w i th the U S  Navy , Memphi s ,  T enn . , were 
in Ja cksonvi ll e and w ould l ike t o  me e t  the Baha ' i s . So we 
hu s tled and phon ed and swe p t  and dus t ed and a t  8 P M  all w a s  in 
re adine s s  w i th i c ecre am and c ake wa i t ing in k itchen . Mr s . Clark , 
swe e t  and s in c ere , kept all int e r e s ted wh ile giv ing the Baha ' i 
me s sage 1n var i ou s  way s , Jim a l s o  doing h i s  par t .  Ab ou t  12 were 
pr, a en t  to gre e t  them and tha t no on e l e f t  un t il after 11 P M 
whcu ld be pr oo f tha t  i t  wa s a Baha ' i par ty en j oyed by all . 

On Oc t .  18tn Mr . an d Mr s .  Charl e s  Gilman ( Ruth ) called a t  
7 0� P o s t . We phoned Lou i s e  Fender , l iving four b l ock s away , bu t  
she c oul d  not c ame t o  mee t  them , s o  w e  t hr e e  t a lked and read from 
Glean ing s  and N ewa Let t ers , end ing w i th Ruth reading Ta bl e t  of 
Ahmad . They w e re l i ving at Ja cksonvi l l e  B ea c h ,  hav ing jus t  mov
ed !'rom .111aepnairt: 
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About thi s  same t ime , thr ough phon e call , we  learned tha t 
Mr . and Mr s .  Ward N .  Calhoun (Ward. and Syl via ) were a l s o  s tay ing 
a t  Ja cksonviile Bea ch , and tha t they w ould probably be in 
Florida for s ome t ime , a s  they wer e  member s of the C onta c t  
C ommi t t ee . 

Invit�t ion came from Mae Thi t chener , s t . Augustine , for 
Ja cksonv i l l e  bel i evers  to share the N o v .  4th Fea s t  wi ththem. 
Only Mami e McAbe e  and I could go . Eleven were pre s en t  a t  the 
Fea s t ,  including the G ilmans from the Beach, Mr . Rober t Larsen, 

M ae ,  and f ive St . Augus t ine c ol ored bel iever s . 

On N ov ember 1 1 th ,  with Mamie McAbee , Loui s e  Fender and a 
b ox of sandwiche s ,  we aga in s tarted for St . Augu s t ine . N ine 
whi te and two c ol ored b el ievers pr es en t on tha t oc c a s i on ,  and a 
real fea s t i t  turhed out t o  be � - roa s t  du ck and r i c e  and c ol d  
cut s  and all the extras .  

November 25 th we c elebra ted the Day o f  the C ovenan t also 
at Mae ' s  in St . Augu s t ine ; thi s  t ime add ing an o ther Ja cks onvil l e  
pas s enge r ,  Mr s .  Pearl Roz ear . Total thi s  time wa s ten , in c lud
ing the G ilman s from Ja.x Bea ch and Mr . and Mrs .  Cran e from 
Orlando . Mae and Mr . Lar s en were the only St . Augus t ine be
l iever s . We wa i ted 45 minutes to g iv e  o ther s chanc e  t o  arrive , 
but n one came , s o  Baha ' i  reading s were begun , then hot choc ola te 
and c o ok i e s ,  and 8 t  la s t  safely bac k  t o  Jacksonville . 

Jacksonv ille c on t inued to  try to carry on for Baha ' u ' llah 
do ing the b e a t  wa could wi th the " fai thful few . "  
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On Apri l  21st Lou i s e  Fender , Mamie M cA be e , Mr s .  Pearl 
Rozear and I wen t to St . Augustine for a soc ial gather ing 
held in the home of c .  Mae Thi tchener in hon or of Mr . and Mrs .  
Crane and Ruth and Bud Gi�man , all l e a ving for the Wi lme t t e  
C onv en t i on .  

On March 9 th we also en j oyed a Sunday me e t ing a t  the 
Thit chen er home . 

During thi s  year Louise Fender continued to ac t a s  
!reaaurer for Ja ck s on vi lle , Ka thryn Vernon as S ecr e tary .  

In Septemb er w e  were o bl ige d t o  wr ite NSA tha t Herbert 
E. Bac on wa s not de sirous of be ing l i s ted as a Baha ' i  a t  tha t  
t ime ,  no  antagon i sm , j ust  too many c onfl ic ting du t ie s .  Th i s  
wa s ,  ind e e d  an unplea sant duty , a s  Herbert was the s on of Mr .  
Walter L .  Bac on and there n e ver wa s a f iner , more sinc e re 
Baha ' i  gen tleman than Mr . Wal ter L. Bac on . 

On De c ember 31 s t  the c i ty of Jackson v ille ,  Fl orida ,  
only had an enrollment o f  e ight Baha ' is . 

During thi s  year the Gilman s l ived at Ja cks onv ille B ea ch 
s ix ( 6 )  mon ths , Mr . and Mrs . Ward Calhoun thre e  ( 3 )  months , 
but they left abs olu tely no interested aeaker s .  
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In Mar ch we re c e ived a card from Mr s .  Arthur Crane s ta t
ing that a meet ing of the Area and the Reg i onal Teaching Com
mi ttees  was cal led for Ja cks onv i l l e  on Sunday , March 15th , and 
a sk ing us t o  c onta ct hotel s  for mee t ing pla c e .  

We beli eve it  in tere s t ing to  note tha t some o f  the hotels 
defin it ely re fused when told we might have wi th u s  a bel i ever of 
the s o- called c o l or ed rac e ;  one s ta ted they would prefer not t o  
have u s  me e t  there . Upon phon ing the Windl e Hotel , on Eas t  
For syth s treet ( later t orn down to  erec t new Ja ck s onville pub l ic 
Library ) we found the Man8ger mos t  grac i ou s . · When told the name 
of our group , he extended to u s  the use of a room free of c harge 
if s ame o f  our memb e rs remained ov er n ight , stating he had seen 
" the b eautiful Baha ' i Temple in Wilme tte . "  

So a t  9 : 30 All Sunday,  March 15th , in acc ordan c e  with the 
call from the Teaching Committee s ,  we met at the Windl e Hotel , 
and at that time the Jacksonville be l i evers were mos t  happy t o  
l earn tha t three Baha ' i s - Mr . and Mr . J .  Reed Barre t t ,  Jr . , 
and Mrs . Minni e  LaFon t ,  had moved t o  Ja cks onville fron Atlan ta , 
Georg ia - giving Ja cksonville the needed number t o  c on t inua 
with an A s s embly s ta tu s . 

Pre s en t  at  tha t mee t ing were -

•r , & Mr s .  Ben Weeden , who had the grea t 
privilege of spending four years  in Ha i re . 

Mr . John c .  Ingl i s ,  Birmingham , Ala . 

Mr . Raymond w .  Linds ey ,  Atlan ta ,  Ga . 

Mr . &  Mrs .  Arthur Crane ,  Orlando , Bla . 

Mr .  & Mrs .  Loui s ,  Keller , Orland , Bla . 

Mr . & Mrs . J .  Reed Barrat t , Jr . , Ja cksonv il l e ,  Fla . 

Mrs .  Louise  B .  Fender Jacks onvi l le 

Mr s .  A .  M . Powell Ja cksonv ill e 

K§ thryn L .  Varnon Jac ks onv ille 

Mrs .  LaFont , mother of Mr s .  Reed , wa s ill and unable 
to at tend . 

Mee t ing wa s called t o  order by Mr . Ingli s , Cha irman , and 
we , in turn , in troduced ou rselve s .  A Baha ' i  prayer wa s then 
read by ea ch , thereafter vari ous phas e s  or the Baha ' i  teachings 
were dis cus s ed by all member s , under the top ic s of what the 
Baha_'  i Fa i th meant t o  the individual , to the c ity o f  Jacks onville , 
t o  the w orld a t  large : the true meaning of Un i ty in a Baha ' i 
C ommun i ty ,  ita value to  the C ommunitJ, and h ow Baha ' i  
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�oc a l  c ommun i t i e s  c an sow an influen c e  for good 1n t h e i r  c it i e s ,  
ev en tually t o  extend throughout the w orld. 

Dur ing the d i s cu s s ion s  Mrs .  Weeden told how the Baha ' i  
t ea c h ing s had brought t o  her the real i z a t i on that the heart mu s t  
b e  f illed w i th l ov e for all creature s ,  e l s e  one c an n o t  radia t e  
the t ru e  Baha ' i  sp ir it . 

Mr . Weeden told how on e serv ing 1n Ha i fa i s  " on call for 
duty" a t  a ll t ime s or day or n ight , and r eminded us tha t 
Baha ' i s al s o  shoul d b e  ready tor s erv i c e a t  any t ime . 

The Chairman c on4luded our mee t ing b y  s ta t ing tha t 
Ja c k s onv ill e a t tha t t ime had b e en given an opportun i ty for a 
n ew beg inn ing ,  henc e forth the r e spon s ib il i ty wa s our s ,  suc c e s s  
o r  fa ilure wa s in our hands , and he reminded u s  tha t  on e of the 
b e s t  way s to spread thi s  t ruth of G od i s - t o  " Live the Life . " 

We ad j ourned at 2 PM - the end of a fr i endly an d  s p i r itua l 
c onfer en c e .  

The Jacksonvill e bel ievers were in vited by Mr . and Mr s .  
Sarre t t  t o  be the ir gue s t s  for the N aw-Ruz F ea s t , Sa turday ,  
March 21 s t .  Thre e were ab l e  t o  a t tend : - Mr s .  Fender , Mr s . P owell , 
and Ka thryn V ern on .  

After the evening meal we read from the Baha ' i words and , 
a s  the N aw-Ruz day wa s pa s t ,  ta lked of plan s for t he futur e .  
Mr s .  Bfrrett gra c i ou s l y  sugg e s ted tha t Ja c k s onv i l l e  a c c ep t  the 
u s e  o f - th e ir home , 4362 Gadsden C our t , a s  me e t ing pla c e f or the 
19-Day F1a s t s , and dur ing the year s which foll owed many were the 
happy me e t ing s en j oyed there . 

A reorgan iz a t i on e l e c t i on wa s ca l l ed tor St turday , March 
28th a t the Barre t t  home . Upon arr ival we round �r . and Mr s . 
Crane who in formed u s  they had di s cov ered tha t the Barre t t  
home wa s l oc ated ju s t  out s ide the Ja cks onv ill e c i ty l imite , 
therefore they c ould n o t  b e l ong t o  the Ja cksonv i l l e  c ommun i ty
that t hey would hav e  to form a group of their own , t o  be kn own 
a s  the Duval C oun t y  Group . so , on Apr i l  2 1 s t  Ja ck sonvil l e wa s 
s t ill a group of e ight ( 8 ) . 

Wi thin th i s ,  the Jac ksonv i ll e , Flor ida , Baha ' i  R e c ord 
men t i on is ma de of Baha ' i a c t iv i t i e s  en j oyed j o in tly w i th the 
Duval C ounty b e l iever• ; n o t  in any way tryin g t o  keep - the ir 
r e c ords but in grat e ful a clmowl edgmen t or all the c ordial 
hosp i tal i ty extended to Ja cks onville c i ty by the Duval C oun ty 
c ommun i ty .  Whil e we fel t tha t 1n year s to c ome Du �l C oun ty 
might b e  ann exed ,  1D 1953 we each had our own r e spon s i bil i t i e s . 
Coun_ty a c t i  vi t i • •  not a t t ended b y  any o f  the Ja cks onv i ll •  memb e r s  

are n o t  men t i oned h er e in .  
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Sunday , Sept . l 3 th a State C onvent i on wa. s held a t  the Y\VCA,  
wh i ch some M iami and o ther Baha ' is a t t ended .  Lunch wa s served by 
the Ja cksonv i l l e  end the Duval C ounty Groups .  

An advert i s 4d publ ic me e t ing wa s als o  held 1n the semin ol e  
Hotel a t  8 PM that same da t e . John Ingl i s  of B i rmingham, Ala . 
was supposed t o  b e  our gue s t  s peaker but he d id n ot arriv e , s o  
Reed Barrett t ook hi s plac e .  P i c ture s  o f  Temple were shown by 
a Baha ' i  from M iam i .  About four n on-Baha ' i s pre sent . 

On Oc t ob e r  19th I rec e iv ed a telephone from Mr s .  Beatr i c e  
R .  Alexander and le arn ed that she and hus band ,  Je s se J .  Alexander , 
had c ome from Budd Lake , N . J .  t o  l i ve in Jacksonv i ll e . They 
rema ine d  un t il Septemb er 30 , 1956 , when they move d  t o  Tampa . 
During the ir s tay 1n Ja ck s onville they al terna t ed in a c t ing a s  
s ec r et ary and cha irman for the Group . but a s  they l e ft n o  ree ords 
for the Ja cks onv ille ar chive s ,  I am taking th e l iberty of 
ment i oning the importan t happen ings ,  s o  futu�e Baha ' is can have 
an unbroken p i cture of h ow Jacks onville ' s  Baha ' i  Garden grew .  The ir 
arr iv al brought our membersh ip up to ten . 

The fol l ow ing , c op ied from the Fr iday , O c t ober 23rd edition 
o f  the " Chron i cle" , a Jacksonville paper ,  might b e  of intere s t :  

Ch icag o  Ge t s  A Ta j Mahal 

A TaJ Mahal has b e en bui l t  on Chi cago ' s North 
Shore . I t  ha s taken 50 yerrs t o  bu ild i t .  I t  had :  i t s  
formal dedi c a t i on in May , 1953 . I t  i s  the Baha 1 i ·  
Templ e .  I t  i s  the Baha ' i  Hou s e  o f  wor sh ip . What i s  
the Baha ' i  movement? It i s  one o f  those modern rel igious 
movement s  whi ch c on s is t s  o f  a l ot of swe e t  s c en ted words 
with n o  subs tan ce . The �a s i c  teaching i s  the onene s s  
of mankind . Don ' t  b e  carri ed away by this Baha ' i  
movement . It i s  another one of tho s e  in t er-fa ith, 
Inter-ra cial en d  int er -na t i onal movement s  whi ch s p el l s  
n o  good for C hr i s t ian i ty and t h e  Un i t ed Stat e s . 

How bl e s s ed are we who have found the truth ; that t h i s , 
The Baha ' i  Fa ith i s  the changl e s s  Fai th of God, e terna l _  in the 
pa s t ,  e ternal in the future .  How ble s sed are we , indeed, to b e  
l iv ing in thi s  - the N ew DtY of God . 
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The evening of January 30th three Baha ' is called a t  
707 P o st Street w i th cards t o  b e  s igned , furn i shed by the 
Reg i onal Teaching C ommittee , a s  a mean s of track ing down t h e  
" inac t iv e s . "  Carda read - " I  am of thi s  da te n o t  in teres ted 
in the Baha ' i  rel ig ion . " Mrs . Powell , a Fren ch Canadian ,  a 
cripple , was then l iving with me , where she r ema ined unt i l  
obl iged t o  g o  t o  ho s p i ta l  s ome t ime la t e r .  Onc e  b efore , when 
l iv ing in her own apartment ,  she had b e en in terv i ewed by a 
v i s i t ing Baha 1 i , try ing t o  a sc ertain the r ea s on f or her 
inac t iv i ty .  At tha t t ime she defin itely did n o t  deny 
Baha ' u ' l l ah ,  nei ther di d she t hi s  t ime but she s igned the c ard . 
Had the c ard read " I  am a t  thi s  time n o  l onger a b e l i ever in 
Baha ' u ' llah" the int ervi ew would have had a v ery di fferen t  
ending . Bel ief is  on e thing ; there can b e  many g o od reason s  
for the inac t iv i ty .  

M i.as Margare t  Haa s wa s an other member c a l l e d  upon by the 
v i s i t ing Baha ' i ; she al s o  r e c e iv ed l e t t er s  of inqu i ry regarding 
qer in ac t iv i ty .  Fe el ing I wa s a fr iend , sh e fre qu en tly call ed 
upon me . La te in November , 1 95 3 ,  I dr ove her on a · nec e s sary 
·�ran d ;  she wa s at tha t  time very ill . She j o ined , dec lar ing 
tler b el i e f  in Baha 1 u 1 llah in 1937 , never onc e  di d she d eny Him . 

We are glad the Wri tings point out that D i sbel i e f  i s  the 
only rea s on for name removal . out s ide of w ill ful ac t s  detrimen tal 
to the Fa i th ,  e t c . 

Area Teaching C ommi t t e e  cal l ed a c onferenc e  for Sunday , Oc t .  
lOth , wh i ch was held 1-5 PM a t  the YWCA , 325 E .  Duval S t . Theme
"Fai th in e c t i on . "  - a box supper availabl e aftarward .  Following 
the C onferen c e  a Fir e side at the Barre tt a ,  the b el i ev e r s  furn i sh
ing transportat ion for fr iends wi thou t  c ar s .  

Lat er in Oc t ob er Sunday af t ernoon mee t ing s ,  under sup er
v i s i on of Mr . en d  Mr s . Barre t t  and Mr . and Mr s .  Al �xander , were 
begun at the YWCA.Al though held f or several weeks: they fail ed to 
br ing to e i ther of t he Group s any new members or seekers .  In fac t ,  
those adv e r t is ed mee t ings at tra c t ed pra c t ically n o out s ider s .  

I t  wa s in Oc t ob er tha t the NSA wa• ma i l ed a che c k , e igned by 
Lou i se Fender , Treasurer , and Ka thryh Vernon , Secre tary , in amount 
$32 . 12 ,  a s  contribution for T empl e  use , wh i ch c l osed out .  the 
" Jack s onv ille Baha ' 1 Assembly" Atlan t ic Nat ional Bank che cking 
a c c oun t . Tbua di d the la a t  of Win if�ed ' s  bequ e s t  to the Ja ckson
ville Baha ' i  C ommun i ty enter int o  servi ce for Baha 1 u 1 llah . 
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During the ir stay in Ja cksonvi l l e  the Alexanders took 
c harge of al l mee t ing arrangemen t s  and our Fea s t s  were c e l ebra ted 
in the i r  home , they our h o s t  and ho s te s s ,  exc e p t  on tho s e  
occas i on s  wh en the Jacks on ville and the Duva l C ounty Group s 
com bined . 

A spec ial meet ing w a s  call ed by the Alexanders F�b. 4 th t o  
mee t  M i s s . Olive Alexander , Cha irman o f  Area. C ommi ttee , and M is s . 
Ida Sol omon , Secre tary , b o th from M iami . At an other t ime Mr . 
wm .  DeForge was pr e sent .  

One Chr i s tma s  the Barr e t t a  and the Al exander s  held a 
Chr i s tma s Baha ' i  par ty a t  the Clara White M i s s i on ( c ol ored ) 
There wa s  mus ic .  A large Chr i s tma s tre e s t ood upon the 
platform, it s shin ing decora t ions de speaking a wel c ome t o  all , 
The hal l  wa s f i l l ed with children 9nd the ir paren t s  and there 
the Baha ' i  me s sage wa s pr e s en t e d .  Then candy , fru i t  and a g if t  
for e a ch child , w i th r e fre shmen t s  for all . A gre�t deal of 
t ime , wor k  and mon ey went int o  tha t Baha ' i  effor t , and I am not 
exaggera t ing when I repor t  that all the ma ter ial por t i on s  were 
gre atly en j oyed by the gue st s . 

Thi s  year the Alexander & enrolled John and Wil l i e  Mae !obe , 
with the ir daught er Margare t  and two younger children a s  Baha ' i  
you th .  When Margar e t  gradua t ed from h igh school she j oined the 
"Wav e s "  and shor t ly a fter moved t o  Cal i fornia . 

Our la s t  mee t in g  w ith the Alexander & wa s on Sept . 29th ,  
they moving on the 30th to  Tampa , Fla . , Mr . Alexander hav ing 
been trans ferred to that c ity . Kathryn was app o inted by them t o  
a c t  as Secre tary and Lou i s e  a s  T; ea surer for Jax .un t il the next 
regulAr Baha ' i  el e c t ion ,  Apr il 21 , 1956 . 

A Fir e s ide was held N ov .  18th at Mrs . Fender ' s ;  another 
shor tly thereaft er at 707 Po s t .  

During thi s  year the name o f  one very s in c ere Baha ' i  had 
to be r emoved - M i s s  Ma bel P .  Sawyer b ecau s e  she was held i.n 
Washington , D . C .  by her p o s i t i on 9nd n o  pro spec t s  of re turn ing soon 
to Jacks onvil l e .  As l ong a s  ahe remaine d  in Jacksonv ille Mabel 
wa s fai thful to her trust , doing everything pos aible for 
Baha ' u ' llab ,  frequ en tly atopp ing a t  707 Pos t  after her day ' s work , 
to u a e  typewr i ter and prepare her " o opy "  for tha t  week ' s  news
paper . ·rhe paper a were very generou s  t o  us in the early days and 
we ekly carried mee t ing n o t i c e s  t og e ther with Baha ' i  quota ti on s , 
but rarely did anyone at t end a me e t ing as a re sul t of n ewapaper 
n o t ic e .  

Dec ember 31st  showed us with membership o f  a ix :  pne l o s t  
by death, M i s s  Margare t Haa s ,  and Mi s s  Eulal ie Haa s  hav ing moved 
t o  c ountry and c ould not be located. Once aga in the • fai thful 
few" settled down to keepi@g the Fta a t s  and spreading the 
Bfha ' i  mes sage whenever opportun it i e s presented . 
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January 30tn of thi s  year Mr . and Mrs . Abel ( Harvey 
and Fl orenc e )  Baha ' i s from As t o r ia , Oregon , came t o  
Ja c k s onvil l e , boo s t ing our memb e r ship t o  e ight . 

In the ir B e lmon t Terra c e  home , S ou th - Ja ck s onv il l e , 
we en j oyed , du ring th e ir s tay in thi s  c i ty ,  many Fea s t s  
and Beha ' 1  ga ther ing s .  
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Many were the Baha ' i  activi t i e s  by tha Du val C ounty Group . 
I am in c luding tho s e  of wh i ch I ,  a s  a part i c ipan t , have kn owledge , 
in order tha t the Jacksonv ille r ep or t  ma y be c on t inuou s . 

January 24th we were in vi t e d  t o  home o f  Mr . and Mrs . Barre t t .  
There five Jack s onv i l l e  Baha ' i s w i th 1 1  othe r s  me t Mr . and Mr s .  
J . Svendsen , Madi s on ,  Wi se . 8 nd Mr . Win s t ed E van s ,  and al l  en j oyed 
a wonderfu l  sp ir i tua l f ea s t al ong w i th the Ba rr e t t  Baha ' i  
h o s p i tal ity .We me t there aga in the f ol l ow in g  e ven ing w i th Mr . 
Win s t ed Evan s ,  and in February w i th Mr . and Mr s .  Sv end s e n .  

W e  were -inv i ted Sunday , January 27 , t o  t he home of Dr . and 
Mr s . O t t o  Zme akal , Gaine s vi ll e ,  Fl a . , f or a r eg i onal t e ac h ing c on
feren c e  w i th Mr . and Mr s . Svendsen and Mr . Evan s . C onfer en c e  fr om 
1 0  in morn ing t o  4 in af ternoon , re c e s s  f or lun c h , everyon e  c arry
ing tne ir own . Twen ty- thr e e  w e re pre s en t  at tha t  g a ther ing , 
c oming fromJa c ks onv i l l e , Dayt on a  Bea ch ,  P inec a s tl e ,  Orland o ,  
Ormond , e tc . a nd two from Canada . Through c our t e sy o f  ride w i th 
Barre t t a , I wa s a bl e  t o  a tt en d .  Many w e r e  t h e  c our t e sy r ide s 
extended by them ov er the year s . 

6 : 30 PM January 30th Ja c k s onvi l l e  re c e ived a ph on� c a l l  
.from Mr . an d  Mr s .  Paul Harr i s  o f  Ma t t o on ,  I l l in o i s . They were 
a t  the Geor g e  Wa shingt on Hotel , expe c t ing to ha ve a me e t ing tha t 
even in g . We bad re c e iv ed n o  prev i ou s  n ot i c e  o f  t h e ir com ing and 
it wa s impos s ib l e  to arrange for a me e t in g  on such shor t . n ot i c e ,  
s o  we m i s s e d  the s t i ll p i c ture s  o f  Ha i fa wh i c h  they had in t end
ed to s h ow .  

On February 15th Mr a .  Lou i s e  B .  Fender ,  on e o f  the " fa i th
ful few" mo ved t o  Arl ing t on , and whi l e  only a c ro s s  the S t . J ohns 
R iver . it wa s f ar enough to take her fr om the Ja ck s on v i ll e  member
ship and in t o  the Du val C ounty Group . 

La ter in the year M i a a  Maria LaFon t ,  s l a t er o f  Mr a . Barre t t , 
j oined the Baha ' i  ranks . Liv ing in s ide the Ja cks onv i l l e  c i ty 
l imi t s  she belonged to u s . I t  i s  in tere s t ing t o  n o t e  tha t whi l e  
ner s i s t er and Moth er he d be en Baha ' i s  for s ev eral yea r s , Maria 
sa i d  she n e ver found the truth un t i l  she read " Glean ing s" - the 
sacred words of Baha ' u ' l l ah .  

Sunday , Apri l  1 4th we w e r e  again inv i t ed t o  the Zme ske l 
home in Ga in e sv il l e : the hon ored gua s t  - Zah ih Shah idzadeh , a 
Baha ' i  from I sfahan , Iran , a poli shed gen tleman ,  in the USA for 
a year a s  an e xchange student .  Aga fn a gra c i ou s  off er of a r ide 
w i th the Etrr e tt s . Tha t  wa s a s p ir i tual t re a t  l ong to . b e  r ememb er
ed : fir s t-hand in forma t i on of t he e arly days of martyrdom, and 
of the s teadfa s t  fa i th of the bel i ev er s . Wa wan t ed t o  s tay on 
and on , bu t  Jacks onv i l l e  wa s a l ong ways a way . We made i t  by 1 AM .  

On Apri l  21 s t  i t  w a s  aga in our privilege t o  me e t  Zab ih 
a t th e  Barre tt h ome . 

Dur ing the year our Ja c k s onv i l l e  Fea s t s  were observed 
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at homes of Mr . & Mr s .  Abel or Mi s s  Mar ia LaFon t , ( Ja cks onv ill e 
Gr oup ) : or- by frequent invitat i on with the Duval C ounty Group . 
OUr gue sts - Mr s .  E .  C .  Moore , Columbia , S. C . , and Mrs Maude 
Barne s ,  Nashville , ��nn . 

B o th Hlon.nc e Abel and Mar ia LaFon t held positions which 
kept them travell ing a great part of t he t ime , so aeldam in 
Ja cks onville for Fea s t s  and mee t ing s .  

The even ing of November 18th both Groups c ombined in 
holding Memor ial Servi c e s  for our Beloved Guardian , Shoghi 
Effendi. The Jacksonv i�l &  members unable to attend were giv en 
sel ec ted readings whi ch they read in the ir homes a t  e ight 
oclock of same evening . 

On Dec ember 31st our l is ted member s were - 8 .  -
Harvey A bel , Fl oren c e  A bel ,  Mar ia LaFont, Mrs .Mem i e  Mc·Abe e  
Bri t t ,  Mr s .  Pearl Rozear , John Tou � ,  Will i e  Mae Tob e , 

Ka thryn Vern on . 
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As we l ook b a c k  over the year 1958 we par t i cularly re-
call the Sunday February 16th Con fer en c e  hel d in the Ba rre t t home , 
under leadership of Mr . Wm . deForge , o f  Ha c ken sa ck , N . J . ,  memb er 
of the Auxiliary Board of the Cause . 18 atten ded the C on fer en c e , 
repre s en t ing 8 l ocal i t i e s - Ja cksonv i l l e , Duval County , 
Arl in g t on ,  We s c onn e t t ,  St . Augu s t ine , Ga in e s v il l e ,  Day t ona Bea ch , 
•nd Key We s t .  C onfeE_ fn�e la s t ed from 1 PM to a·r ter 5 : 30 ,  then 
buffe t supper , a fte' tHij fri ends from di s tan c e fel t t hey mu s t  
leave . Those rema in ing aga in ga the r e d  a r ound Mr . deForge for an 
informal talk an d  question p e r i od un t i l even ing , when we s e t tl ed 
down to a " F ir e s ide" me e t ing wi th 1 0  Baha ' i s . and 3 fr iends . 
Refre shment s  aga in a t 1 0 : 30 - truly a busy day under the fr iendly 
Barrett  roof . 

Mr . deForge spoke t o  u s  o f  the pa s s ing or our d early l ov ed 
�uardian , Shoghi Effendi on N ov ember 4th , l957 , and what w e  c ould 
4o to prov e  our l ove for h im and for Baha ' u ' llah . For 36 yea r s  
Shoghi Ef fend i ' s  l if e  wa s one o f  c on s e c ra ted , c on s tan t  s er vi c e , 
and ... we . had wondered why we had b e en depr iv ed of h i s  g u idan c e .  we 
wer e told we were t hen c alled upon t o  attain to our ma tur i ty , not 
t o  lean upon a Guardian and hen c e  th i s  Conferen c e  - to help b u il d  
a gre at er uni ty §11 d gathe r  s trength for the c oming year s .  

And s o  we pledged anew t o  carry on , r eal i z ing tha t G od works 
in mysteriou s  ways , K i s  wonders t o  perform ;  tha t th e Hands of the 
Cause of Baha ' u ' llah, appo in te d by Shogh i Effendi , are a part of 
God ' s  divin e  plan for thi s ,  H i s  M ew Ag e ,  an d tha t i f  we pray in 
s in c e r ity f or guidanc e we sha l l  be shown the way t o  do our par t 
in the day s and the year s t o  c ome . 

Joe J .  Sawyer , Jr . , who wa s in Ja c k s onv i l l e  the la t t er part 
of 1957 , for a shor t  t ime , r euurn ed to S outh carol ina in Mar ch . 

Apr i l  20th we rece ived l e tt er from Jor� and Wi l l ie Ma e Tob e 
r e s i gn ing from Baha ' i  member sh ip , s ta ting they wer e "well s a t i s f i ed 
w ith the ir own church . "  We tr i e d  to p o in t  out t o  them that our 
l ove for Baha ' u ' llah was the a ll· L�por tan t thing , n o t the chur c h ,  
but they preferred the ir ac cu s tomed ac t iv i t ie s , �nd in Jul y the 
N SA removed the ir name s . 

On Apr i l  21 s t  Kathryn wa s aga in appo in t e d  to a c t  a s 
Secre tary for an other Baha ' i  year - April 21 , 1959 . 

Dur ing bu s in e s s  p o r t i on of J�e 4th Fea s t ,  h eld a t  the 
Barre t t  h ome , Mr s .  Barre t t  s ta t ed she h�d opened Baha ' i  me e t ing s 
1n the Clara Wh i t e  Mis s i on ,  s i tua ted in Ja ck s onv i ll e c i ty . On e  
me et in g had b e en h el d ,  e ight a t t ended ; n ext t o  b e  Wedn e sday 
even ing June 11th .  On tha t even ing Luc ille Barrett and Harv ey 
Abel a t opped for me and I wen t w i th them t o  the me e t ing . I t  wa s 
he ld 1n o f f i c e  o f  the M i ss ion . Pre s en t :  4 Baha ' i s and M i s s  Ba rtha 
Whi te , daught er o f  the founde r o f  Mis s i on .  2 women ( one who worked 
for ·.Mr s . Barr e t t ) and 2 men ( on e  th e e lderly j an i t or . ) Mr s .  

Barr e t t  ( Lu c ill e )  wa s s p eaker and announc ement wa s made o f  me e t
ing s t o  b e  held ev ery o ther Wedn e sday. 
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The next meet ing , Jun e 2 5th , Luc il l e  � ga in p i c ked me up., 
When we reached the Mis s i on Eartha wa s  goin g  home - had f orgot t en 
tha t wa s the me e t ing n ight ; Jani tor al so had forgot ten .  We 
wa it ed un t i l  9 : 30 but no one c a me .  Lu c ille  then dec ided the 
me et ing s might a s  well be di s cont inue d .  So ended tha t pr o j e c t .  

For the N ovember 4 th Feas t  we were gue s t s  o f  the Abel s . 

No vembe r  2 4 th John C .  Boyl in tranaferred from Na shv ille , 
Tenn . to Jacks onv ille s o  on Dec ember 31 s t  our member ship wa s 
seven . ( 7 ) 

On July 5 th ,  whi l e  I wa s v i s i t ing w i th C .  Mae Thi t chener 
in St . Augu s t in e , we went t o  c a l l  upon Mr s .  Fran c e s  A .  Shaw , 
almos t 90 years old, the i r  s taunc h c ol or ed b e l i ever who wa s a t  
tha t t ime i n  a nur s ing home . Wh en we entered h e r  room she wa s 
fa st  a sl e e p .  In the b end o f  her left arm ,  which wa s folded 
a cros s her brea s t ,  wa s the late s t  c opy of our " Baha ' i  N ew s "  
publ icat ion . When she awoke , how happy she wa s t o  s e e us ; sa id 
she had b e en th inking o f  Mae and praying sh e w ould c ome . That 
she r e c ogni z e d  me c oul d n ot be dou bted when she smile d ,  then told 
Mae - " She l ooks jus t  l ike her sel f . " 

Ma ny Baha ' i me e t ing s I had a t t ended w i th Mr s . Shaw in 
St • .Augus t ine but I shall always cher ish the r emembran c e  o f  
thi s  v i s it - she w ith the " �aha ' i  N ews " hugged c lo s e  t o  her hear t . 
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As b oth Ja ck s onvil l e  8nd Duval Coun ty Gr oup s wer e  small , 
we c ont inued t o  hold pra c t ically all of our ac t i v i t i e s toge ther . 
S tudy cla s s e s  w e r e  s tar t e d ,  t o  be he ld e a c h  Monday ev en ing , unl e s s  
c on fli c t ing w i th 19-Day F�a s t s , §nd s ome t ime s the 19 - Day Fea s t s  
developed in t o  real fe s t ive occas ion s ,  a s  the t ime w e  adj ourned 
to the ir pre t ty shad� garden and , s ea ted at  a l ong ta bl e we 
en j oyed a boun t i fu l  supper , end ing w i th a birthday cake in hon or 
of Mr s .  LaFon t .  

A N a t i onal Sp ir itual C on fer enc e  w i th Mrs . Mot tahedah wa s 
held a t  the Barre t t a  on Feb .  22nd . Me e t ing la s t ed from 1 0 : 30 AM 
t o  4 PM , w i th int ermis s ion t o  partake of  a box lunche on . 
Twenty- on e  were pr e sent , including repr e s en ta t ives from St . 

Augu s tine , Dayt ona Bea ch ,  Ormond, e tc . 

Thi s  wa s foll owed on the 23rd by F ire s ide to whi ch I took 
thre e  non-Baha ' ia • There , al s o ,  N aw-Ru z  was observed, w i th 
several ou t s ide r s  pre sen t . 

Apr il 13th wa s ame e t ing for Baha ' i s only with · Mr . Wm. 
S ear s ,  Hand of t h e  Cau se in Africa . 

On Apr il 21 s t , elec t i on da te , we were all a t  t h e  Barre tta . 
Each Gr oup cho se a c orner in which t o  hold the ir own e le c t i on ,  
and a t  tha t  t ime John c. B oyl in wa s el e c ted Secre tary for the 
Jacksonville Gr oup . 

Aug . 30th , when Mr s .  Anna Mikur iya wa s in Ja ck sonv ill e , the 
C oun ty group adv ert ised and spon s ored a me e t ing for her a t  the 
Ja cks onv ille c ol ored branch YWCA ,  582 W .  8th S t .  Attendanc e :  
7 Baha ' i s  and 4 or 5 o thers . N o  further int ere s t  deve l opc and 
later , when Duval C ounty requ e s ted pr ivilege of hold ing "mixed" 
mee t in g s  there , it wa s r e fus ed; t o o  fearful of r epr isal s . 

Another me et ing wa s planned by the C oun ty Group for Mr s .  
M ikuriJa on t he 31 s t  a t home o f  a c ol or ed family. Thirty- three 
were pre s en t .  As  I t al ked to them la ter ,  all  decl ared they had 
en j oyed a w onderful t ime , not gecau s e  of  the Me s sag e from God , 
but because of the marvel ou s  repa s t  - a regular fea s t , pla t e s 
heaped up with everything from mea t to de ssert , furn i shed by 
the Duval C ounty Group , and , a s the gue s t s  expr e s s e d  it to me -
" It i s  s o  n i c e  t o  be together l ike thi s . "  

Two other t ime s I a tt ended a i� i lar me e t ing s spon s ored by 
the Duval County Group for out-of- town speakers . The a t t endan ce 
wa s large , the r efre shmen ts , furn i shed by the County Group , 
boun tif� .  I t  wa s never hard t o  g e t  such a gr oup toge ther 
when re fre shment s  were served . 

Dur ing thi s  year Mr . •  and Mr s .  Abel moved to  the We st , 
which redu c ed ou � Jacks onv ille bel i evers t o  five ( 5 ) . 
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1960 

Apr il 2 1 s t  John C .  Boyl ln sent letter  to se cre tary of the 
Teaching C ommittee tha t I ,  Kathryn L. Ve rnon , had been re- e l e c ted 
s e cre tary of the Ja ck sonville , Fl or ida , Group " after a year ' s  
re st . " So John fulfilled hi s secre tar ial term ( al though n o  re c ords 
were l e ft for po s ter i ty ) , and s o  I on c e more took up the burden . 

La ter , O c tober 20th , John B oyl in adv i sed he wa s mov ing out
side of  Jackson ville c ity l imi t s , s o h i s  name had to be tran sferred 
t o  the Du val Coun ty Group , even though he had to dr ive through 

Jacks onville t o  reach Duval C ounty me etings . Thi s  reduc ed the 
Jacksonville Gr oup to four ( 4 ) . 

To 7 07 Po st S tre e t  - came , 
On June 14th Mr . and M r s .  Wm . T .  Spell , he in e rmy serv ic e , 

l oca t e d  in Paftama Canal z one . There he hear d of the Baha ' i  
me s s ag e  from a ne ighbor and he ac c epted . A young g irl , Alda R .  
Rendina , in Chi cago , Ill , felt the c al l  to pioneer in the Canal 
Zone . She bought a one-way t icke t and landed there w i th $15 in 
p o cke tbook. She sugge s ted tha t al l  p ione ers buy only a on e-way 
t i c ke t ,  el s e they migh t  do a s  a ome she knew ; when they found food 
not g ood and many other unpl ea sant things , the ea sy l i ving of 
Amer i ca left b ehind , they immedia tely used the ir r e turn t icke t .  
But Alda s tuck i t  out al though it wa s  15 we ek s b efore she f ound 
work . The two me t and marr ie d and they s ta t ed the ir one de sire 
wa s t o  alway s tea ch . 

In 1960 Mr . & Mr s . Ell ingham ( C iff & Margare t ) trans ferred 
from Memphi s ,  Tenn , pur cha s ed a hou s e  out s ide of C ity l imi t s , 
there fore bel ong ing t o  the C ounty Group . Augu st 13th the Barret t a  
invited Ja cks onv ille memb e r s  to the ir home , to me et the Ell inghams , 
and on Aug . 20th w� were inv i ted by the Ell inghams to the ir own 
home for 19-DaY Fea s t , followed by c ordial inv i tat i ons whenever 
me e t ing s held 1n fhe i r  home .  

N ov .  7 th Mr . Wm .  deForge wa s a t th e  Ell ingham home , ,  1 1  non
Baha ' is pre sent a t  tha t mee t ing . Mr . deForge gave int ere s t ing 
shor t talk , bring ing out p oint s of intere st t o  tho s e not fam i l iab 
w i th the Baha ' i Fa i th ,  then even ing op ened for qu e s t i on s .  

The foll ow ing e ven ing a meet ing for Baha ' i s on ly was held 
a t home of Mar ia LaFont of the Jax. C i ty Gr oup ,  when Mr . deForge 
gave us re ference s for future s tudy • 

. we well re call the many t ime s in year s previou s  when he 
came to  the aa cka onv il le mee t in g s  and how hi& plea s ing per sonal ity 
··� s ine er ity were a lways enj oyed by all . 
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Dur ing th i s  year Mr s .  V ivian Fell ows o f  M ilwaukee , W i s e . ,  
ca me  t o  the Duval C oun ty Group and w i th her we s tudied ' Local 
Sp i r i tual A s s embly Que s t i onna ire ! ( Mr s . Fell ows wa s al s o  s peaker 
at Gr •uP me e t ing � a t t ended by 32 , fol l owed. by r e fre shmen t s 
c ou r t e sy o f  Duval Coun ty .  ) 

In A ugu s t a �ha ' i  gather ing wa s held a t  the P8rre t t  
h ome , with Dr . All§n L .  Ward , profe s s or o f  S p e e c h  at Lan e 
C ol l eg e , J a c k s on , Tenn . the s peake r . The foll ow ing even ing 
he me t a t  1531 W .  3rd S t .  w i th a c ol ored group of 13 non-Baha ' i s 
plus 8 Baha ' i s . Refreshmen ts served by the Du val C oun ty Group . 

Al s o  in Augu s t ,  thr ough e ffor t s  o f  Mrs . Luc i l l e  Barre t t ,  
Dr .  Wird wa s gue s t  s peaker in the Un i tar ian Chur ch , Ja ck s on
v i ll e �  A g oodly number o f  t h e ir c ongrega t i on a t t ende d .  

A t  anoth e r  t ime , under Du val C oun ty s p on s or sh i p ,  Dr . 
N e l s onBrown of At lanta , Ga . wa s speaker a t a Un i ta r ian regular 
Sun da y s er vi c e .  Room wa s f i l l ed w i th memb e r s  o f  th� i r  
c ongrega t i on . 

The s e  c onta c t s  d i d  n ot bring any in t e r e s t e d  s e e k e r s  t o  
Ja ck s onv ill e .  



1962 

Throughout thi s year , to the Jacks onv ille bel ieve r s  
c ame c ordial inv i tat ion s  from t he Duval Coun ty Group t o  
a t t end the ir F�a8t s ,  s tudy cla s se 8 ,  or other mee t ing s . 

In Janu.ry I attend�d me e t ing a t  the El l ingham home , 
in Duval C ounty , when Mr8 . Bobo was gu e s t  speaker . 
Sev eral non-Baha ' is. were pre s ent . 

' 
After 27 year s the c ity of Ja cksonville l i s t �  only 

four ( 4 )  members : -

Maria LaFon t ;  Mrs . Mamie McAbee Br itt  McClinton ,  
Mrs .  Pearl Roz ear , and Kathryn L .  Vernon . 

SAD • BUT TRUE ' 
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World Religion and World Pea c e  Day s  were o bserv ed by the 
Duval C ounty Group s � t  the Ell ingham home . 

To World Rel ig i on Day came a v i s itor fr om the Un ivess i ty 
of Flor ida , Ga ine sville - Ruhullah K Radyar , a fers ian Baha ' i  
from Bombay , India ,  and a fter our buffet supper he told of the 
many me e t ing s 1n Bombay and surrounding village s ,  of  the 
aacrifi c e s  made and of on e Baha ' i  Qringing 2 � 000 people int o  
the Fa ith. 

Perhap s  here we hav e  the an swer to suc c e s s  - we do n ot 
l o ve enough to sa crifi c e  en ough.  

Mr s .  Pearl Rozear ,  a member of  the Ja cks onv ille c om
mun i ty s in c e  1.934 , and living at 707 Po s t  for many years ,  on 
a c coun t  of  ill health moved t o  a Ga ine sville , Fla . n�rs ing 
home on Dec ember 13th . Thi s  brought our membership down t o  
thre e  ( 3 )  but on Dec ember 31 s t  Mr . and Mrs . Wal t er Ki ser came 
t o  Jacksonville from Fa irbanks , Ala ska , boosting our member
ship up t o  five ( 5 t , -

M i a s  Mar ia LaFont Mrs .  Ma mi e M cAb e e  Mc Clin t on 
Mr . and Mra .  K iser - and Kathryn L. V�rnan , the l atter a c t ing a s  
secretary . 
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Fr iday even ing January 3rd I drove t o  the Barre t t a , they 
having i nv i ted me t o  r ide the r e s t  o f  the way w i th them t o  
El l inghams ,  where an en j oyabl e e v en ing wa s spen t ,  Mr s .  Ledmi l l e r  
VonZ i e b e c h ,  from Durham , N . C . , show ing b e au t i ful s l id e s  tak en 
dur ing a tr i p  abroad , among them p i c ture of Mar ian El i za be th Ja ck ' s  
gra ve in S ophia . 

I had o f t en heard Dr . and Mr s .  Guy speak o f  " Ja ck i e " ,  a s  
they c a l l ed h e r , who , b e fore I heard o f  t h e  Baha ' i Fa i t h ,  spent 
s ome t ime in S t . Augu s t in e  where s he had a s tudi o .  In the ir 
d in ing room hung a p i cture of the Ac ca for tre s s ,  pa in ted by 
" Jackie " .  

A Mrs . Beal from Engla nd al s o  a ttended tha t me e t ing . 

The 5 th wa s al s o  a mo s t  en j oy�b l e  ev en ing ; a f ir e s ide a t  
the home o f  Duval C ounty member Henry Marko t , hon or ing Mr s .  
VonZ iebe ch ,  fr om whom Henry had rec eived the Baha ' i  me s sag e . 
Henry , a mu s ic ian , fav or ed u s  tha t even ing w ith p i an o  s e le c t i on ;  
We al s o heard a b eaut i ful Baha ' i  s ong by one of hi s pup il s .  

Our s in cere Baha ' i ,  Mar ia LaFon t ,  held a �o s i t i on whi ch kept 
her tra ve l l ing almo s t  con s tan tly, so al though l iv ing w i thin the 
c ity l imi t s  we s el d om saw her - much to our r egre t .  In February 
of th i s  year she moved to Arl ing t on ,  whi ch pla c ed her in the 
Duval C oun ty Group . 

After the K i sers'  arr ival in Ja cks onv i ll e ,  Dec emb e r  of 
la s t  yea r ,  I c on ta c t ed them several t ime s ;  they alway s  s e emed 
happy to t& k of the Baha ' i Fa i th .  On Mar ch 4th , think ing Mr s .  
K i ser and the thre e  c h ildren might en j oy a r ide t o  a pre tty 
park , the wea ther wa s so beau t i ful , I wa s gr eat ly surpr i s ed to 
have a s trange woman appear at the d oor of the apartment t hey 
had ren t ed ,  who s tated the K i s e r s  had moved two days b e fore , 
g o ing to s ame o th er Fl orida t own .  Ja ck sonv i l l e  never heard any-
thing from them thereafter . Thi s  brought our memb e r sh i p  
down t o  two ( 2 ) . 

Ja cks onv ille papers gra c i ou sly carr i e d  our Baha ' i  me e t ing 
§nd ac t i vi ty not i ce s  - free of charge - c on t inuou sly from January , 
1 9 3 4  thr ough 1950 . Gon e n ow are tho s e  happy day s o f  fre e  ad• 
v er t i s ing . Onc e  when I a sked the Du val C ounty C ommu ni ty i f  they 
were s t il l  plac ing ada 1n the paper s ,  a s  I had fail ed to l o c a t e  
any ,  I wa s t ol d  tha t a s  a d s  " s e emed unprodu c t i ve o f  r e sul t s "  they 
were d i s c oa t inuing for th e t ime , - s ending tha t  e x tra mon ey to 
Wilme t t e  in s te ad . We , of Ja cksonv i l l e , can t e s t ify a s t o  the 
"unpr oduc t iv ene s s " up to tha t t ime , but tho s �  years proved to u s  
on e great truth - tha t tho s e  in charge of our Pub l i c i ty no t i c e s  
had a great l ove in the ir hear t s  f or Baha ' u ' l la h  t o  b e  will ing t o  
wear out s o  many pa i r s  o f  sho e s  del iver ing tho s e  no t i c • s  t o  the 
var i ou s  n •wapaper s .  
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1965 

1965 b egan in a w onderful way . I had the grea t honor 
and plea sure of a v i s i t  w i th Mr a .  Margu e r i t e  S ear s ,  w ife of 
Mr . W ill iam B .  Sears { Hand of t he Cau s e  of God ) , wh o came 
t o  707 Po s t  S tr e e t  on January 5 th .  My hope wa s t ha t  w e  m ight 
me e t  many t ime s in the future ,  such w a s  her s in c er i ty and 
swe e tn e s s .  W e ,  of c our s e ,  spen t the t ime talking of 

n Baha ' i  Intere s t s "  and t he vis i t  ••• al l  too sh or t . 

N ext even ing a me e t ing wa s held f or Baha ' i s only a t  
t h e  Ell ingham re s idenc e ,  Mr . S �a r s  the hon ored gue s t  speaker , 
and, a s  John Boyl in phoned an d  offered t o  take me , I had the 
privilege of • tt ending tha t mee t ing . I was abl e  t o  dr ive a 
car but w itn thi s  world in such an un s e ttled c ondi t i on i t  w•s 
safer not t o  dri v e  al on e  late a t  n ight .  

Mam ie Mc Cl in t on had be en in very il l health for many 
mon th s  and f or s ome t ime I at t ended n o  out s ide Baha ' i  
a c t iv i t ie s ,  ke eping the 19- Day Fea s t s  w i th Mamie and t o
g e ther s tudy ing when she wa s abl e .  On July 2 4 , 1965 ,  b e
cau s e  of her exc eedingly po� hea l th ,  sae moved t o  Augu s ta , 
Ge org ia , t o  b e  near her daughter , and on tha t da t e  the 
Ja ck s onv i l l e  Baha ' i  memb ersh ip sl id down to ONE ( 1 )  -

Kathryn Lou isa Vernon - the fir s t  t o  a c c ep t  in 1932 . 

At l ea s t  I can tru tafully report tha t she rema ined 
s teadfa s t� 
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Away ba ck on Apr il 21 st , 1 935 , a t  a wonderful mee t ing 
pre s ided over by Dr . and Mrs . Wal ter B .  Guy of St . Augus tine ,  
Ja ck soavi l le c la imed i t a  right t o  Baaa ' i  As sembly s ta tus , with 
thirteen ( 13 )  bel iey era . W e  were v ery ha ppy ; i t  aeemed tha t t h i s  
c i ty would s oon have a fl our iab ing Baha ' i  c ommuni ty . The yea rs 
pa s sed qudckly and wi th them came many cbange a :  remova l s  from 
the c ity , many dea tka . If , w i thin the c i ty there were s earchers 
for the truth , they . fa iled to read our we ekly n ewspap er n ot i c e s ,  
or a l ae wore b l inded to the beauty of tbe sacred Baha ' i  quota• 
t i ona c ontP i�•� there ia .  

On thi s  day , April 2 l a t  o f  the year 1966 , in the c i ty of 
Ja cks onv ill e , Fl or ida , wi th a popula t ion of around SOO , OOO , I ,  
Xatbryn Louiaa Vernon , s tood al one 1n tbe Garden o f  Beba ' u ' llab -
alone tor the t ir a t  t ime 1a 31 years on Baha ' i  c ommun ity 
el ec t ion day . 

How we bated for JackaoRville t o  lose her As s embly 
a ta tu a , but a s we turned to Baha ' u • lla b  we were comforted when 
we read• " TAe sign ot love is for t i tude under My decree and 
pa tien c e  under My trial s . " Was thi s on e o f  h i s  testa ,. to 
prove our l ov e  f or H t.? "Love me that I may love the e , "  
He ha s sa id, " i f  thou l ove at Me n o t ,  My love can in n o wiae 
reaca thee . "  

We R&d l oved eYer s ince the momen t 1n 1 932 when we 
ac c epted H tm. We c ould only try to prov e  our l ove by boldiag 
f irm. We knew tba t  i f  Baba ' u ' llab des ired Jacksonv il l e  t o  have 
a wort& wb ile Baha ' i  c ommunity a t  Hi• own t ime , in H is own way , 
He wou ld bring i t  to paaa tor God, indeed , works 1n � a ter ious 
••1• H ia glor ie a  t o  unfold .  

So , OR tki a  tbe 2la t  da1 o f  April , 196 6 ,  w e  dec ided t o  
kold our elec t ioa aaywa y .  Jacksonv ille a t il l  needed a recording 
1ecretary , tha t  future generat ions Migat aave an unbroken repor t  
of how Baha ' u ' llab ' l Ja ckaonvill e Garden grew. The thought c ame
"Remember , tae commead , Kathryn , no elec ti oneer in g .  Vote only 
for the one you feel be at fi t t ed for tbe pos i t i on .  - - - - - - - u-u-m-m 
N ow  le t • a count the votea . Wky,Katbrya , you are el e c ted 1 " 

And a o ,  a a  Hia aeoretary un t il He des ired otherw i ae , I made 
a prami ae to keep R ia r ecorda . Aa a tree 1 1  cut ba ck , that it may 
gaia Dew atrengtb and beauty , ao I waa confiden t tha t a t  l ong la a t  
God ' a  glor iou a trutha , a a  rec orded w i thin the Baha ' i Sac red 
Wri t inga , would e•en tually take root and bring fortb beautiful 
flowera and frui t a  wi tain tae o ity of Jacksonv i ll e , Fl or ida . 

It had t o  be 10 tor God 1 a  alwaya v i c t or iou a . 
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An swer ing t elephon e  call on July 30th I wa s surpr i s e d  to 
hear Mrs . Mamie McAb e e  Mc C l in t on ' s  v o i c e . She hpd r e turned from 
Augu s ta , Ga,. the previou s  day and in t ended t o  r ema in , hop in g  the 
Fl or ida cl�mate would be more ben ef ic ia l ,  but she wa s far from 
well and did not improve . She wa s taken to  ho sp ital in Nov emb er 
and, al though suffering g r e a t  pa in ,  told me on the 1 9 th tha t she 
wa s hol d ing fa s t  to Baha ' u ' llah . She pa s sed away the following 
morn in g , Sunday , N ovember 20th. Onm aga in Ja ck sonv ille dr opped 
down t o  one isol a ted bel iever . 

Ju s t  before leav ing St . Augu s t ine in N ovember , after a 
v i s it w i ta my s inc ere Baha ' i  fr iend , M i s s  c .  Mae Thi t chener , 
she sa id - " I f  y ou will go back in to y our roam y ou w ill find 

' s omething which I hope you will be as ha ppy t o  take h o me  w ith 
you as I am to g ive  it to you . " 

My heart skipped a beat when I found i t  - some th ing I had 
frequently s e en and admired hang ing in Dr . Guy ' s  home - a pa int
ing of the for tr e s s  pri s on of Akka where our Bel oved, Baha ' u 1 llah , 
was impri soned for over two years ,  pa in ted by Mar i on El izab e th 
Jack who , a s  b e fore men t ion ed ,  at  one t ime had a s tudio in st .  
Augu s t in e  and wh o ,  in 1908 , was a t  Akka a s  Engl i sh in s truc t or 
for the ch ildren of the Holy hou s ehold. 

The pa in t ing shows some greenery and palma , the art i s t ' s  
de s ire t o  beau t ify the spot,  but when Baha ' u ' l lah wa s sen t  
there i t  was forl orn and de s ola t e .  T o  tha t pri s on the g ov ernment 
sent it s wor s t  c rimina l s  becau s e  i t  was an a cknowledg ed fac t  that 
rare ly di d t hey sur v iv e  a year . A c ommon say wa s tha t  even a b ird 
c ould not fly over Akka and l ive .  s o  unheal thy was the atmosphere . 
To the fortr e s s  pr i s on of Akka wa s Baha ' u 1 llah a en t , w i th the 
exp e c tat ion that He , al s o ,would die w ithin a year , but such was 
not God ' a  plan . Baha ' u 1 llah survived. 

When a c c ount of ill hea l th Mr s .  GUy moved from S t . Augu s t ine 
to l ive w ith one of the ir son s ,  in Ma ine , she gave the p ic ture t o  
Mae . Mae gave it to me because , I feel aur e , she knew I loved 
Beha ' u ' llah enough to  treasure it - a da ily rem inde r  of Him .  So 
when I pa s s  on to  God ' s Sp ir it World I, in turn , shall pa s s  tha t 
p ic ture on to  the fu ture generat ion s  of Jacksonvil l e  Baha ' i s ;  and 
when you find i t  hang ing upon my wall , even though faded w ith 
age , know tha t  it wa s one of my cho ic e s t  pe s s e s s i on s .  And a s you 
pau s e  t o  medi tate upon Baha 1 u 1 llah ' s  forty long year s of 
ban i shment s ,  impr i s onmen t s ,  suffer � g s  and t or tur e s , may i t  
br ing you c l oa er t o  H im and t o  the real i za t ion o f  His  great lov e  
for human ity ;  and y e t  tha t l ove may n ever reach us . The rea s on 
i s  found w ithin the Hidden Word s .  Only a s  we a end t o  H im l ove and 
mor e love , will  it bring H im very near t o  u s .  We mu s t  PROVE 
our love for H im through deeds . 
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N o thing of grea t importan ce t o  report . \Vhen ever callers  
came , a " f ir e s ide " devel oped , furn i sh ing b ooks for  tho se who 
would r ead . 

Whenever phone cal l  was made or r e c e ived, s ome Baha ' i  
Druth wa s included . 

Thus we carr ied on dur ing 1967 0 

1968 

October l s t ,  1968 , was a very important day • .  On tha t day 
the c ity of Ja cksonville , Fl or ida , located in the C oun q of 
Duva l ,  and pra c t i cally all the r e s t  of Duval County , b ecame 
c on s ol ida ted into wha t wa s proudly declared " the Bold New 
C ity of  the South . "  - a c i ty of 840 square mil e s  , w ith a popula
t ion of over 500 , 000. 

Th• con s ol ida t ion a l s o  brought a .  change in Baha ' i  
a c t iv i t ie s .  Wherea s heretofore there wa s a Jacm a onvill e �ity 
and al s o  a Duval C oun ty Baha ' i  Group or c ommun ity ,  we were n ow 
one , to hereafter b e  known aa the Ja cksonvill e ,  Fl or ida , Baha ' is .  
we had a membership of only e ight but we looked forward t o  our 
offic ial Baha ' i  ele c t i on date , Apr il 21 , 1969 , hop ing at that 
t ime to  be  able to qual ify for the Na t i onal Spir itual As sembly ' s  
off ic ial rec ogn ition as  a Lo cal Spir i tual As sembly . 

A phone c all Oc t .  8 th from Mr . Reed Barre tt adv i s ed of a 
spac ial mee t ing , thei r  home , 4362 Gadsden Cour t ,  2 PM Sa turday, 
Oc t . l2 th .  Refre shmen ts  were served 6 : 30 -7 ?M. then an open meet
ing 8 PM , a ttended by l l  Baha ' i s and 3 non-Eaha 1 is .  our out- of
c ity Baha ' i  gue s t s  ware Mr . and Mr s .  Rob er t  A . Entzminger ( Betty A }  
and Dr . Leonard J .  Hippchen ; Dr . Hippchen our aft ernooa and 
even ing speaker , Mr . Entzminger al so ext ending gre e t ing s .  

Mra .  Luc ille Barrett phoned N ov . lOth ,  telling of a s tudy 
claa s be ing forme d ,  t o  be held weekly ll AM t o  2 ,  each t o  bring 
sandw i ch for noon t ime lun ch , if de s ired,  h oste s s  furn i sh ing 
c offe e or t ea .  On Nov. l4th the f ir s t  s e s s i on o f  the s tudy 
c la s s  wa s held , 7 Baha ' i s a ttending , one a bsen t ,  de ta in ed by work. 
Sub je c t  - Admin i s tra t ion .  
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On Dec ember 19th al l  were inv ited to the Barre t t  home 
to wel c ome Dr . P ir ooz Khorva sh , a P e r s ian Baha ' i  to b e  sta t i oned 
at a Ja ck sonvi ll e  Ho s p i tal for ab out one yea r .  Dur ing the 
even ing he rac e ived phone tha t his wife ' s plan e from New York 
City was due in abou t  20 minutes  and thu s  ended the party- the 
Doc tor ' s fac e  b eaming w ith happin e s s  a s he rushed off to  me e t  her . 

From C on s ol ida t i on da te t o  year ' s end s tudy cla s s e s  
were c on t inued and a l l  F!a s t s  observed. 

A par t icularly fe s t i ve oc c a s ion wa s the Dec ember 12 th 
Fea s t ,  en j oyed a s  gue s t a  of Mrs . Joh Ga iney in her n ew 
Mandar in home . 
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I t  wa s en January 2nd tha t Mr s .  Mar ia LaFon t Kl emmt p ic k
ed me up for a ride t o  home o f  Mr s .  C lar i s e  Stephen s , and there 
we me t Dr . and Mr s .  Khorva sh ( P ir o o z  and Nay ir ih ) , the ir 4-1/2 
year old s on ,  and the Doc t or ' s  br othe r ,  a col l ege s tuden t from 
C a l iforn ia who wa s v i s it ing them for a few day s ,  thr e e  v e ry 
s in c ere Per s ian Baha ' i s .  

After our February 7 th F ea s t ,  ob s erved a t  the Barr e t t  
home , a s p e c ial party wa s en j oyed hon orin g  the Doc t or ' s  wife
N ay ir ih. 

Spe c ia l  me e t ing , Baha ' i s only , al s o  at the Barre t t  h ome , 
on Munday , Fe b. lOth , our gue s t  Allah Kul i  Kan Kalan tar . For the 
open me e t ing the foll owing even ing a large $52 . 9 2 ad wa s pla c ed 
in the T ime s -Un i on news paper wh ich brought unexp e c ted r e sul t s  -
four y oung peopl e , s trangers , w i th inqu ir ing minds . , a mong them 
two High S chool b oys . 

To tha t  me e t ing al s o  c ame Mr s . Ludi M .  Sp ear s ,  a Ga ine s v il l e ,  
Fla . , Baha ' i , wi th 4 Baha ' i  y ou th s . The non- Baha ' i s and t he 
Baha ' i s l is tened in t en tly t o  Mr . Kalan tar ' s  talk , then s ev eral 
que s t ion s  were a sked and explana t i on s g i ven . After r e fr e shmen t s ,  
s e rved by the Barr e t t a ,  Mr . Ka lan tar r ode w i th M r s .  Spear s t o  
Ga in e svil l e , where he wa s s cheduled t o  m e e t  w i th a You th group 
8 o ' c l ock the f oll owing morn ing . 

El even Baha ' i s en j oyed the Mar ch 2nd Fea s t .  

Think ing more ben e f it might b e  o bta ined fr om our s tudy 
c la s s e s  if from 10M/, to 12 noon , wi th n o  bre ak taken after fir s t  
hou r ,  th e Mar ch 5 th cl a s s  began o n  new s chedule , tho s e  wi shing 
t o  do so s t ill br ing ing sandw i ch for a fr iendly ge t - t ogether 
lun ch a t n o on .  

Mar ch 2 0 th wa s a da t e  of n o t e  for S t .  Augus t ine - the ir 
f ir s t Baha ' i  marr iage . At 7 · o ' cl ock of t ha t  even ing in the 
c oquina walled garden of one o f  the la t e  17 th C en tury hou s e s ,  
under l ight from wrought ir on chandel i e r s  hanging from the tre e s  
and the moon shin ing fro m  above , Jeann e Frankel ( a C onn e c t i cut 
B aha ' i ) wa s marr ied to Ja ck Ben j amin C ook , a n on- Baha ' i . 
Fir s t  ther e  wa s  a c ivil c eremony , performed by Judge We in berg 
La ter , after hearing br ide a nd groom repeat ing th e Baha ' i words 
"We w il l  all v e r itr a bide by the w i ll of God" then , in the 
twi l igh t , came t h e  chan t ing of the Baha ' i  Wedd ing Ta bl e t  in 
Per s ian by Dr . Khor v. sh of Ja cksonv i l l e . 

To the Naw-Ruz Fea s t  , Mar ch 21s t ,  came 7 non - Baha ' is ,  
in c luding f or the fir s t  time 2 y oung g irl s - High School 
s tuden t s .  We t ru s t  h i s t ory will prove tha t 1 96 9  wa s the 
turn ing p o in t  1n a t trac t ing Youths . 

I t  wa s on Sa turday , Apr i l  5 th ,  that Mr . and Mr s .  Lindsey 
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( Raymond and Es t e ll e ) cam e to Ja cks onv i l l e  to r e v i ew w i th u s  
in s truc t ion s  on pro c edur e requ i r emen t s  for h old ing l oc a l 
ela c t i on s , and dut ie s  of a Local Spir i tual A s s embly . I t  wa s  a 
sub j e c t  c l os e  t o  our hear t s  f or l ong had Duval C oun ty and 
the c i ty of Ja ck s onv i l l e  be en l i s t ed only s a  Gr oup s ,  and we were 
l ook ing forward to our e l e c t i on when we c ould on c e  more s en d  in 
t o  the N SA the g lad t idings of our A s s emb ly s t a tu s . N in e  be
l i ev er s  were able to a t t end . Me e t ing la s ted from 2 t o  9 : 30 PM , 
in t er s p e r s ed w it h  a de l ic i ou s  repa s t  a t  6 : 30 :  then the foll ow ing 
morn ing ( Sunday } we a ga in me t from 19 - t o- 1 ,  th ere by c ompl e t -
ing s tudy pr ogram . 

-

To a me e t ing c a l led for Sunda y e v en ing , Apr il 20th , in 
order t o  el e c t  our A s s emb ly memb er s ,  c ame Dr . Le onard J . H i pp chen 
from Fl or ida Sta t e  Un iver· s i ty ,  Be c ongra tul a ted us on A s sembly 
s t a tu s  a t ta inmen t and pr e s en t ed u s  w i th 2 p or tf ol i o s ,  g if t s  
fr om the Na t i onal Sp i ri tual A s s embly , one pertai n ing t o  la t e s t  
pro c edure s  t o  b e  fol l owed by As s embly S e c r e ta r ie s ,  the other by 
As s embly Tr ea surers . On tha t e l e c t i on da te our t o tal l i s t ed 
Baha ' i s were e l even ( 11 ) ; the one s w i th * be fore name s ind i c a t e  
tho s e  e l e c ted t o  s e rve a s  memb e r s  of the Loc a l  Sp ir i tual As s emb ly . 

* J .  Reed Earre t t , Jr . 
* Lu c ille L. Barr e t t  -Mr s .  
* Lou i s e  F ender - Mr s .  
- Joh Ga iney - Mr s . 
* W i l l i e  A .  H odg e 
* Mar i a LaFon t  tsmmt - Mr s .  
*- Dr .  P ir o o z  Khorva s h  
w Mrs . Nay ir ih Khorva sh 
* El o i s e  M it ch e l l  ( tran s fe r  from H o l lywo o d , Fla . )  
* Clar :t s e  S te phen s - Mr s .  
* Ka thryn L .  Vern on 

A me e t ing wa s then c a l l ed for Fr iday , th• 2 5 th ,  t o  appoin t  
the sp e c i a l  du t i e s  f or e a ch As s embl y membe r  and I am happy t o b e  
a bl e  t o report tha t Mr s . Lu c il l e  Barre t t ,  wh o  had s o fi i thfully 
s e rved a s  S e c r e tary f or the Duv al C ounty C ommun i ty f or the pa s t  
s ixteen year s , s in c e  tran s ferring from Ge org ia 1n 1953 , wa s our 
appo in t ed S e c r e tary of the new Sp ir i tual A s s embly of the Baha ' is 
of Ja c k s onville , Flor ida , and I ,  Ka thryn L .  v ernon , af t er 
th irty- s even year s , wa s pr i v il eg e d  t o  lay a s ide my s e cre ta r ia l p en .  

For me tha t  did n o t  mean t o  s imply s i t  s t ill and grow old 
f or I had had a dream - a wonder ful dream f or th e c i ty of 
Ja cks on v il l e ,  F l or ida - a Baha ' i  memb e r sh ip of on e thousand ( 1 , 000 } 
and then , when the fir s t  one t h ou sand reached, why n ot dream 
aga in ?  . _ 
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I spoke of  th is  dream to s everal . The only respon s e  I 
r e c e ived wa s a - " Oh y- e•s ? ?  " 

There i s  only one God , we are all H i �  ch ildren . H e  want s 
us all to know H im and to l ove Him. Sur ely , in a c i ty of ov er 
500 , 000 the g oal is not too high for � starter . 

The Lord,  l ong ag o ,  sp oke un t o  Jeremiah , say ing - " I  am 
the Lord,  the God of all fle sh ;  i s  there any thing too hard 
for me? ( Jer . 32 : 27 ) 

Baha 1 u 1 llah has sa id ,  "Ver ily , We behold you fr om the 
realm of glory , and shall a id whos oever will ari se for the 
triumph of our Cau s e  wi th the hos t s  of the C onc our s e  on high 
and a c ompany of Our favored angel s . "  

OUr loved Mas ter Abdu 1 1  Baha t old us -
fai th ,  s o  shall your p ower s and ble s s ing s  b e .  

"As ye have 
n 

When our hear t s  are filled t o  overfl ow ing with love , as 
wa s Nab il 1 s  when he prayed ;  � oh my God , amid my want and 
suffer ing , I tell of Thy hidden treasures . Withhold not Thy 
Grac e  and a id me t o  b r ing forth de eds w or thy of Thy Day , "  then , 
a s  promi s ed ,  will help from the Supreme C onc ourse  c ome t o  u s ; 
we shall be  a hl e  t o  c ont inue t o  pre s s  forward and tha t dream 
shall c ome true , the fulfillmen t of wh ich w ill br ing bl e s s ings 
not only to the Baha ' i  bel i e vers but al s o  to the c i ty of  
Jac ks onv il le , Florida . 

* * * * * * * * *  

Th i s  i s  just  a l ittle report tha t future genera t ions 
may know how Baha 'u ' llah ' s  Garden in Jac ks onville , Fl orida , 
was s tart ed • away back in 19 19 - and of the l ov ing c are 
g iven t o  it by our teachers in those early day s . Future 
report s ,  from c ounty an d  c ity c onsol idat i on ,  belong to the 
offi c ial f il e s  o f  the Sp ir itual As s emb ly of the Baha ' i s of  
Jacksonville , Florida . 

Looking back over the pa s t  I can truthfully rec ord tha t  
my great e s t  g if t  ev er rec e ived wa s when Baha 1 u 1 llah permit ted 
me t o  enter int o  H i s  Garden , and I · am exc e edingly grateful for 
the many ble s s ing s He  ha s be s t owed upon me all al ong the way . 

96 
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I 
serv-

I quote here from a l e t t er r e c e iv ed many year s ago from 
Dr . Guy , becau s e hi s words still hold a trut� : 

" Tell them a ll ( Ja c ksonv ille Baha ' i  be
l iever s ) from me tha t if the Radian c e  of the Bel oved 
doe s not sh ine in the ir hear t s , all the ir words , 
dee ds , plan s and a sp ira t ion s shall c ome t o  naugh t . " 

My s in c ere l ove goe a t o  all working in thi s ,  Eaha ' u ' llah ' s  
Ja cksonv ille Garden . 

Hold fa s t  t o  y our l ove and y our fai th ,  and then the 
V ICTORY w il l  be H II .  

Kathryn Lou isa Vernon 
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